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THE 


PREFACE 

TO THE 

READER. 

Have here adventured to prefent unto pub- 
lick view, the beginnings and firfl: progrefs of 
the Rebellion lately raifed within this King¬ 
dom of Ireland. And although I cannot but 
take notice of fuch a multitude of imperfecti¬ 
ons in my felf, as render me very unfit for the 
performance of this fervice: As alfo, that I Ihall thereby 
raife up much malice, and private difpleafure, as well againft 
my perfon, as my undertakings herein: Yet fuch is my zeal 
and mod earneft defire to appear in this caufe, as being now 
laid afide, and for the prefent difabled in any other way to be 
further ufeful to this unhappy Kingdom, 1 refolved to deny 
my felf, and wholly departing from my own interefts, to im- 
ploy my weak endeavours, in fetting down the fad fiory of 
our miferies. 1 might peradventure with much more advan¬ 
tage to my own particular have looked back (as far wifer men 
have done in their troubles} and palled my time in foreign 
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collections, or penning fome ftory of times long fince paft, 
where the chief Adtors are at reft, and their unquiet fpirits fo 
furely laid, as they are not to be moved with the lhapeft 
charge that can be laid on their memories: Nulli gravis 
efipercuffus Achilles. Moftmen are great lovers of themfelves, 
and fuch conftant admirers of their own actions, as they think 
they do well to be angry at any thing that shall (though 
never fo truly) be reported to their diladvantage. They con¬ 
sider not their own natural imbecillities, their paflions, de- 
(tempers, or ill affedtions which lead them on toadvifeor adt 
things of an ill fame 5 but are ready to fly in the faces of thofe 
who fhall even in the faireft characters reprefent or leave any 
imprellions of them. Hence it is that the truth of things comes 
quite to be overfhadowed with falfe colours, and fo to remain 
as it were buried alive, or other ways to appear extreamly dis¬ 
figured through grofs errours, bafe flattery,or wilful miftakes. 
For moftmen that are prefent adventurers in this kind, are 
wife enough to apprehend their own danger and thereupon 
departing from the common intereft that every other man 
hath in their ftory, reflect only upon their own particular, and 
fufler themfelves to be over-awed with the humour ofthe pre¬ 
fent times i or fo far tranfported, either with the benefits or 
private injuries received from particular perfons, as they 
tranfmit very imperfedt and weaker relations, or otherwife 
fill them up with fuch counterfeit ftuft, as pofterity will owe 
little to their information. 

Monfieur du Fleffis, a perfon of extraordinary abilities and 
learning, a great Minifter of State under that glorious King 
Henry the 4th. of France , undertook as it appears by a Letter 
of his to Monfieur Languet , to write a Story of thofe times 
wherein he lived. But I cannot find that he ever differed that 
work to come to the Prefs-, whether by juftapprehenfions difi 
couraged from publication, or whether it otherwife mifcar- 
ried, I cannot fay. But fure l am, in the fame Letter he bitterly 
declaims againft the humour of the times , and there plainly 
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tells us, that after one hath writ an Hiflory, he dares not ad- Memo™ «te 
venture the publifhing of it. Si non quit allege pour caufe dun dflpfeflL, 
ejfefficequeriapasejle , commeune caufegenereufe , au lieu de f " 1 4f• 
Tumour dunefemme , & dune querelle de bordeau. Such was 
then the iniquity of thofe times, fo abominable and fhameful, 
the true caufes of the imbroilments in that Kingdom , that 
thofe wars (as the Court was then governed) had for the moll 
part their firfl beginnings from fome ill placed affe&i on, ora 
private quarrel in an infamous place. And further fpeaking 
on this fubjedt, he intimates how dangerous it is to fet forth 
the actions of men in their true colours 5 and how bitter and 
corroding to the confcience of an Hiflorian to difguifeor 
make them appear otherwife to the world, then they were in 
their firfl: original. 

To lpeak truth exadfly is highly commendable in any man, 
efpecially in one that takes upon him to be a publick informer: 
to raze, to corrupt a Record is a crime of a very high nature, 
and by the laws of the Land molt feverely punifhable. Hifto- Cicero .* 
ties are called Teftes temporum , lux verit at us , vita memo- 0r ‘ rt - 
rice: and certainly he doth offend in an high degree, who (hall 
"either negligently fuffer,or wilfully procure them to bring falfe 
evidence 5 that fhall make them dark Lanthorns to give light 
but on the one fide, or aS Ignesfatui , to caufe the Reader to 
wander from the truth ,and vainly to follow falfe fhadows, or 
the factious humour of the writers brain. To be falfe, to de¬ 
ceive , to ly, even in ordinary difeourfe, are vices commonly 
branded with much infamy, and held in great deteftation by 
all good men. And therefore certainly thofe that arrive at 
fuch a height of impudency, as magifterially to take upon 
them,not only to abufe the prefent,but future ages,mufi needs 
render themfelves juflly odious. They ftand refponfibletor 
other mens errours,and whereas in all other notorious offend¬ 
ers , their fin and their life determines at fartheft together the 
fin of thefe men is perpetuated after their deceafe, they fpeak 
when they are dead, make falfe infufions into every Age, and 
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court every new perfon that (hall many years after caft his 
eyes upon their ftory to give belief to their lyes. Therefore 
for my own part when I firft undertook this task, 1 took up 
with ita refolution mod clearly to declare the truth. 1 have 
caft up my accounts, I have fetupmy reft, 'and determine 
rather to difpleafe any other man then offend my own con- 
fcience. I have neither private reflexions, nor foreign ends $ 
I am now as it were reduced into my firft principles, and 
have taken this work upon me, meerly outofpublick confide- 
rations. All that I aim at is, that there may remain for the 
benefit of this prefent age , as well as of pofterity, fome cer* 
tain Records and Monuments of the firft beginnings and fatal 
progrefs of this Rebellion, together with the horrid cruel¬ 
ties mod unmercifully exercifed by the Irifh Rebels upon 
the Brit ifh , and Proteftants within this Kingdom of Ireland. 
That when Gods time is come of returning it into the bofoms 
,of thofe who have been the firft plotters or prefent AXors 
therein, and that Kingdom comes to be re-planted with 
Britifh , and fetled in peace again, (which I have even in our 
loweft condition,with great confidence attended,and do now 
rnoft undoubtedly believe will ere long be brought topafs) 
there may be fuch a courfe taken, fuch provifions made, and 
fuch a wall of reparation fet up betwixt the Irifh and the 
Britifh , as it Ihallnot be in their power to rife up (as now 
and in all former Ages they have done) to deftroy and root 
them out in a moment, before they be able to put themfelves 
into a pofture of defence, or to gather together to make any 
confiderable refinance againft their bloody attempts. 

I (hall not pretend to entertain the Reader with political 
Maxims, grave Sentences, or flouri/hing Orations : That 
which I hope will cover over a multitude of imperfeXions, 
is the unqueftionable truth of what I (hall letdown in a plain 
and brief narration of all the caufes and proceedings held in 
the railing, as alfo in the firft Counfels and undertakings for 
the fuppreffion of this hideous Rebellion. 


And 
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And that I might in Tome meafure compafs my defign 
herein, and give fatisfa&ion even to themoft curiousinqui- 
fitors after truth, I did with great care and diligence turn over 
the very Originals or authentical Copies of the voluminous 
examinations remaining with the publick Regifter, and taken 
upon oath, by virtue of twofeveralCommifllons iflued out 
under the Great Seal of this Kingdom, to examine the lodes 
of the Brittfh , the cruelties and horrid murders committed 
by the Irifh in thedeftrudlion of them. I haveperufed the 
publick difpatches, adts, and relations, as likcwife the private 
Letters and particular difcouifes fent by the chief Gentlemen 
out of feveral parts of the Kingdom, to prefent unto the 
Lords Juftices and Council the fad condition of their affairs. 
And having been made acquainted with all themoft fecret 
Paffagesand Counfels oftheState, I have, as far as I could, 
without breach of truft, and as the duty of a Privy Coun- 
cellour would admit, communicated fo much of them as I 
conceived neceflary and proper for publick information. And 
fetting afide the particulars contained within the firft Pages, 
leading on by way of introdu&ion to the infuing troubles, 
which I have taken up on truft out of the moft approved 
Authors both ancient and modern, who have written the 
ftory of Ireland , I may confidently avow, that I have been fo 
curious in gathering up my materials, and fo careful in putting 
them together, as very few paffages will be found here inferr¬ 
ed which have not either fallen within the compafs of my 
own knowledge, or that I have not received fro m thofe who 
were chiefly intruded in matter of a<ftion abroad $ or that 
came not to my hands attefted under the oaths of credible 
witnefies, or clearly aflerted in the Voluntary confeffions of 
the Rebels themfelves. 

Every man I believe will eafily aflent unto me, that out of 
thefe Fountains we may prefume with moft certainty to 
draw truth , and that if we bound our inquiries within 
this circuit,we may well hope to arrive at the true knowledge 
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of the main particularpaflages of this late Rebellion. And 
therefore though I (hall not obtrude every thing as infal¬ 
lible, whichbyaftriCtandmoft fevereinquifition 1 have taken 
upon the grounds before mentioned (confidering how fub- 
jeCt men are through forgetfulnefs and humane imbecillity to 
err in the ordinary courfe of their relations) yet thus much 
I fuppofe I may confidently fay. that no man could imagine 
how to make collections with greater certainty, and more 
clear unqueftionable probabilities of truth then 1 have here fet 
down. 

Now as for the examinations here mentioned, howfoever 
they were taken with all the care and circumfpedtion that 
could pofiibly be ufed in fo great a work, yet are they moll 
commonly decried, and held by the Irifh as very injurious 
to their Country-men. Thus much I fball be bold to aver 
and fitall here fpeak it for the better authority and credit of 
the evidence brought in by them. 

Firfi, That as the Commiffions for taking thofe examina¬ 
tions were after mature deliberation iflued out by fpecial 
order from the Lords Juflices and Council $ fo they were 
in great wifdom defigned by them for no other ends then 
to have fome general account of the lofies fuffered by the 
British, and the cruelties exercifed by the Irifh upon them 
inthefeverall parts of the Kingdom. And this courfe was 
firfi fet on foot in the very height of our troubles, when the 
fury of the Rebels fo defperately raged, as they were in no 
condition to think of the attainting of their perfons, and 
therefore onely aimed at the difcovery of their treafon. Out 
of which refpett chiefly the Comniifiloners made choice of 
for the performance of this fervice, were fix ofthe CJergy, 
all perfons ofknown integrity $ and fuchas by reafonlbf their 
profeflion, wouldin all probability gently proceed on in their 
inquifitions, and truly fet down the bloody Relations given 
in unto them. The perfons examined were of feveral con¬ 
ditions , mod ofthem Britifh , fome of Irif h birth and ex¬ 
traction 
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traCtion, very many of good quality, and fuch as were of 
inferiour rank were not rejected if they were known fuflerers, 
and came freely in to declare what they could fpeak of their 
own knowledge. Few came but fuch as had been in the hands 
of the Rebels, and could with forrowful hearts make the fad 
relation of their own rmferies. And fo they having been 
eye-witnefles, their depofitions are for the moft part out of 
their own knowledge} and what is given in by them upon 
hear-fay, they for the moft part depole, that they received it 
out of the Rebels own mouths while they were in reftraint 
among them. Laftly, many of thefe miferable perfons thus 
examined, came up wounded, others even almoft familhed} 
or fo worn out with their fufferings> as they did not long out¬ 
live the date of their examinations: Soasthefeteftimonies 
being delivered in their laft agonies, we are in charity to be¬ 
lieve that they would leave behind them with all due circum- 
ftances, a clear atteftation of fuch cruelties as they then be¬ 
queathed unto us with their laft breath. 

Bur it is not much to be wonder- Mr. Creighton in his Examina- 
ed, if they who had it in defign to tion depofeth , That he heard many 
deftroy all the publickRecordsand bitter words cajl out againjl the Ci- 
ancient Monuments in the King- tv of Dublin, That they would burn 
dom, to banilh both the Englifli and mine it, deftroy all Records^and 
Law and Government, dofobit- Monuments oftheEnglish govern- 
terly declaim againft thefe eviden- ment Make Laws againjl Jpeah• 
ces of their cruelty, and lively at- Englifh , and that all names given 
teftations given in to perpetuate by Englifh toplaces^ should be abo- 
the memory of them to their eter- lished , and the ancient names re- 
nal infamy. Jlored. 

If they could imagine which way to lilence, or by what 
means to blaft the credit of thefe examinations thus fo- 
lemnly taken , and prevail according to their moft im¬ 
petuous defires upon the late Treaty of Peace , to have 
all the indictments legally put in againft the principal Re- 
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bels and their adherents, taken off the file and cancelled, they 
would not be out of hope, as thefe times now are to palliate 
their Rebellion with fuch fpecious pretences, as that their 
barbarous cruelties, a6ted beyond all parallel being forgotten, 
it fhould with great applaufc pafs down to pofterity, under 
the name of a holy and juft war for the defence of the Catho¬ 
lic k Caufe. 

And now in order to this defign, they have taken all oc- 
cafions to proclaim the huge preflures which they pretend 
to have fuffered under the late government in this King¬ 
dom , and fpare not to term it tyrannical : they fpeak 
as if their oppreffions might be parallel’d with the If- 
raelitifh envaffalage in the Land ol c yEgypt* and their per¬ 
fections for Religion equalled to thofe of the Primitive 
times. And then they further fay , That thereupon only fame 
Catholicks , conjidering the deplorable and deft)erate condition 
they were in , and apprehending the plots laid to extinguish 
their Religion and Nation , did take armes in the North in 
maintenance of their Religion > and for the prefervation of 
life , liberty , andeflate $ together with his Majeftics rights. 
\_Andthat the Lords and Gentlemen dwelling within the En¬ 
glish Tale , were likewife by the great rigour andfeverity lifted 
by the State towards them , enforced to take up armes for their 
own defence. 

Thefe are the expreftions and the language ufed in the late 
Remonftrance given in to his Majefties Commiflioners at 
Trime , to be prefented to hisMajefty in behalfofhisCatho- 
lick Subjects in Ireland. Wherein there are pieced together 
fo many vain inconfiderable fancies, many fubfequent pafia- 
ges atfted in the profecution of the war, and fuch bold, noto¬ 
rious, falfe aflertions, without any the leaft ground or colour 
of truth: as without all doubt they abfolutely refolved, firft, 
to raife this Rebellion, and then to fet their Lawyers and 
Clergy on work, to frame fuch reafons and motives as might 
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with fome colour of judification fervefor arguments to de¬ 
fend it. And it is indeed, to fpeak plainly, a molt infamous 
Pamphlet, full fraught with fcandalous afperfions caff upon 
the prefent government, and his Majedies principal Officers 
of State within this Kingdom. It was certainly framed with 
mod virulent intentions, not to prefent their condition and 
prefent fufferings to hisMajelty, but that it might be difperfed 
to gain belief among foraign States abroad, as well as difcon- 
tented perfons at home } and fo draw affidance and aid, to 
foment and fttengthen their rebellious party in Ireland. 

But I do not much wonder they ffiould take thus upon 
them to abufe the world with fuch fcurrilous difcourfes, and 
thereby endeavour to raife fome ground or belief that they 
had juft caufe to enter into fo defperate a Rebellion. This hath 
been an ordinary courfe ever held in all defigns of this nature. 
And it is well obferved by ‘Polybius , that there are common¬ 
ly to be found in all fuch great undertakings, Caufa (uaforia , 
and caufte juJUfica. The fird, fuch as are the true natural cau- 
fes and really fird in the intention 5 the other , fuch as are 
mod commonly obtruded to the world by way of cover and 
judification. Now as the nature of water is mod clearly feen 
in the fird Fountain, where it remains pure and unmixed, 
without any drofs or foil that it afterwards contracts, as it 
pafleth along in the dreams derived from it: So certainly the 
quality of all humane actions is bed underdood , and mod 
clearly difcerned, when we look upon them as they appear 
in their fird original, before the inconveniencies and fatal 
mifcarriages which afterwards come to be difcovered, awake 
the fird Projectors, and teach them new artifices wherewith 
tho difguife and colour over their abortive,'or otherwife 
unfortunate counfels. Now as for the true Suaforian caufes 
C if I m ay fo term them) which induced thelrifh to lay the 
plot of this Rebellion, and were indeed really fird in their 
thoughts, they will diffidently appear in this enfuing Story. 
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And for the juftifical reafons of their rifing in armes, if any 
one hath a mind to take them up on truft from themfel ves, let 
him feek no further than theRemonftrance before mentioned; 
whereof much more is to be faid than I fliall give my felf liber¬ 
ty to fpeak in this place: well knowing that thofe notorious 
untruths and wicked impoftures contained in it when they 
come to the tefi will be quickly difcovered, and the varnilh 
they have put upon them loon fall away of it felf. 

If any one hath been ignorantly deluded hereby,and defines 
to be rectified in his own judgement, let him be pleafedto 
turnover thisenfuingStory,. 




Vtnm eft index fui & obliqui r 

There needs certainly no other confutation of their falfe 
and virulent fuggeftions, than a true impartial relation of the 
firfl: beginnings and progrefs of this Rebellion: which for 
what was aCted within the fpaceofthe firfl: two months after 
the breaking out of it, I prefume I may fay without vanity, he 
fhall certainly find here. It is true, 1 have principally applyed 
my felf to give an account of what was done about ‘Dublin , 
the chief City ofthis Kingdom, and the place where the Lords 
Juftices and Council continued ufing their utmofl: power and 
endeavours to oppofe the fury of the Rebels. Yet as all other 
parts of the Kingdom were under their government, and their 
care and counfels (as for as their general diftraCtions would 
admitj) extended to the whole, what was adted in all other 
places of the Countrey, comes properly to be touched upon, 
and the miferable condition of them to be reprefented in this 
following Story. 

I fhall not here trouble the Reader with any further Apo¬ 
logy for my felf, or with excufes for the multitude of my 
own imperfections, which will here appear in large Chara¬ 
cters * and will be peradventure looked upon with a Multi- 
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es > if® plying Glafs by thofe who are not pleafed with what I have 
here expofed to publick view. 1 do not at all pretend to fi- 
tottitionet lence the bitter expreffions of malevolent fpirits: As I (hall 


with great patience compofe my felftobear theutmofl: that 
e| wtoiioi their malice can put upon me: So I fhall be always ready 
tw Me with muchmeeknefstofubmit to be reformed by any perfon 


win'll whatfoever, who can make it appear , that I have either 
through ignorance or negligence (for I am fure wilful mifta- 
iinddefite kes they will find none^ mifcarried in the relation of any 
particular here fet down: Sins of ignorance found a very 
eafie expiation under the Old Law, I will not fay they had 
a pardon of courfe. But if i have fo carried my felf, as that 
no greater tranfgrefiions can be laid to my charge, I (hall be 
much fatisfied, and may peradventure be further encouraged 
iftieirH to proceed on to a continuation of this Story, and therein 
itioaoft to tranfmit down to poftepty the noble atchievements and 
great Victories already obtained by fmall numbers of the 
nootlisafc English forces over huge multitudes of thefe Irish Rebels. 
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The Irifh Rebellion: 


OR , 


An Hiftory of the beginnings, and firft 

progrels of the general Rebellion railed within the 
Kingdom of Ireland, in the Year 1641. 


H E Kingdom of Ireland ('which hath for almoft five 
hundred years continued under the Sovereignty of the 
Crown of England) was prefently after the firft con- 
queftofit, planted with English Colonies, longfince 
worn out,or for the moft part become Irish. And there¬ 
fore it hath again in this laft Age been fupplied with 
great numbers of people drawn out of England and 
Scotland , to fettle their habitations in that Country. Now the moft exe¬ 
crable plot laid by the Irish , for the univerfal extirpation of all thefe British 
and Proteftants , the bloody progrefs of their Rebellion within thecompafs 
of the firft two months; their horrid cruelties, in moft barbaroufiy mur¬ 
dering , or otherwife deftroying many thoufands of men, women and chib 
dren, peaceably fttled, and fecurely intermixed among them, and that with¬ 
out any provocation, or confiderable refiftanceat firft made, I intend 
shall be the prelent fubjed of the firft Part of this enfuing Story. 

The Irish want not many fabulous inventions to magnify the very firft The original 
beginnings of their Nation. Whether the Scythians , Gauls , Africans * lhe lrlshn 
Goths, or fome other more Eaftern Nation that anciently inhabited Spain y 
came and fate down firft in Ireland , I shall not much trouble my fell here 
to enquire. If we should give credit to the Irish Chronicles, or their Bards 
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(whodeliver no certain truths) we might find ftuff enough for an ancient 
pedegree, made up out of a moft various ftrange compofure of the Irish 
Nation. But to let thempafs, there are certainly a concurrence of divers 
manners and cuftoms, fuch affinity of feveral of their words and names, 
and fo great refembt'ance of many long ufed rites, and flill retained ceremo» 
nies as do give us fome ground to believe that they do not improbably de¬ 
duce their firft original from fome of thofe people. It may very well be 
conje&ured (for infallible Records I find none) that as the Eaftern parts 

* Took of the of IreU nd y bordering upon England were firft planted by the old Britains: 

©id Brittain ¥ Toole , Birne , & Canvenaght ne ancient Septs, and ftill inhabitants of that 
brntoumf 3 part of the Country, being old British words. And as the Nothern parts 
Birn^otslln, of Ireland were firft inhabited by the Scythians , from whom it was called 
W ° ods h of ** Scytenland, or Scotland: So the Southern and more Weftern parts 
t^r/ftrong thereof were peopled from the Maritime parts oi Spain , being the next con- 
The view of tinent , not by the now Spanish Nation , who are ftrangely compounded of 
spencer a different admixture of feveral people: But as I laid , perad venture by the 

* * Ireland is Gaules, who anciently inhabited all the Sea-coafts of Spain , the Syrians, or 

fome other of thofe more Eaftern Nations, who intermixing with the na- 
among an- tural Inhabitants of that Country , madeatranfmigrationinto Ireland, and 
p 0 f et ] ec f f ome Colonies there. 

cientiy^di- " The whole Kingdom of Ireland was divided into divers petty prin- 
v;ded into cipatities, and of later times there were five principal Chieftains , viz,. 
prindpaHties. Mac-Mo'rough of Lemjler , *JfyCac-Cartye ofAImfter , 0 Neal of Vlftcr , 
ifti regesnw Q Connor of Conaght > & O iJAEalaghlm of ' zJAEeath. For fuch were the 
fuermt ad* j ri .y denominations and I do not ftnd they were called Kings till about 
te alien)us<y- the time of the coming over of the English , Giraldw Cambrenjis who 
dmuy ncc u»c- carnc j nto Ireland in tlietime of Elen. 2. of England , being the firji wn - 
jure ter that gives them that Title, Befides, as they came not in either byhe- 
editario, reditary right or lawful Election, lo their Inveftiture was folemnizednei- 
therby Undtion , or Coronation, they made their way by the Sword, had 
eefponcyp.d vi certain kinds of barbarous ceremonies ufed at their Inauguration , kept up 
Tbe77egnlm~ their power with a high hand, and held the people moft monftroufly en- 
fuum oh tin ait. {laved to all the favage cuftomes praclifed under their dominion. And 
booiT f l3dC ^ U1S they continued until the Reign of Hen. 2 . King o (England inwhofc 
chriftchurch time the undertakings for theConqueft of Ireland were fuccefsfully made 
in Dublin pi is f^y moft powerful , though private adventurers upon thisoccafion. 

Manufcript Dermatt eJMac-iJ^IoroHgh , King of Lemjler (being by the Kings of 
kept there. Conaght & eJAEeath enforced to flic his country) 'made his repair di- 
teT^ifeofthe re< ^y to Hen. 2 . King of England , then per fop ally attending his Wars 
Engiishupon in France, and with much earneftnefs implored his aid for the recovery 
by ™ri are de temtoriesin Ireland ? moft injurioufly,as hepretended, wrefted out 
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of his hands. The King refufed to imbarque himfelf in this quarrel: yet 
gracioufly recommended the juflice of his caufe to all his loving Subje&s, 
and by his Letters Patents afTured them that whofbever would afford 
the faid tJtyCac-Aforough affiftance towards his refettlement, should not 
onely have free liberty to tranfport their Forces, but be held to do very 
acceptable fervice therein. Hereupon Earle Strangeboiv firft engaging Se ad 
himfelf, determined as a private Adventurer to endeavour his reftituti- 
on with the utmoft forces he could raife, he lying then very conveniently fuam lice fi¬ 
at Bnflol , where *Jfytac-*JWorough came unto him, in his paflage back ttam ohtMirt ' 
from the King into Ireland i There were certain conditions agreed upon bren.^u 
between them, and a tranfaftion made by tSAEac-Morough of his King- gnat.Hib.c.i. 
&omo(Lem(ler unto the Earl, upon his marriage with his onely daughter 
Eva. And fo he being defirous to return fpeedilyinto his own Coun¬ 
try , pa{fed to St. Davids in South-Wale j, from whence is the shorteft paffage 
out of England into Ireland , and there he further engaged Fitz,-Stephen and 
Fitz,- Gerald , private Gentlemen, in this fervice : Thefe, by their power 
among their Country- men in thofe parts, having gotten together a party 
of49omcn, tranfported them in three ships in to Ireland landing at the- CAmhr,€A P 
Banne , a little Creek near Feat herd in the county of Wexford, and there 
joyning with fome Forces brought unto them by zSfytac-tJfyCorough , made 
their firft attempt upon the town of Wexford* they were gallantly feconded 
by Earl Strangebow, who followed prefently after with no very confiderable 
forces: and yet by the power of their arms, within a very short time 
prevailed fo far in the Country, as they made them felvesmafters thereof, 
and fo gained the poffeffion of all the maritime parts o iLemfter. 

King Henry upon the news of their profperous fucccftin the fudden k. Henry the 
reducement of fo large a territory by fuch inconfiderable forces as they 
carried with them; defirous to share withhisfubjedsin the rich fruits, as W.An.1171 
well as in the glory of fo great ,an action, undertook an expedition in his 
own perfon into Ireland the year following. Andfoftrange an influence 
had the very prefence of this great Prince into the minds of the rude lavage 
Natives, as partly by the power ofhis arms, partly by his grace and favour 
in receiving of them in upon their fained fubmiffions moil numbly tendred 
unto him, heeafily fubdued a barbarous divided people. 

The firft beginnings of the Conqueft of this Kingdom were thus glo~ 
riouflylaid by this King,in the year of our Lord 1172. NowfortheLand . 
i t felf, he found it good and flourishing with many excellent commodities, 
plentiful in all kinds ofprovifion, the Soil rich and fertile, the Air fweet 
and temperate, the Havens very fafe and commodious, feveral Towns and 
little Villages fcattered up and down in the feveral parts of the Country; 
but the Buildings fo poor and contemptible, aswhenthat Kingarrivedat 
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R?s- Hwdm Dublin their chief City, and finding there neither place fit for receipt or 
entertainment, he fetupalonghoufemadeoffmoothed wattles after the 
manner of the Country, and therein kept his Chriftmas. All their Forts, 
Cafiles, ftately buildings and other edifices were afterwards erected by the 
English , except fome of their maritime towns which were built by the Oft- 
manni or Eafterlmgs who anciently came and inhabited in Ireland. 

Moreover, He found likewife by feveral mounments of piety, and 
Religion fet- other remarkable tefti monies, that Chriftian Religion had been long fince 
l;d mireUnd. j_ n!;roc | uce( i and planted among the inhabitants of the Land, It is not 
certainly without fome good grounds affirmed by ancient writers, That 
in the Fourth age after the incarnation of our blefled Lord and Saviour,fome 
holy and learned men came over out of Foreign parts into Ireland , out 
of their pious defire to propogate the blefled Gofpel throughout the King- 
By seduliui , dom, as Sedultus, Palladius , and befides feveral others Pat-rictus the famous 
VaiUdiui,p*- Irish Saint, (A Britain born at a place now called Kirck^Patnck^ near Glaf- 
fourthagg'af l cow in Scotland, then the utmoft boundary of the Britains dominion in 
tet the birth thofe parts) who out of meer devotion came andfpent much of their time 
af out $an- amon g the Irish, and out of their zealous affe&ions for the converfion of a 
barbarous.people,applied themfelves with great care and induftry to the in* 
ftru&ing of them in the true grounds and principles of Chriftian Religion; 
And with fo great fuccefs, andfuch unwearied endeavours did S. Patrick^ 
travail in this work, as (if we will give credit to fome Writers) we muft 
believe that the Church o(Armagh was by him erected into an Archiepif- 
copal See', three hundred and fifty Bishops confecrated, great numbers of 
Clergy-men inftituted, who (notwithftanding the notorious impiety and 
continued prophanels of the common fort of people) being moftof them 
Monks by vow andprofeffion, ofgreat learning, veryauftere and ftrict 
in their difeipline, were fo much taken notice of in thofe rude igno- 
tltx Anglo- rant t * mes ’ by other Nations, as in refpeci of them fome gave unto the 
rum Hen. nun- Ifland the denomination of Infula SanSorum . But fo quickly did the power 
“fymimmit holinels decay in the land , as the name was foon loft , and even the 
)nis ngaJh very pi'ipts and characters thereof among the very Clergy themfelves obli- 
pjpam Adria- terated ; the lifeofthe people fo beaftly , their manners fo depraved and 
"nfbelnu barbarous, as that King Henry , when he entertained the firft thoughts of 
infuUmimra- transferring his Arms over into Ireland , made fuit unto the Pope 5 that he 
would give him leave, to go and conquer Ireland , and reduce thofe beaftly 
homines men unto the way of truth.: Anfwerable whereunto was the tenor of Pope 
Hdfidlm* 1 ®- * y 4 dr* ans Bull > as appears at large in Parifanjis, whereby he gave him li- 
vi Am reducer e berty to go over and fubd ue the Irish Nation. Afufficient demonftration 
veritatis. Mat. G f the condition ofthat people , and what opinion was held of them , as 
rar.s. An, ^ ye jj holy Father the Pope , as other Princes. And the King at his 
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l0r receipt arrival found them no other then a beaftly people indeed. For the Inhabi- 
Atril tants were generally devoid of all manner of civility, governed by no fet- 
"'KirF® Jedlaws, living like beafts, biting and devouring one another, without 
all rules, cuftoms , or realbnable conftitutions either for regulation of 
wltbjdic| property, oragainft open force and violence, moft notorious murthers, 
rapes, robberies, and all other acSs of inhumanity and barbarifm, raging 
1 of *P iet J') $ without controul or due courfe of punishment. Whereupon, He, without 
any manner of fcruple, or farther inquifition into particular titles, refol- 
^ his « ving asit fee ms to make good by the fword the Popes donation, raadea 
Tli general feizure of all the lands of the whole Kingdom , and lo without other 
feowjg ceremony took them all into his own hands. 

1 WW, oj And that he might the more fpeedily introduce Religion and civility, Rex*nttf*>m 
iwitfiij and 1 q draw on towards the accomplishment of that great work which ‘ZdiUtZlnci- 
wtiefoon he had lo glorioufly begun, heFirft, in a great Counfel held atLtjfemore , immcen^tga- 
cauled the Laws of England to be received andfecledin Ireland, then he 
'(fanuaugi afterwards united it to the Imperial Crown of England, making large ’jZluZtT’ 
iofrfiarsio diftributions cq his followers by particular grams, allotting out in great 
owriionoi proportions the whole Land of Ireland among the English Commanders, ZpZ&tmZ 
illrytotkii who made eftates , and gave feveral shares to their friends and com- tnU cmtum 
IkRdip militants that came over private adventurers with them. But before I 
Uifm pals further,, I shall take the liberty here to infert oneobfervation out of Paris. An. 

% we mu: Giraldiu Cambrenjis concerning the caufes and reafons of the prolpe- 1 ' 1 7 r Zndi\y\ 
inArchiijt rity of the English undertakings in Ireland. He faith that a Synod , or dedbyK.««,~ 
it nmlim Counfel of the Clergy, being there aflembled at Armagh , and that ^ among hs 
n impim n point fully debated, it was unanimoully agreed by them all, that the fins ot^adven^ 
jiodufta °f the people were the occafion of that heavy judgment then fallen up-t^mers. 
redM 011 their Nation , and that efpecially their buying of English men from ZZZpZdf- 
iriideign Merchants and Pirates, and detaining them under a moftmiferable hard a»cmciii„,& 
iveimtol bondage, had caufed the Lord by way of juft retaliation, to leave them ’ZZ^T’rr 
iiltkpi to be reduced by the English to the fame flavery. Whereupon they made puiiiZsuu- 
idmk a publique adl in that Council , that all the English held in captivity tHm '• Ht - 4 n i l ‘ 
■ivesobl throughout- the whole Land, should be prefently reftored to their former }tuZf,ZlZ 
raved ant liberty. If fo heavy a j udgement fell then upon the Irish for their hard t,s 
loughtso uf a g e of fome few English , what are they now to expedl i or what expiati- 
i, that! ° n can they now pretend to make for the late effufion of lo much innocent w cemm u- 
febeail English blood, after fo horrid, defpiteful and execrable a manner ? There 
wofPof* befog fince the Rebellion firft brake out , unto the time of the CelTation Hib. cap. P X 
vetei' made Sept. 15. 164$. which was not full two years after, above 300000. J benu “ bcrs 
ffliiraW British & ProteJIants cruelly murthered in cold blood, deftroyed dome ZZftZtj & 

1 mi j otherway, or expelled out of their habitations, according to the ftritteft deftroyed 
ineatto conjecture and computation, of thofe who Teemed belt to underftand the bcUiocT Re * 
afflVi n -1 ..in 1 A 3 numbers 
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numbers of English planted in Ireland , befides thofe few which perished 
in the heat of FJght, during the war. 

The fruMcfs / ' J«ng John came into Ireland during his minority , though to little 
expeditions purpofe,‘ blit after , about the twelfth year ofhis Reign, upon the gene- 
a th*rd ra * d&fe&ioft of the Irish j he made a Second expedition , and during his 
2. into ftay there, built feveral Forts and ftrong Caftles, many of which remain 
unto this day, he ereded all the Courts of Judicature , and contributed 
very much towards the fettlement of the English Colonies, as alfo ofthe 
Civil Government. -King Richard the Second made likewife in the time 
df hi$ Reign* upon the fame occafion two other expeditions into Ireland 
in his ownperfon. But both thofe Princes out of a defire to fpare the 
effufionof English blood, as alfo the expence oftreafure, being likewife 
haftned back by the diftempers of their own Subjeds in England> wen 
both Content to (uffer themfelves to be again abufed by the fained fub- 
miffions of the Irish * who finding theirown weaknefs, "and utter difabi- 
lity to refift the power of thofe two mighty Monarchs * ? came with all 
humility even from the fartheft parts of the Kingdom, tCPfubmit to their 
mefcy : And yet it is well obferved by Tome that fay they returned back, 
not leaving one true fubjed more behind them, then they found at their 
firft arrival. HowfoSver by the very prefence of thefe Princes, and by 
the careful endeavours of the Governours fent over by other of the Kings 
of England , thofe that were Adventurers in the firft Conqueft , andfuch 
other of the English Nation as came over afterwards took pofleffion by 
virtue of the former grants of the whole Kingdom , drove the Irish in a 
manner out of all the habitable parts of it, and fetled themfelves in all the 
plains and fertile places of the Country , efpecially in the chief Towns, 
Ports, and upon the Sea-coafls. And to fuch a height of power and great- 
nefs had Tome of thofe firft Adventuring Commanders raifed themfelves 
here by reafon ofthe addition ofnew titles of honour, the unlimited jurif- 
didions and priviledges enjoyed by them, the great rents they received, 
the numerous dependance they had, As that they began to look upon their 
own polfeifions as circumfcribed within too narrow limits, to entertain 
private animofities againft each other, to draw in the Irish (whom they 
had driven up intd the mountains, and ever efteemed as theirmoft deadly 
enemies) to take part in their quarrels, being nor ashamed to ufe their affi- 
ftance for the enlargement of their o .vn private territories, as alfo to curb 
the too exorbitant power, as they thought, of their oppofites , though 
their own compatriots and jointenants in the pofleffion of that good land. 

The ancient The Irish were very glad to entertain this occafion and did ever foment by 
malice ofthe their utmoft power* and artifice thefe unnatural broils and diflentions 
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Laws and Government, were always accounted not only as aliens, but 
*meer enemies; And befides thofe Septs of Irish which were termed the . 
Ouinque famiJAz (who notwithstanding the great priviledges they enjoyed mlu^oTie^e 
by the protection of the English Laws y . ever shewed much averfenefsboth 
to the English , and their Laws) No other perfons of any Irish families, He Mein.'* 
from the very firft conqueft of Ireland in the time of Hen. i. until the reign 0 Ccnno,f °’ c 
of King Hen. 8. were admitted into the condition of Subjects , or received o°Brien de 
any benefit by the English Laws, but fuch as purchafed Charters of Deni- Thomondia, 
zation. It was no capital offence to kill any of them, the Law did neither 
proced their life, nor revenge their - death. And fo they living upon the ’ 

mountains in the beggs and woods , though at firft after feme fort divided 
from the English , did take all occafions to declare their malice ana hatred 
again ft the English colonies planted near unto them. 

But howfibever the English were in all ages infefted with their Irish 
enemies, yet were they certainly in point of intereft and Universal pof- 
feffion; Owners, and Proprietors ofthe whole Kingdom of Ireland; They 
kept themfclves in entire bodies almoft for the firft hundred years after Sinadc at 
their arrival, not fuffering the Irish to live promifcuoufly among them , Kii\tnny by 
by which means they failed not to makegood their footing, and by a high ofaarcnce 
hand to keep them under in due obedience and fubjedion to the Crown of L. Liemc- 
England. And when afterwards they began to be more carelefs of their 
habitation, and to fuffer the Irish to intermingle with them, and their timc©f£.v, 
English followers to familiarize themfelyes into their beaftly manners and Al * ia ?^ 
cuftoms (for prevention of which mifehief, many fevere Laws were mnvtloF' 
enaded-in after ages) yet for fome time they made good the rights and pof- infants, and 
fetfions they had gotten by conqueft, and went on, endeavouring to 
civilize the people, introducing the English Laws, language, habit, and arehigjt^a- 
cuftoms long ufed among them. Now although thefe, and all other cour- [ ™' Er A ^ h if 
fes were taken by them , which might reclaim fuch as feemed any ways man should 
inclinable to civility, or would take out Charters of Denization : yet fuch 
ever was, and ftill is the rough rebellious difpofition ofthe people, their /^name, 
hatred fo implacable , their malice fo unappeafeable to all the English or Ml .ap- 
Nation, asnoLaws or gentle Conftitutions would work, nopublickbe- ] P a ^’should 
nefits attemper, or any trad of time reconcile and draw them to any tole- befeifedon, 
rable patience of cohabitation; But they have in all times continued to take ^ 0 i a ^ a f ic 
all advantages, as well fince they were admitted into the condition of Sub- was to fuffer 
jeds, as while they were efteemed and treated as enemies, rnoft perfi- im P ri{ on- 
dioufiy to rife up and imbrue their hands in the blood of their English ^chh.in 
neighbours : So as Ireland hath long remained a true Aceldama , a field ca fl r ° 
of blood, an unfatiated fepulchre of the English Nation, For w 7 hat by 
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jo thatfpace reafoti of their own inteftine broiles, after they had (as foon they did, 
u-hic” was when they began to admit the intermixture of the Irish) moft barbaroufly 
b:t'vsen the degenerate into all their manners and cuftoms; and what by reafon ofthe 
fc*/T°aL cr ^ e ' hatred and mifehievous attempts of the Irish upon them : Weshall 
the 50. year not find that the English, from their firft accefs into Ireland , unto the be. 
n^oidHn * 11 S‘ nr ^ n § the reign of Queen Elizabeth , (a trad of time containing above 
glishcolo-" 5 80. years) had any fetled peace or comfortable fubfiftence, but were in 
nies in m«»- m oft perpetual combuftions and troubles, fo extremely harafled and over. 
anVro/fcrf* worn with mifery, as they were not long likely tofurvive the univerfal 
calamity that had overfpread theface of the whole Kingdom. 

Whereupon that blefled Queen, out of her pious intentions, and good 
affedions to her people , applied her felf with great care to redrefs the 
diforders of her Subjeds in Ireland. And in the very beginning of her 
Reign , fending over prudent and religious Governours, the work of 
Reformation was much advanced, by many wholefom Laws enaded 
thf English 5 again ft the barbarous cuftoms of the Irish; and the execution ofjuftice 
pale remain- (which a long time continued within the limits of the Pale) began now 
underthc to exten dea > nto Conagbt , Vlfler and other remote parts of the Land 
obedience of at fome intervals of quiet times. The Irish Countries were reduced into 
the Law. Shires, and Sheriffs with fome other Minifters of Juftice placed in them: 
endeavours' The pretended Captainships, and thofehigh powers ufurped by the Irish, 
ofqueenE ii\- together with all the extortions, and other fearful exorbitances inci- 
f ? r 1 gf dent to them, were now put into fuch a way of declination, as they could 
w. not long continue. Seignories and Poffelfions were fetled in a due courfe 
of inheritance ; thofe moft deftrudive cuftoms of * Taneftry and Gavel- 
belonging 1 ^* kind began to be depreffed; The two Prefidential Courts of Mmfler and 
to the Irish Conaght were then inftituted , and fpecial order taken that Free-fchools 
might be ereded in the leveral Dioceffes throughout the Kingdom, for 
veral tetri- the better training up of Youth. But thefe ads, and other courfes tending 
iTe T !ubi to a ft vancement °f true Relegion , and Civility, were highly dif- 
tants\n 1 pleafing, and moft incompatible with the loofe humours of the Natives, 

every Irish 

Country were divided into feveral Septs or Lineages. . In every Irish Counrry there was a Lord or 

Chieftain, and a Tanift, which was his fuccefifor apparent. None could be chofen Tanift, but one iflued out of 

one of the chief Septs..TheSeignOry and Lands belonging to the chief Lord, did not defeend from Father 

to Son, or upon default ofiflue to him that was next of kin: But he that was moft a&ve , of greateft power, and 
had moft followers, al ways caufed himfelf to be chofen Tanift ; and if he could not compafs his defires by gentle 
means, then he ufed open force and violence ; and fo being declared as it were heir apparent, came into pofleflion 

upon the death of the chief Lord_ Now for the inferior Septs , they held their lands at the will of the chief 

Lord, after a fort j For after the death of every one ofhis Tenants which held any land under him, heaflembled 
the whole Septs, and having put alhheir poflertions together in hotch potch , made a new partition among them, 
notaflfign’ng to the Son of him that died , the land held by his Father, but altering every mans pofleflion at his 
own pleafure, and according to his own difcrction : he, upon the death of every inferior Tenant, made a geneial 
remove, and fo alotted to every one of the Sept fu:h part as he thought fit. And this was the Irish Gavelkind. Sir 
John Davies Rep. /<?/, 49. 
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who apprehended even the mol! gentle means of reformation, as sharp 
corroding medicines; And thereupon pretending the burthen ofthe Eng¬ 
lish government moft infupportable , began delperately to ftruggle for nmm m, x 
their liberty. Several plots were laid, feme even by thofe who were them- dm, in u e - 
felves of the old English by extraction : clivers Rebellions and petty Re- 
volts raifed during Her Majefties moft happy reign : That of Shan O gZ’IZigiZu 
Neal, the Earl of Defmond, Vilcount Baltinglas , ORurke , andleveral t mim '* *?' 
others at other times, were all fet on foot for this very end, and all timely ZT/Ji!' f* 
luppreiTcd, partly by the power of the Queens forces, partly by her gra - p*rtmcx»&$ 
cious favour in receiving the Chieftains to mercy. And she, as moft 
unwearied with their never ceafing provocations, ftill went on with all 'cm/firmt*- 
gentle applications and lenitives, for the withdrawing ofthe peoplefrom f eran “ ,d P' , ‘ i ~ 
their barbarous cuftoms : As, feveral ofthe great Lords who had been out 
in Rebellion, were reftored to their lands and poiTeinons, others she fuf- ”>endum, «- 
fered to enjoy their Commands in the Country, upon others she bellowed tZfdnftrci- 
new titles of Honour. And being very unwilling to put the Kingdom of, 
England to fuch an exceftive charge, as the full conqueft of Ireland would 
moft neceftarily require; no fair means were left untried, that could unum e medio 
minifter any hopes of civilizing the people, or fetling the prefent diftra- 
(Sions ofthe Kingdom. An .' 2I . 

But all was in vain; the matter then wrought upon was not fufceptible Tl,r lrish - 
of any fuch noble forms, thofe ways were heterogeneal, and had no “uimedby 
manner of influence upon theperverfe dilpofitions ofthe Irish : the ma-s entlc 
lignantimpreffionsof irreligion and barbarifm, tranlmitted down, whe- UKans ' 
ther by infufion from their anceftors, or natural generation, had irrefra- 
gably ftiffned their necks, and hardncd their hearts again/!: all the moft 
powerful endeavours of Reformation : They continued one and the lame 
in all their wicked cuftoms and inclinations, without change in their af¬ 
fections or manners, having their eyes enflamed, their hearts enraged with 
malice and hatred again!! allj'of the English Nation , breathing forth no¬ 
thing but their ruine , deftruction, and utter extirpation, 

Andthatthey might at once dif-impeller themfelves of their unplealing Tyrmet rebel- 
company, anddisburthen the whole kingdom ofthem and their pofterity, lion * 
they ftill entertained new thoughts, andhad now brought unto perfection 
adelignlong meditated in their breafts, whereby they refolved at once 
clearly to rcfcue and deliver themfelves from their fubjeClion to the Crown 
of England. And this was that defperatc Rebellion raifed almoft through 
the whole Kingdom, by Hugh Earl of Tyron, who alter titles of Honour, 
received a Command given by the Queen unto him both ofHorfeand Foot 
in her Pay, great proportions of Land, and other Princely favours con¬ 
ferred upon him ; Rclolving at once to cancel all thofe Royal obligations of 
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gratitude and fidelity, broke out and drew along with him moft of all the 

Irish Septs and Families, together with many degenerate English through¬ 
out the Kingdom , into rebellion againft his moft gracious undoubted 
Sovereign. And thefe all, as being univerfaliy actuated with the vene- 
mous infufions of his malevolent fpirit, uniting their whole interefts and 
forces into a firm conjuncture with him, railed all their dependants, and 
moved in feveral places according to the feveral orders and directions they 
received from him:and to fill up the full meafure of his iniqui ty,he drew in a 
foreignNation at the fame time with confiderableForces to invade theLand, 
The ill effefts as the Queen now found by woful experience, that Ireland was no 

of the fob- longer to be dallied with, one Rebellion ftil begot another, and this laft 
thew"h ° f was more dangerous then any of the former, it being more deeply rooted, 
more generally fpread within the Kingdom, more powerfully fomented 
from without. She well difcerned how much her great clemency had been 
abufed in fuffering former rebellions to be fmothered over and loofely pieced 
up with protections and pardons; that the receiving of the Irish upon their 
fubmilfions, to avoid the charge of a war,did inevitably redouble the charge, 
and perpetuate the miferies of war: therefore she now refolved no lon¬ 
ger to trifle with them , but vigoroufly to fet to the work, and making 
choice of fome of her moft renowned English Commanders, committed to 
their charge the conduCt of an Army Royal, compleatly armed, and well 
paid, wherewith they began the profecution of that Arch-traitour Tyron , 
and with great fuccefs in a short time, though not without the expence of 
much English blood, and above a million of mony, brought him upon 
his knees : And howfoever before this glorious work was fully accom¬ 
plished , it pleafed God to put a period to her days, yet lived she long 
enough to fee juft vengeance brought down upon the head of that unnatural 
difturber of the peace of the Kingdom, himfelf in a manner wholly deferr¬ 
ed,hisCountry moft miferably wafted, and a general defolation and famine 
brought in, mightily confuming what was left undevoured by thefword. 

Themifera- It is very eafie to conjeClure in whata moft miferable condition Ireland 
of /«/" W. 10 " ^ en waS ’ t ^ ie Colonies being for the.moft part barbaroufly rooted 

whenK” out, the remainders degenerated into Irish manners and names, thevery 
jame, came j r i s h thcmfcl ves moft mightily wafted and deftroyed by the late wars, and 
thereby much of the Kingdom depopulated, in everyplace large monu¬ 
ments of calamity and undifcontinued troubles. King James of blefled 
memory found it, athisfirft acceflion to the Crown of England, in this 
deplorable eftate; whereupon he prefently took into his care the peaceable 
fettlement of Ireland , and civilizingofthe people: And conceiving that 
the powerful conjunction of England: & Scotland would now over-awthe 
Irish, ^ndcontain them in t^eir due obedience, He refolved not to take 
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any advantage of thofe forfeitures and great confifcations which he was moft Hi * knity 
jullly intitled unto by Tyron's Rebellion ; but out of his Royal bounty 
and Princely magnificence, reftored all the Natives to the entire poflefiion and his cn-‘ 
of their own lands. A work moft munificent in it felf, and fuch as he had 
reafon to believe would for the time to come perpetually oblige their obe- mation. 
dience to the Crown o (England. And in this ftate the Kingdom continued 
under fome indifferent terms of peace and trancjfcility , until the fixth 
year of his Reign: Then did the Earl of Tyon take up new thoughts of 
rifing in arms, and into his Rebellious defign he eafily drew the whole 
Province of Vlfler, then entirely at his devotion; But his plot failed, and 
he finding hi mfelf not able to get together any confiderable forces, he with 
the principal of his adherents, quitting the Kingdom, fled into Spain , 
leaving fome bufy incendiaries to foment thofe beginnings he had laid for 
a new Rebellion in Ireland and promifing fpeedily to return well attended 
with foreign fuccours to their aid : But by the great bleffingof Almighty 
God upon the wifeCounfels of that King, and the careful endeavours of 
his vigilant Minifters, the diftcmpers occafioned by the noife of that com¬ 
motion were foon alayed, and Tyron never returning, the peace of the 
Kingdom much confirmed and fetled. King James hereupon being now fo 
juflly provoked by the high ingratitude of thofe Rebellious-Traitours, 
cau fed their perfons to be attainted, their lands to be fei zed, and thofe fix 
Counties within the Province otVlftcr which belonged unto them, to be 
furveyed, and all (except fomefmall parts of them referved to gratify the 
well affe&ed Natives) to be diftributed in certain proportions among 
British undertakers, who came over and fetled themfelves and many other 
British families in thole parts: By this means the foundations of fomegood 
Towns, foon after encompafled with ftone-walls, were prefently laid , 
feveral Caftles and Houles of ftrength built in feveral parts of the Country, 
great numbers of British inhabitants there fetled, to the great comfort and 
fecurity of the whole Kingdom. And the fame courfe was taken fikewife 
for the better alfurance of the peace of the Country, in the plantation of 
feveral pars of Lemjler , where the Irish had made incurfions, and violently 
expelled the old English out of their pofleffions. But howfoever the King 
was by due courfe of Law juftly intitled to all their whole eftates there; yet 
he was gracioufly pleafed to take but one fourth part of their Lands, which 
was deli vered over li kewife into the han ds of British undertakers, who with 
great coft and much induftry planted themfelvesfo firmly as they became 
ofgreat fecurity to the Country, and were a moft elpecial means to intro¬ 
duce civility in thofe parts: fo as now the whole Kingdom began exceed¬ 
ingly to flourish in coftly buildings, and all manner of improvments, 
the people to multiply ana increafe, and the very Irish feemed to be much 
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(atisfied with the benefits of that peaceable Government, and general tran¬ 
quility which they fo happily enjoyed. 

k. Charles , \ N & now °f hate fuch was the great indulgence of K. Charles ourSo- 
great readi- XJk vereign that nowreigneth, to his Subjects o£ Ire uni , as that in th^e 
drefs^thV year 1640. upon their complaints, and a general Remonftrancc font over 
grievances unto him from both Houfes of Parliament then fitting at Dublin , by a 
toldmbf Un " Committee of four temporal Lords of the upper houle, and twelve Mem- 
:he ini bers of the houfc ofCommons , with inftructions to reprefent the heavy 
commiillo- preffures they had for fome time fuffered under the Government of the Earl 
' rle S: °f Strafford , He took their grievances into his royal confederation > dc- 
L. vicount feended fo far to their fatisfa< 5 tion , as that he heard them himfelf and made 
L^vkoum P re fent provifions for their redrefs: AnduponthedeceafeofMr. Wands- 
KUmaioc, ford , Matter of the Rolls in Ireland y and then Lord Deputy here under 
c'Jeio ° Unt Earl of Strafford, who ft ill continued Lord Lieutenant of this 

jl. vicount Kingdom (though then accufed of high treafon 3 and imprifoned in the 
*Xjithgias. Tower of London, by the Parliament of England) His Majefty lent a 
^Lemfter. Commiffion of Government to the Lord Dillon of Kilkenny Weft, and Sir 
v{jc.pum\ef» Wdliams Parfens Knight and Baronet, Matter of the Wards in Ireland, Yet 
Richard Bitk- ^ on a ^ ter Ending the choile of the Lord Dillon t o be much difgutted by 
garret, Nic. the Committee, he did at their motion caufe the faid Commiffion to be 
xarnewali > cancelled, and with their confent and approbation placed the government 
Munfter. upon Sir William Parfens, and Sir John Borlace Knight, Matter of the 
Ordnance, both efteemed perfons of great integrity; and the Matter of 
w. Lib .* sir* the Wards, by reafon of his very long continued imployment intheState, 
Dounogh his particular knowledge of. the Kingdom, much valued and well beloved 
^ Gonaght. amon g the people. They took the fword upon the 9. of Febr . 1640. 
Robert Lincb And in the firft place they applied themfelves with all manner of gentle leni- 
r * ves t0 m °ttify the sharp humours raifed by the rigid paffiages in the former 
uifter. government. They declared themfelves againft all fuch proceedings lately 
7 ufed , as they found any ways varying from the Common Law; They 
meti/ingot gave a 'l due encouragement to the Parliament then fitting, to endeavour 
m "> the seafonable eafe and contentment of the people, freely afl'enting to all 
fuch Adis as really tended to a legal reformation : They betook themfelves 
wholly to the advice of the Council, and caufed all matters as well of the 
S /L\ B s\ 'r < -' rown 5 as Popular intereft, to be handled in His Majefties Courts of 
JohnBorlL Jurtice, no ways admitting the late exorbitancies (£o bitterly decried in. 
made L- ju- Parliament) of Paper-petitions or Bills, in Civil caufes, to be brought bc- 
Tiiry .ippiy f° re them at the Council-board, or before any other by their authority: 
itiem eives They, by His IVlajefties gracious directions, gave a way to the Parliament 
remmemo to a ^ ate the Subfidies (there given in the E. of Straffords time, and then in 
thepepjjic. collection) from 40000. li. each Subfidy, to 12000.li.apiece,folowdid 
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they thinckfitto reduce them: And they were further content (becaufe 


'they faw His Majef.y moftabfolutely refolded to give the Irish Agentsfuii 
fatisfadlion ) to draw up two Adis to be pafled in the Parliament , mod 
> it* iiiij ctuoljy defired by the Natives; The one was the Adi of Limitations , 


kranccfetot which unqueftionably fetled all eftates of land in the Kingdom, quietly 
enjoyed without claim or interruption for the fpace of fixty years imme- 
“J twelve;,.; diately preceding; The other was for the relinquishment of the right and 
'ffeittkfc title which HisMajefty had to the four Counties in Cornght, legally found 
HfflCofditJ, for him by feveralinquifitions taken in them, andready tobe difpofedof, 
upon a due furvey, to British undertakers; as alfo to fometerri tones of good 
kelfmdmj extent in Mmjier , and the County of Clare , upon the fame title. 

Thus was the prefent Government mod fweetly tempered, and carried 
wty here uni on with great lenity and moderation; the Lords Juft ices and Council* 

Wait ofdj wholly departing from the rigour of former courfes , did gently unbend 
iitiW ini themfelves into a happy and juft, compliance with the feafonable defires of 
the people. And His Majefty-, that he might further teftifv his own fetled 
iMf, ajj refolution for the continuation thereofwith the fame tender hand over 
in/fflWj them, having firft given full fatisfaftion in all things to the faid Committee 
luhMdi of Parliament ftill attending their difpatch, did about the later end ofA/ay , Tlje Eariof 
nmiffion to: i <541. declare Robert Earl of Leicejier, Lord Lieutenant General of the c uredL>rd 
itjoveraiB Kingdom of Ireland. He was heir to Sir Philip Sidney his Uncle, as well as Lieutenant 
Met of k- to.Sir Hen. Sidney his Grandfather , who with great honour and muchinfe- 
klMeti grity long continued chief Goyernour,of Ireland during .the 1 Reign of 
tintkk Queen Elizabeth-, and being a perfon of excellent abilities by natur'e, gr*at 
wWoa acquifitions from his own private induftry and publique imployment a- 
[Fik.rf; broad, of exceeding great temper and moderation , was never engaged in 
f/fflftVny publique preffures of the common-wealth, [and therefore moft likely 
intMii to prove a juft and gentle Governour, moil pleafing and acceptable to the 

idinste P e ople. • ■ ...... , 

Livj T-* Moreover, the Romish Catholicks nowprivately,,enjoyed the frejs ThePapifl* 

exercifeof their religion throughout the whole Kingdom, according to the prU-atViy^to 
Dotlrine of the Church of Rome. They had by the over great indulgence enjoy the 
tiemfelw °fthe late Governours,.theirtitular Archbishops, Bishopy, Vicars general, 
w || 0 |,j Provincial confiftories,. Deans, Abbots, Priors, Nuns, who all lived g i 0 n. 

■Ceuitst » though fomewhat covertly among them, and without control 

decried cxerciled a.voluntary juri (diction over them, they had their Priefts, Jefuits, 

Ljj, andFryars, who were of late years exceedingly multiplied, and in great 
autlior numbers returned out of Spain , Italy and other forreign parts, where the 

„ Children of the Natives of Ireland that way devoted, were fent ufually to 
;receive their educations. And thefe without any manner of reftraint, bad 
quietly fetled themfelves in all the chief Towns, Villages, Noblemen and 


B 5 


private. 












14 


The Irish Rehellion. 

private Gentlemens houfes throughout the Kingdom. So as the private 
exercifeofall their religious rites, and ceremonies was freely enjoyed by 
them without any manner of difturbance, and not any of the Laws put in 
execution, whereby heavy penalties were to be infii&ed upon cranfgreflburs 
in that kind. 

The good And for the ancient animofities and hatred which the Irish had been ever 

bctwisnhe °bferved to bear unto the English Nation, they feemeed now to be quite 
Irish Sc En- depofitcd and buried in a firm conglutination of their affections and Natio- 
£, 'ns ofthe na ^ °fi^§ at i° ns puffed between them. The two Nations had now lived 
Kingdom.' together 40. years in peace, with great (ectirity and comfort, which had 
in a manner confolidated them into one body, knit and compared toge¬ 
ther with all thofe bonds and ligatures of friendship, aliance , andconfan- 
guinity as might make Up a conftant and perpetual Union betwixt them. 
Their intermarriages were frequent, goflipred, foftering (relations of 
much dearnefs among the Irish) together with all others of tenancy,neighb¬ 
ourhood , and fervice interchangeably paffed among them. Nay, they 
had made as itWere a kind ofmutual tran (migration into each others man¬ 
ners , many English being ftrangely degenerated into lush affe&ions 
andcuftoms', and many Irish , efpecially of the better fort, having taken 
up the English language, apparel, and decent manner of living in their 
private houfes. And fo great an advantage did they find by the English com¬ 
merce and cohabitations in the profits and high improvements of their 
Lands and Native commodities, fo incomparably beyond what they ever 
formerly enjoyed, or could expe&toraifeby their own proper induftry, 
as Sir Phelim ONeal , and many others ofthe prime-leaders in this rebellion, 
had not long before turned their Irish tenants of their lands, as fome of 
them faid to me (when I enquired thereafon of their fo doing) even to 
ftarve upon the mountains, while they took on English , who were able 
to give them much greater rents, and more certainly pay the fame. A 
matter that was much taken notice of, and efleemcd by many, as mod 
highly conducing to the fecurityof the English intereffs, and plantation 
among them. So as all thefe circumftances duly weighed, together with 
the removal of the late obftrudfions, the great increafe of trade, and many 
other evident Symptoms of a flourishing Common-wealth, it was believ¬ 
ed even by the wifeft and bed experienced in the affairs of Ireland , that the 
peaceand tranquility of the Kingdom was now fully fetled, and moll likely 
in all humane probability to continue, without any confiderable interrup¬ 
tion, in the prefent felicity and great profperity it now enjoyed under the 
government of His Majelfy that now reigneth. 

The pmiii- In tsingufi, i <5 M. the Lords Juftices and Council finding the Popish 
ned P art yboth Houfes of Parliament to be grown to fo great a height, as was 
1641. * fcarcely 
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fcarcely compatible with the prelent Government, were very defirous to 

have an Adjournment made for three months, which was readily affented r 

unto and performed by the members of both Houfes. And this was done 

not many days before the return of the Committee formerly mentioned , 

out of England : They arrived at Dublin about the latter end of Augufl, rheimh 

and prefently after their return they applied themfelves to the Lords Tuftices Gomraifll0 - 
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and Council, defiring to have all thofe Ads and others Graces granted by out of 
His Majefty, made known unto the people by proclamations to be fent s 1mJ > and 
down into feveral parts of the Country; which while the Lords Juftices ^ at Dh ' 
took into their confideration, and lat daily compofingof Ads to be palled 
the next Selfion of Parliament, for the benefit of His Majefty, and the 
good of his Subjeds, they feemed with great contentment and fatisfadion 
to retire into the Country to their feveral habitations, that they might 
there refresh themfelves in- the mean feafon. 

The difcovery of the Confpiracy of the Irish, to 
feiz upon the Caftle and City of Dublin $ and 
their general Riling at the fame time, in all 
the Northern parts of this Kingdom. 


tkfcm C was now die ft atc ar) d prefent condition-of the Kingdom of Ire- The happy 
^ land, fuch the great ferenity through thegentle and happy tranfadion 


of the publick affairs here; As that the late 7 mA Army railed for theinva- timeofihe 
TT lion of the Kingdom of Scotland y being peaceably disbanded, their Arms faking out 
“ and Munition , by the lingular care of the Lords Juftices and CouncillVn.o/w?" 
brought into His Majefties ftores within the City of Dublin r there was* }• ri+r.- 
r t lie fine" no manner °f warlike preparations, no reliques of any kind of dilbrders 
[ t isc proceeding from the late Levies, nor indeed any noife of war remaining 
T, ■ within thefe coafts. Now while in this great calm the British continued 
s ” T j in a mod deep fecurity, under the aflurance of the blclled peace of this 
* an< ** while all things were carried on with great temper and mode- 
c ’ y f , ration in the prefent Government, and all men lat pleafandy enjoying 
1 J 1S , ‘ the comfortable fruits of their own labours, without the leaft thoughts or 
® apprehenfion of either tumults or other troubles, the differences between 

310 His Majefty, and his Subjeds of Scotland being about this time fairly com- 
’! e poled a nd fetled : There brake out upon the 1 $. of October , 164-1. amoft 
“ un e defperate and formidable Rebellion , an univerlal defedion and general 
( , Revolt, wherein not only all the meer Irish , but almoft all the old En- 
W* \ glish that adhered to the Church of Rome, were totally involved. And be- 
e 'r£‘ caufe it wilj be neeeffary to leave fome monuments hereof to pofterity, 
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of the English 
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it before it 
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I shall obferve the beginnings and firft motions, as well as trace out the 
progrefs, of a Rebellion fo execrable in it felf, fo odious to God and the 
whole \^or!d, as no age, no Kingdom, no people can parallel the horrid 
cruelties , the abominable murders, that have been without numfier, as 
well as without mercy committed upon the British inhabitants through¬ 
out the land, of what fex or age, of what quality or condition foever 
they were. / 

And firft I muft needs fay i howfoever I have obferved in the nature of 
the Irish fuch a kind of dull and deep refervednefs, as makes them with 
much faience and fecrecy to carry on their bufinefs: yeti cannot but con- 
lider with great admiration how this mifchievous plot which was to befo 
generally at the fame time, and at fo many feveral placesa&ed, and there¬ 
fore neceffarily knowp to fo many feveral perfons, should wi thout any noife 
be brought to fuch maturity, as to arrive, at the very point of execution 
without any notice or intimation given to any two of that huge multitude of 
perfons who were generally defigned (as moft of them did) tp'perish in it. 
For beiides the uncertain prefumptions that Six William Cole had of a com¬ 
motions© be railed By the Irish in flic PrbViricd ofVl/kr about a fortnight 
before th&rebdlipnf brakex>penly out, and fom <3 certain intelligence which 
he received of the &me days before the Irish role could never hear 

that any English manreceived any certain notice of this confpiracv , before 
the very evening that it was to be generally put in execution. It is true, Sir 
William Cole upon the very firft apprehenfions offomething that he conceiv¬ 
ed to be hatching among the Irish , did write a Letter to the Lords Juftices 
andCouncil, datcdthen. of OHob. 1641. wherein he gave them notice 
of the great refort made to Sir Phelim ONeal , in the County of Tyron r 
asalfo to thehoufeof the'Lord Mac-Guire , in the County of Fermanagh 
and that by feveral fulpeded perfons, fitinftruments for mifchief. As alfo 
that the faid Lord Mac-Guire had oflate made feveral journies into the Pale, 
and other places, and had fpent his time much in writing Letters, and fend¬ 
ing difpatches abroad,. Thefe Letters were received by the Lords Juftices 
and Council, andtheyinanfwerto them required him to be very vigilant 
and jndufirious to find out what should be the occafion of thofe feveral 
meetings, and fpeedily to advertife them thereof, or ofany other particular 
that he conceivedmight tend to the publickfervice of the State. And for 
that which was reveiled to Sir William Cole upop then, of Ottob. the fame 
month by John^Gormacke , & Flarty Mac Hu^h , from Brian Mac- 

Cohanaght , Mac-Guire , touching the refolution of the Irish , to feize upon 
his Majefties Caftle and City of Dublin, to murder the Lords Juftices and 
Council of Ireland , and the reft of the Proteftants there, and to feize upon 
dl theCaftles, Forts," Sea-ports, and holds that were in pofleffion of the 
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Proteftants within the Kingdom of Ireland , I find by the examination of 
JohnCormacbe , taken upon oath at Weftminfter Nov. 18, 1644. That 
the faid Sir Wtiliam Cole did difpatch Letters to the-Lords Juftices and Coun¬ 
cil the fame day to give them notice thereof. But I can alfo teftify that thofe 
Letters (whether they were intercepted, or that they otherways mifearried, 

I cannot fay) came not unto their hands , as alfo that they had not any cer¬ 
tain notice of this genera! confpiracy of the Irish y until the z 2.. of Ottob. in 
the very evening before the day appointed for the furpriz of the Caftle and 
City of Dublin . Then the Confpirators being many of them arrived within 
the City , and having that day met at the Lion Tavern near Copper Alley, 
and there turning the Drawer out of the room, ordered their affairs to¬ 
gether ,drunk heal ths upon their knees to the happy fuccefs of the next morn- 0 ~ rjfh 0 do¬ 
ings work: Owen O Conally a Gentleman of a meer Irish family, but one yc« thccon- 
that had long lived among the English , and been trained up in the true Pro- fpiracy of the 
teftant religion, came unto the Lord Juftice Parfins about nine of the clock ^ r °^ c 

that evening, and made him a broken relation of a great confpiracy for the the very' * 
feizing upon His MajeftiesCaftle of Dublin : He gave him the names °f fo Cn *” 5 bc " 
fome of the chief confpirators, aflured him they were come up exprefly to ^executed? 
the Town for the fame purpofe , and that next morning they would un¬ 
doubtedly attempt, and furely effect it, if their defign were not fpeedily 
prevented, and that he had underftood all this from Hugh Mac-Mahon , 
one of the chiefconfpirators, who was then in the T own, and came up but 
thevery fame afternoon for the execution of the plot; and with whom 
indeed he had been drinking fomewhat liberally, and as the truth is, did 
then make fuch a broken relation ofa matter that feemedfo incredible in it 
felf, as that his Lordship gave very little belief to it at firft, in regard it came 
from an obfeure perfbn , and one as he conceived fomewhat diftempered at 
that time. But howfoever the Lord Parfons gave him order to go again to 
Mac-Mahon , and get out of him as much certainty of the plot > with as 
many particular circumftances as he could, ftraitly charging him to return 
back unto him the fame evening. And in the mean time , having by ftrift 
commands given to the Conftable of the Caftle, taken order to have the 
gates thereof well guarded, as alfo with the Major and Sheriffs of the City 
to have ftrong watches fet upon all the parts of the fame , and to make ftay 
of all ftrangers, he went privately about ten of the clock that night to the 
Lord Bor lace's houfe without the Town, and there acquainting him with 
what he underftood from Conally , they fent for fuch of the Council as they 
knew then to be in the Town. But there came onely unto them that night. 

Sir Thomas Rotheram , and Sir Robert Meredith , Chancellour of the 
Exchequer , with thefe they fell into confultation what was fit to be done, 
attending the return of Conally . And finding that he ftaid fomewhat longer 
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then the time prefixed, they fen t outinfearch after him, and found him 
feized on by the watch, and fo he had been carried away to prifon , and the 
difcovery that night difappointed, had not one of the Lord Par fins Servants 
exprefly fent amongfl: others to walk the ftreets, and attend the motion of 
the faid Conally , come in and refcued him, and brought him to the Lord 
Borlace’s houfe. Conally having fomewhat recovered himfelf from his 
diflemper,occafioned partly, as he faid himfelf, by the horrouroftheplot 
reveiled to him , partly by his too liberal drinking with Mac-Mahon , that 
he might the more eafily get away from him (he beginning much tofu fpect 
and fear his difcovering of the plot) confirmed what he had formerly re¬ 
lated , and added thefe farther particulars fet down in his Examination, as 
followeth. 


The Examination of Owen 0 Conally Gentleman, taken 
before us whofe names enfue, Oftob. 12. 1641. 

'XXT Ho being duly [worn , and examined , faith , That he 
V V being at Monimore, in the County of JLondon-Derry 
on Tuefday lajl , he received a Letter from Colonel Hugh Oge 
Mac-Mahon, defiring him to come to Conaght in the County of 
Monaghan, and to be with him on Wednefday or Thurfday 
laft , whereupon he , this Examinate came to Conaght on 
Wednefday night lajl , andfinding the faid Hugh come to Dub¬ 
lin, followed him hither: He came hither aboutfix of,the clock 
this evening , and forthwith went to the lodging of the faid 
Hugh, to the houfe near the Boat in Oxman Town, and there 
he found the faid Hugh, and came with the faid Hugh into the 
Town , near the Tillory , to the lodging of the Lord Mac-Guire , 
where they found not the Lord within , and there they drank a 
cup ofBeer , and then went back again to thefaidW ugh his lod¬ 
ging. Hefaith, that at the LordMac-Gune his lodging, the 
faid Hugh told him that there were , and would be this night 
great numbers of Noblemen , and Gentlemen ofthe I rifh Tapifts 
from all the parts of the Kingdom in this Town , who with him¬ 
felf had determined to take the CaftleofD ublin, andpojfefs 
themfelves of all His Majeflies Ammunition there to morrow 
morning , being Satu rd ay, andthatyhey j^tendedfirfl to batter 
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the Chimnies of the faid Town , and ifthe City would not yield', 
then to batter down the houfes, andfo to cut of all the Trote- 
flants that would not yoyn with them. He further faith, that 
the (did Hugh then told him, that the I rilh hadprepared men in 
all parts ofthe Kingdom, todeflroy all t he Englifli inhabiting 
there to morrow morning by ten of the clock,&that in alltheSea- 
ports,and other Towns intbeKingdom,allthe Trot eft ants should 
be killed t his night,and that all theTofts that could be, could not 
prevent it: Andfurtherfaith, that he moved the Jaid Hugh to 
forbear executing of that buftnefs,andto difcover it to the State, 
for thefaving of his own eft ate,whofaid he couldnot help it.But 
faid, that they did owe their Allegiance to the King, and would 
pay him all his Rights, but that they did thisfor the Tyrannical 
Government was over them, and to imitate Scotland, who got a 
priviledge by that courfe. And hefurtherfaith,that when he was 
with the faid Hugh in his lodging the fecond time,the y^/WHugh 
fwore that he should not go out of his lodging that night,but told 
him that he should go with him the next morning to the Cafile, 
and faid, if this matter were difcover ed, fome body should diefor 
it, whereupon this Examinate feigned fome necefftty for his 
eafement, went down out of the Chamber, and left h isJword in 
pawn, andthe /w'^Hugh fenthis man down with him, and 
when this Examinatecame down into the Tard, and finding an 
opportunity, he, this Examinate leaped over a Wall, and two 
Tales, andfo came to the Lord Juflice Parfons. 

Offob.iz. 1641 . • 

William Parfons. 

Tho. Rotheram. 0mn 0 

Rob. Meredith. 


H Ercupon the Lords took prelent order to have a Watch privately fet 
upon the lodging of Mac-Mahon, asalfoupon the L. Mac-Giare , 
and lo they fate up all that night in confultation, having far ftronger 
preemptions upon this latter examination taken, then any ways at rirft they 
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could entertain. The Lords J uftices upon a furtherconfideration (there 
being come unto them early next morning feveral other of the Privy Coun¬ 
cil) lent before day, and feized upon Mac-Mahon , then with his Servant 
in his own lodging; they at firft made fomelittle refiftance with their 
drawn fword's, but findingthemfelves over-maftered, prefently yielded, 
and fo they were brought before the Lords J uftices and Council ftill fitting 
at the Lord Borlace s houfe : where upon examination he did without much 
Gm/ confef ' difficulty confefs the Plot refolutely, telling them, That on that very day 
all the Forts and ftrong places in Ireland would be taken , That he with 
the L. Mac-Guire, Hugh Birn, Capt. Brian O Neal , and feveral other Irish 
Gentlemen, were come up exprefly t6 furpriz the Caftle of Dublin , That 
twenty men out of each County in the Kingdom were to be here to joyn 
with them, That aU the Lords and Gentlemen in the Kingdom that were 
Papifts were engaged in this Plot, That what was that day to be done in 
other parts of the Country, was fo far advanced by that time, as it was im- 
poflible for the wit of man to prevent it; and withall told them, That it 
was true, they had him in their power, and might ufe him how they plea- 
fed , but he was fure he should be revenged. 

By this time the noife of this Confpiracy began to be confufedly fpread 
abroad about the Town , and advcrtifement was brought unto the Lords 
Juftices then in Council , that great numbers of ftrangers had been obferved 
to come the laft evening, and in the morning early unto the Town , and 
The Lord m oft of them to fet up their horfes in the fuburbs: whereupon the Lords 
with feveral having in the firft place taken order for the apprehenfion of the Lord Mac - 
other of the Quire , removed themfelves for their better fecurity unto the Caftle, where 
fofedi no. 01 * body of the Council then in Town attended them at the ordinary place 

of their meeting there. In the firft place they caufed a prelent fearch to be 
made for all fuchhorles belonging to ftrangers as were brought into any 
Inns, and by that means they difcovered fome of the owners, who were 
prefently feized upon and committed to the Caftle of Dublin , having ah 
ready delivered over to the cuftody of theConftable there the Lor &*JfyCac~ 
GHire , and Hugh *yWac-Mahon; Hugh Birn , and Roger Moor , chiefof 
theconfpimtors, efcaped over the River in the night, Colonel Plmket> 
Captain Fox , with feveral others found means likewife to pafs away undif- 
cerned; and of the great numbers which came up out of feveral Counties to 
be A&ors in taking of the Caftle and City of Dublin^ there were not, through 
the flack purfuit and great negligence of the inhabitants, above thirty feized 
upon, moft of them Servants andinconfiderableperfons, thofe of quality 
having fo many good friends within the Town, as they had very ill luck if 
apprehended. The fame day before the Lords rofe from Council, they took 
order for this Proclamation which here follpweth to be made and published. 

By 
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TV. Parfons. John Borlace. 

T Hefe are to make known and publish to all 
His Majefties good Subjects in this Kingdom 
of Ireland , that there is a difcovery made by Us the 
Lords Juftices and Council, of a moft difloyal and 
deteftable Confpiracy intended by fome evil-affedted 
Irish Papifts, againft the lives of Us the Lords Juftices 
and Council, and many other of His Majefties faith¬ 
ful Subjects , univerfally throughout this Kingdom , 
and for the feizing not only of His Majefties Caftle of 
Dublin 3 His Majefties principal Fort here , butalfo 
of the other Fortifications in the Kingdom: And 
feeing by the great goodnefs and abundant mercy of 
Almighty God to His Majefty, and this State and 
Kingdom, thofe wicked Confpiracies are brought 
to light, and fome of the Confpirators Committed 
to the Caftle of Dublin , by Us, by His Majefties 
Authority, fo as thofe wicked and damnable Plots are 
now difappointed in the chief parts thereof, We there¬ 
fore have thought fit hereby not only to make it pu- 
blickly known, for the comfort of His Majefties 
good and loyal Subjects in all parts of the Kingdom , 
but alfo hereby to require them , that they do with all 
confidence and cheerfulnefs betake themfelves to their 
own defence, andftand upon their guard, fo to render 
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the more lafety to themfelves, and all the Kingdom be- 
fides, and that they advertiie Us with all podible fpeed 
of all Occurrents, which may concern the peace and 
{afety of the Kingdom, and now to shew fully that Faith 
and Loyalty, which they have always shown for the 
publick fervices ofithe Cro wn and Kingdom, which We 
will value to His Majefty accordingly, and a {pedalme¬ 
mory thereof will be retained for their advantage in due 
time. And We require that great care be taken that no 
levies of men be made for forrein lervice, nor any men 
{differed to march upon any fuch pretence. Given at 
His Ma jellies Caftleof Dublin, z 3 . OBob. 1641, 
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T His Proclamation was prefently Printed, and feveral Copies font 
downby exprefs meffengers unto the principal Noblemen and Gentle¬ 


men in feveral parts of the Country , where they caufed them to be 
, idivers waysdifperfed , hoping that when the timely difcoveryofthiscon- 
lytllatj-fpiracv , and the happy prevention in a great part, should fully appear 
r abroad, it would prove fo great a difcouragment to fuch of theconlpira- 
tors as had not yet openly declared themfelves, as that they would there- 
^tliAlby be contained within the bounds of their duty and obedience to His 
r m Majefty. The fame night the Lord Blaney arrived with the news of the 
• Cllll 'furprifal of his houfe, his Wife and hisChildren, by the Rebels of the T j, e r if e 
M^in; County of JMonaghan : Next day came advertifement from Sir a Arthur firft in the^ 
Tjringham , of the taking of the Newry and then the fad relations of^ l " c *° d 
burning, fpoiling, and horrible murders committed within the Province there burn, 
loiVlfter, began to multiply, and feveral perfonsevery day and almolt 
- every hour in every day for a good while after , arrived like "Jobs meffen- 
gcrs, telling the ftory of their own fufferings, and the fearful maffacres of 
the poor English in thofe parts from whence they came. Thefe things 
wrought fucn a general confirmation and aftonishment in the minds of all 
■ », .the English and other inhabitants well-affe£ted within the City, as they 
®*were much affrighted therewith, expecting every hour when the Irish al- 
wkk ready crept into the Town, joyning with the Papifts there, should make 
the City a Theater whereon to ad the fecond part of that Tragedy moft 
bloodily begun in the Northern parts by them. 


And it added moft extremely to thefe prefent fears, that feveral un- 


Falfe rum¬ 


my 


— happy rumours (the great tormentors of the weaker fex) were vainly oursfpread 
Ipread abroad of the fuddain approach of great numbers of Rebels outof 
the adjacent Irish Counties unto the City: Some would make us believe ,he city of- 
that they were difcerned at fome diftance already marching down from DMm. 
the mountain fide within view of the Town ; a report fo credibly deliver¬ 
ed by thofe who pretended to be eye-witneffes, that it drew fome of the 
State up to the platform of the Caftle to behold thofe who were yet in- 
vifible , though there were there that would not be perfwaded but that 
they faw the very motions of the men as they marched down the moun¬ 
tains. It was at the fame time alfo generally noifed abroad, that there 
were 10000. of the Rebels gottten together in a body attheHillofT^ra^, 
a place not above fixteen miles diftant from the Town, and that they in¬ 
tended without any further delay to march on and prefently furpriz the 
fame. Thefe falfe rumours being unluckily fpread, and by fome fomented 
fi out of evil ends , exceedingly increafed the prefent diffractions of the 
people, andraifed fuchapanick fear among them , as about fevenof the 
clock at night, the Lords Juftices and fome of the Council being then in 
° . " the 
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the Council chamber within the Caftle, there came in to them a Gentle¬ 
man of good quality, who having not without much difficulty, as he pre¬ 
tended , recovered the Gate of the Caftle, caufed the Warders then attend¬ 
ing to draw up the bridge, alluring thpm that the Rebels gathered toge¬ 
ther in great numbers, had already pcffieffed themlelves of a good part of 
the Town, and came now with great fury marching down the flreet that 
leads direCtly towards the Caftle Gate. But this fear was quickly removed 
by Sir Francis Willoughby , who being that day made Governour of the 
Caftle, caufed the draw-bridge to be let down , and lb found this to be 
afalfe Alarm occafioned by fome miftakefallen among the people, who 
continued waving up and down the ftreets, prcpoffeffed with ftrange fears, 
and fome of them upon fome flender accident drawing their fwords, 
others that knew not the caufe thought fit to follow the example, and fo 
came to appear to this Gentleman who was none of their company, asfo 
many Rebels coming up to enter the Caftle. 

The Lords Thele were the firft beginnings of our forrows, ill fymptomes, and fad 
juftices and preparatives to the enfuing evils: Therefore the Lords finding by feveral 
“r intelligences, though fome purpofely framed, that the power of the Re- 
courfe to bels was fuddenly fwollen up to fo great a bulk, and likely lb faft to mul- 
fupprdit'n ' t'ply ar >d increafe upon them, thought it high time to confider ofthere- 
this Rebel- medies, and in what condition they were to oppole, fince they could not 
lion. prevent fo imminent a danger. The Rebellion now appeared without all 
manner of queftion to be generally raifed in all parts of the North, and 
like a torrent to comedown moft impetuoully upon them: befides, it 
was no ways improbable that all other parts of the Kingdom would 
take fire and follow their example , they had the teftimony of eJHac- 
t^Cahon pofitive therein. The firft thing therefore which they took into 
confideration, was, how they were provided of Mony, Arms, and Muni¬ 
tion; Then, what Companies of Foot, and Troops ofHorfe of the old 
Army they were able to draw prefently together, as alfo what numbers 
Nd mony in of new men they could fuddenly raife. For the firft, they had this short 
the Exche- accompt from the Vice-treafurer, That there was no mony in the Exche¬ 
quer. And certainly it was a main policy in the firft contrivers of this 
Rebellion, to plot the breaking of it out at fuch a time when the Ex¬ 
chequer should be empty, and all the Kings Revenues both certain and ca- 
fual, due for that halfyear, as well as the Rents of all the British through¬ 
out the Kingdom, should be found ready either in the Tenants or Col¬ 
lectors hands in the Country, and fo neceffarily fall under their power, as 
they did to their great advantage. For Arms and Munition, the Stores 
were indifferently well furnished at this time : Befides feveral Pieces of 
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Artillery of divers forts, moll: of them fitted for prefentlervice, there were 
Arms for near ioooo men, i 500 barrels of Powder, with Match and 
Lead proportionable, laid in by the Earl of Strafford late L. Lieutenant, 
not long before, and defigned another way, butfo opportunely referved 
for this fervice, as the good providence of God did exceedingly appear 
therein, but principally in the miraculous prefervation of them out of 
the hands of the Rebels, who made thefurprizal cf thefe provifions, 
then all within the Caftle of Dublin (the common ftore-houfe of them ) 
a main part of their defign. The old Handing Army, as appears by 
this Lift, confifted only of 41 Companies of Foot , and 14 Troopsof 
Horfe. 


i A Lift of His Majefties Army in Ireland , 1641. Before 

the Rebellion began. 


Foot-Companies confiftingof fix Officers, viz,. Captain, Lieutenant, 
Enfign, Chirurgion, Serjeant and Drum, and fourty four Souldiers each 
Company. 


L ORD Lieutenants Guard — 44 

Sir Robert Farrar - 44 

Sir Thomas wharton m ■■ 1 — -* 44 

Sir George Saint-George ——■ 44 

Cap. Francis Butler ■ -- 44 

Sir Will Saint-Legucr ..- -- 44 Cap. Thomas Games 

Lord Docvjra ■ --— 44 


Cap. Thomas Rockly •* 
Sir Arthur Tyringham - 
Cap. Philip Wenman — 
Cap. Charles Price — 
Sir Charles Coot - 


ms,andM* 

tfafeoffc 


Lord Blany 

Sit Robert Steward - 

Lord Vifcount Rannelagh 
Lord Vifcount Baltinglas - 

Sir John Vaug han . .- 

Cap. George Blount —. 

Sir Hen. Ticbbourn — 

Sir Frederick Hamilton 
Lord Caffle-flewart - 
Sir Lorenzo Cary 


Cap. Chichefler Forte [cue 

Sir John Gifford -- — 

Cap. John Barry - 
Sir John Nettervile — 


Sir Francis Willoughby « 
Sir John Bor lace ■ ■ ■ — 
Cap. Robert Baily — 

Six Arthur Loft us - 

Cap Will. Billing fly - 
The Lord EJmond — 
The Lord Lambert — 
Sir George Hamilton — 
Lord Folliot ■ 

’Sir Will . Stewart 
| Cap. Robert Biron • 
j Sir John Sherlock - 
The Earl o iClanricard * 
'Cap. John Ogle 


Thefe Companies contain Officers 
Souldiers- 
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.2051 
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2297." 


Hors- 
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Hors-Troops. 


T H E Earl of Leicefter Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant General, his Troop con¬ 
futing of Captain, Lieutenant, Cor¬ 
net, and Hors-men - .— -- 108 

The Earl of Ormonds Troop, like 

Officers, and Hors-men . —— 107 

The Earl of Straffords Troop, like 

Officers and Hors-men - 58 

Lord Dillons Troop, like Officers 

and Hors-men---- 58 

Lord Wilmots Troop, like Officers 
and Hors-men — - $8 


Sir Will. Saint « Leguer , 
dent of Munfter^ the like 


Lord Prefi- 
-- 58 

Lord Vifcount Moor^ the like -58 

Lord Vifcount Grandi/on , the like 58 
Lord Vifcount Cromwel of Lecalef: he 

like - 58 

Cap. Arthur Chicefter , the like — 58 

Sir George Wentworth^ the like-58 

Sir John Bor lace , the like . — y8 

Lord Vifcount Conway , the like -- J8 
Sir Adam Loftus , the like * . - 58 


Thefe Troops contain Officers 
Hors-men - -- 



Thefe were fb ftrangely difperfedmoft of them into the remote pants 
of the Kingdom, for the guard of feveral Forts and other places, as it fell 
out to be in a manner moft impoffible to draw a confiderable number of 
them together in any time , either for the defence of the City , or the 
making head againft the Rebels in the North : and befides it was much 
to be fufpeded, the companies lying feverally fo remote, and ill furnished 
with munition, could with little fafety march to Dublin. Yet the Lords 
lent Potents prefen tly away to require feveral Companies of Foot, and fome 
Troops of Hors prefen tly to rife and march up from their feveral Garrifons 
towards the City of Dublin. And now it was held high time to give an 
accompt unto His Majefty, then at Edenburgh in his Kingdom of Scotland, 
and to the Lord Lieutenant continuing ftill at London ("the Parliament ftill 
Letters from fitting there) of the breaking out of this Rebellion, the ill condition of the 
the Lordsju- Kingdom, the wants of the State, and the Supplies abfolutely neceffary for 
councilto t ^ ie ^ r P re ^" ent defence and prefervation. And becaufe the Letter to the Lord 
the Lord Lieutenant doth moft clearly reprefent feveral particulars which may much 
Lieutenant, conduce to the knowledge of the affairs, I have thought fit to infert a true 
Copy of it, which here folio weth. 
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May it pleafe your Lords hip, 

’Friday the two and twentieth of this month , after nine of the clock at 
night 3 this hearer Owen Conally, fervantto *SVr John Klotworthy 
Knight , came to me the Lord Juflice Virions to my houfe ^ and in great fecre- 
cy(as indeed the caufe did require) difeovered unto me a mo ft wicked and damn¬ 
able confl?iracy,plotted,contrived,& intended to be alfo aided by fome evil-ajfecled 
Irish Papifls here. The plot was on the then next morning 3 Saturday the 23 of 
October, being St. Ignatius day , about nine of the clocf to fitrpriz, His Ma- 
jefiies Caflle of Dublin , His Ala jeflies chiefflrength of this Kingdom , wherein 
alfo is the principal *JAtagaz,ine of his zjfytajefties <*Arms and fffytunition , and 
it was agreed it feems amongft them , that at the fame hour all other His Ma¬ 
kefiles Forts and Magazines of Arms and Munition in this Kingdom 3 should 
befurprirzed by others of thoje Corfpirators , and further ^ that all tbe Prote- 
flants and English throughout the whole Kingdom, that would not jojn with 
them 3 should be cut off, andfo thofe Papifls should then become poffefjed of the 
Government and Kingdom at the fame infant. 

AJfoonas I had that intelligence , I then immediatly repaired to the Lord 
Juflice Borlace, and thereupon We infiantly affembled the Council , and 
having fate all that night 3 as alfo all the next day , the 23 of October, 
in regard of the short time left us for the confutation of fo great and weighty 
a matter , although it was not pofflble for us upon fo few hours warning to pre¬ 
vent thofe other great mifihiefs which were to be atled , even at that fame hour , 
and at fo great a distance as m all the other parts of the Kingdom. Tetfuch was 
cur indufiry therein , having caufed the Caflle to be that nightflrengthnedwith 
armed men , and the City guarded , as the wicked Counflls of thofe evil perfons , 
by the great mercy of God to us 3 became defeated 9 fo as they were not able to AEl 
that part of their Treachery 3 which indeed was principal , and which , if they 
could have ejfetled 3 would have rendred the refl of their purpofes the more eafy. 

Havingfo fecuredthe Caflle^ We forthwith laid about for the apprehenfon of 
as many of the Offenders as We could , many of them having come to this City 
but that night , intending it fe*ms the next morning to del their parts in thoje 
treacherous and bloody crimes. 

Thefirfl man apprehended was cne Hugh Mac-Mahon Efquire (Grandfon 
to the Trait our T yron) a Gentleman of a good fortune in the County 0/Mo- 
naghan, who with others 3 was taken that morningin Dublin , having at the 
time of their apprehenfon offered a little ref fiance with theirfwords drawn 3 but 
finding t hofe We imployed againfl them more in number, and better armed >yield¬ 
ed. He upon his Examination before us atfirfl denyed all , but in t he end 3 when 
hefaw we laid it home to him , he confejfed enough to defir oy himfelf , and im¬ 
peach fome others , as by a Copy of his Examination herewith fern, may appear 
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to your Lordship , We then committed him until We might have further time to 

examine him again, our time being become more needful to be imployed in AUi- 
on for ficuring this place , then in examining. This Mac-Mahon had been 
abroad, and ferved the K. of Spain as a Lieutenant Colonel . 

Vpon conference with him and others , and calling to mind a Letter We receiv¬ 
ed the weekfiefore from Sir William Cole, a Copy whereof We fend your Lord * 
ship here inclosed , We gathered that the Lord Mac Guire was to be anattor in 
fur pricing the Caftle of Dublin , wherefore We held it necejfarytofecurc him 
immediately , thereby alfo to ftartle and deter the re(l, when they found him laid 
fafi. His Lordship observing what we had done, and the City in <ss 4 rms, fed 
from his lodging early before day, itfeems difguifed , for we had laid a watch 
about his lodging,foaswe think he could not pafs without dt/guifing himfilf, yet 
he could not get forth of the City ,fofurely guarded were all the Gafes. 

There were found at his lodging hidden fome Hatchets,with the Helves newly 
cut off cloje to the Hatchets , and many Skeans , and fome Hammers . 

In the end the Sherijfs of the City, whom we imployed in frill fearch of his 
Lordship,found him hidden in a Cockloft, in an obfcure houfe far from his lodg¬ 
ing , where they apprehended him, and brought him before Vs. 

He denyedall ,yet fo, as he could not deny but he heard of it in the Country, 
though he would not tell us when, or from whom; and confejfed that h* had 
not advertifed Vs thereof, as in duty he ought to have done . But We were fo 
well fatisfied of his guilt inefs by all circumfiances, as We doubted not upon fur - 
ther examination when We could be able to /pare time for it to find it apparent: 
wherefore We held it of abfolute necejfity to commit him Clofe-pnfoner, as We 
had formerly done Mac-Mahon, and others: where We left him on the three 
and twentieth of this month in the morning, about the fame hour they intended 
to have been Maflers of that place, and this City. 

That morning alfo We laid wait for all thofe flrangers that came the night 
before to Town ., andfo many were apprehended whom We find rea/bn to believe t 9 
have hands in this Con/piracy, as We were forced to difperfe themintofever al 
Gaols: and Wefine efound that there came many Hors-men in to the Suburbs that 
night, who finding the plot dificovered, difperfid themfilves immediately. 

When the hour approached,which was defignedfor fur pricing theCafile, great 
numbers of /hangers were obferved to come to Town in great parties fever al 
ways; who notfinding admittance at the Gaets, /laid in the Suburbs , and there 
grew numerous ,to theterrour of the Inhabitants . Wrthcrefore to help that,drc 7 V 
up infiantly andfigned a Proclamation, commanding all men,not dwellers in the 
City or Suburbs,to depart within an hour , upon pain of death, and made it alike 
penal to thofi that should harbour them; which Proclamation the Sheriff's imme¬ 
diately pro claimed in all the Suburbs by Our commandment: which beingaccom - 
panied with the example and terror of the committal of thofe two eminent men > 
and others, occafionedthe departure of thofi multitudes: and in this cafe, all our . 
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laves andfort tines , and above all , His <•JATajefties power and regal authority 
being flill at the fake, We muft vary from ordinary proceedings , not only in 
executing martial law as We fee caufe 3 but alfo in puttingfome to the Rack L tofind 
out the bottom of this Treafbn , and all the contrivers thereof , which we forefec 
will not otherwife be done . 

On that 1 3. day of this month , We conceiving that as foon as it should be 
known that the plot for fitting Dublin Caftle was difappointed, all the Conjpi - 
rat or s in the remote parts might be fomewhat disheartned 3 as on the other fide 
the good Subjects would be comforted , and would then with the more confidence 
(land on their guard ; did prepare to find abroad to all parts of the Kingdom 
this Proclamation which we fend you here inc lofted: andfo having provided that 
the City and Caftle should be fo guarded as upon the fudden We could promife , 
We concluded that long continued confutation. 

On Saturday at 12. of the clockjtt night the Lord Blany came to Town and 
brought ZJs the ill news of the Rebels fetz>tng with two hundred men his houfe at 
Caftle ¥>hr\y in the County 0/Monaghan, and his Wife 3 Children , andSer - 
vants , as alfo a houfe of the Earl ofE fax called Carrickmacrofs with two hun¬ 
dred men, and a houfe of Sir Henry $pots wood in the fame County, with two 
hundred men 3 where there being a little Plantation of British, theyplundred 
the Town and burnt divers houfes 3 and itfence appears that they burnt divers 0- 
ther Tillages ; and robbed andfpoiled many English, and none but Prot eft ants; 
leaving the English Papi(ls untouched as well as the Irish. 

On Sunday morning at three of the clock We had intelligence from Sir Arthur 
Terringham, that the Irish in the Town had that day alfo broken up the Kings 
ft ore of arms and munition at the Newry, where the fore ofarms hath lien ever 
fence the peace y and where they foundfourfcore and ten barrels of powder 3 and 
aimed them fives, and put them under the command ofSir Con. Magennis 
Knight , and one Creely a Monk > wdplundred the English there and dijarmed 
the Garrifon . And this } though too much, is all that We yet hear is done by them . 

However We shallft and on ourguard the be (l We may to defend the Ca(lle 
and City principally , thofe being the pieces of moft importance. But if the 
Confpiracy be fo Zdmverjal as Mac-Mahon faith in his Examination it is , na¬ 
mely > 7 hat ail the Counties in the Kingdom have conferred in it 3 which We 
admire shouldfo fall out in this time ofVniverfal peace 3 and carried with that 
fecrecythat none of the English could, have anyfriend amongftthem todtfclofe it, 
then indeed We shall be in high extremity, and the Kingdom m the great eft dan - 
ger that ever it underwent, corfideringour want of men > mony, and arms, 
to enable ZJs to encounterfi> creat multitudes as they can make 3 fall should joyn 
againfl ZJs, the rather 3 becaufe Wi have pregnant caufe to doubt that the com - 
bmation hath taken force by the incitement of‘(efuries, Prlefts and Fryers • 

All the hope We have here t is 3 the old English of the Pz\e,andjbme other parts, 
willcQutwue conftant to the King in theirfidelity 3 as they did in former rebellions • 
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ay 4 nd now in thefe fir aits , We mu ft under God depend on ay iforth ^Eng¬ 
land for our prefent fupply with all fpeed > ejpecially many , We having none , 
and arms which we shall exceedingly want ; without which, We are very doubt¬ 
ful what account We shall give to the IGn^ of his Kingdom. 

But if the Conjpiracy be onely 0/"Mac-*Guire andfome other Irish of the kindred 
and friends of the Rebel T iron and other Irish in the Counties of Down . Mo¬ 
naghan , Cavan , Fermanagh Armagh , and no general revolt following 
thereupon , we hope then to make head againft them in a reafonable meafure if 
We be enabled with mony from thence , without which We can raife no forces, 
Jo great is our want of mony as we have formerly written , and our debt fo great 
to the aAbrmy: nor is mony to he borrowed here , and if it were , we would en¬ 
gage all our eft at esfor it: neither have we any hope to get in his Mafflies rents 
andfubjidies in thefe dijlurbances > which add extreamly to our necejfities. 

On Sunday morning z 4. We met again in Council , andfent to all parts ofthe 
Kingdom the enclofed Proclamation, andijfued 'Patents to draw hither feven 
Hor s-tr oops as a farther flrength to this place , and to be with us in cafe the Re¬ 
bels s hall make head and march hitherward , fo as we may be necejfitated to give 
them battel. We alfo thenfent away our Letters to she Pr eft dent of both the Pro¬ 
vinces of Munfter & Conaght : Oind we likewife then fent Letters to the 
Sheriffs of the five Counties of the Pale to confult of the befi way and means of 
their own prefervation. That day the Lord Vice Com. Gormanflon , the Lord 
Tice Co. Nettervile, the Lord T’tce Co. Fitz Williams, and the Lord 0/Houth, 
and fine e the Earles Kildare, and Fingal, and the Lords of Dutifany and 
Slane, all JVib!emen of the English Pale came unto us , declaring that they then 
and not befor e heard ofthe matter , and profejfed Loyalty to his *yi€a jelly, and 
concurrence with the State, but faidthey wanted Arms, ovhereofthey defired 
to befupplied by Us , wh ich we told them we would willingly do , as relying much 
on their faithfulnefs to the Crown : but we were not yet certain whether or no 
we had enough to arm ourflrength for the guard of the City and Caflle ; yet we 
fupplied fuch ofthem as lay in mofl danger with afmall proportion of Arms and 
sjtytunition for their houfes, left they should conceive we apprehended any jealou- 
Jy ofthem. <±And we commanded them to be very diligent in fending out watches , 
and making all the difeoveries they could, and thereof to advert ife us , which 
they readily promifed to do. 

And ifit fall out that the Irish generally rife , which we have caufe to fuf 
pell 3 then we mujl ofneceffity pm Arms into the hands of the English Pale in pre¬ 
fent, and toot her s as fafi as we can , tofight for defence of the State and the mfe Ives. 

Tour Lordship m/w fees the condition whereinwc ft and , and how necejfary it 
isfirfl t hat we enjoy your prefence jpeedilyfor the better guiding ofthofe and other 
the publickajfairs of the King and Kingdom, aAnd fecondly , that the Parlia¬ 
ment there be m+vedimmediately to advance to us a good fum of mony, which 
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\, r . being nowJpeedily fint hither,may prevent the expence of very much treajure & 
blood in a long continued war. And if your Lordship shall happen to flay on that 
v; fide any longer time\we mufl then defire your Lords hip to appoint a Lieutenant Ge¬ 
neral to difcharge the great and weighty burthen of commanding the forces here . 

Amidfl the/e confufions and difcordsfallen upon Zds , We bethought 'Os of the 
Parliament , which was formerly adjourned to November next , and the term 
now alfo at hand , which will drawfuch a concourfi of people hither and gyve 
opportunity under that pretence , affembling and taking new Councils,Jeingthe 
, former feems to be in fome part difappointed , and of contriving further danger 
l r to this State and People : We have therefore found it of unavoidable neceflity to 
prorogue it accordingly y and to dir eld the Term to be adjourned to the firfl of 
i ijp Hillary Term, excepting onely the Court of Exchequer for haflning in the Kings 
mony if it bepofflble. We defire upon this occafionyour Lordship will be pleafed 
to view our Letters concerning the plantation ofC onaght , dated the 1 4 0/April 
lafi , directed to Mr. Secretary^ ane in that part thereof , which concerns the 
Q om ty 0/Monaghan , where now thefe fires do firjl breakout. 

In the lafi place we mufl make known to your Lordship , that the Army we 
,. have , confifling but 0/2000 Foot and 1000 Horfe , are fo dijperfed in Garri- 
fins infeveral parts , as continually they have beenfince they werefo reduced , as 
jfthey be all fentfor to be drawn together , not only the places whence they are to 
\lioi, tkb be drawn , {and for whofi fafetyrhey lie there ) mufl be by abfence diflreffed; 
ffHom but alfi the Companies themfllves coming infofin all numbers may be in danger 
Difcjdi to be cut off m their march ; nor indeed have we any mony to pay the Souldiers 
jtWfjtt to enable them to march. zMndfowe take leave and remain from his tJfyCaje- 
sJMmJji' 1 flies Caftle 0/Du bin 2 5 0/October, 1541. 

Tour Lordships to be commanded 

jirilp ijiv WilliamParions. JohnBorlace. 

in Met Richard Bolton. Can. R. Dillon, Anthony Midenhs, John Raphoe, R. Digby, 

irJi,. Ad. Loftus, Ger. Lowther, John Temple, Tho. Rotheram , Fran. Willoughby, 
Ja. Ware, G. Wentworth, Robert Meredith. 
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POSTSCRIP T. 

Hefatd Owen Conally , who revelled the Conjpiracy is worthy ofvery 
great confideration , to recompence that faith and loyalty which he hath Jo 
extreamly to his own danger expreffed in this bufinefs; whereby under God there 
!0{etoft ™) et h°P e left us of deliverance of this State and Kingdom , from the wicked 
purpofes ofthofe Conjpirators. And therefore we befeechyour Lordship that it be 
r taken into confideration there , fo as he may have a mark L °f his Majefties mofi 
Royal bounty which may largely extend to him and his pojierity > we not being 

W. Parsons, 


now able here to do it for him. 

To the Right Honourable our very good Lord ROBERT 
Earle of Leicdter, Lo. Lieutenant Gen. and General 
Governour ot the Kingdom of Ireland. 
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The Lords 
Juftices caufe 
the Procla¬ 
mations to 
bedifperfed, 
Letters to be 
written and 
other means 
to be ufed for 
the preven¬ 
tion of the 
lifing of the 
Irish in the 
North , but 
all to no pur- 
pofe. 


T He difpatch lent to his Majefty was addrelTed to Sir Henry fane , Prin¬ 
cipal Secretary, and carried by Sir Henry Spot[wood , who went by 
Sea directly into Scotland; And the Letters to the L. Lieutenant were fent 
to London by Owen O Conally , the fir ft difeoverer of the Plot. 

The Lords now with all care and diligence applied their further endea¬ 
vours towards the preventing as much as was poflible,the deflrucftion intend¬ 
ed againft all the British inhabitants of the Kingdom , as well as thefecurity 
of the City and the places round about it. A work of large extent, and 
wherein they met with many difficulties, by reafon of their own wants 
both ofmen and mony. They having formerly fent away and difperfed 
the Proclamations into feveral parts of the Country, now fent Letters by 
exprelsMeflengers unto thcPrefidents of Mrnjler Sc Conaght, and to fe¬ 
veral principal Gentlemen in thofe two Provinces; as alio to others within 
theProvince of Lemfier , giving themnoticeof thedifeovery of the Plot, 
and advifing them to ftand upon their guard, and to make the beft provifion 
they could for the defence of the Country about them. They fent another 
exprefs to the Earl of Ormond, thenathishoufeat Carick^ with Letters to 
the fame effeft; and withall defired his Lordship prcfently to repair unto 
them at Dublin with his Troop of Hors. They fent likewife Gommif- 
fions to the Lords Vifcounts of Clandeboys , Sc of the Ardes , for railing of the 
Scots in theNorthern parts,and putting tnem into A rms,as they did alfo foon 
after to Sir William Stewart , Sc Sir Robert Stewart , Sc feveral other Gentle¬ 


men of quality in the North. And as they gave them order for prolecution 
The Lords of of theRebels with fire and fword,fo they gave them power to receive fuch of 
the fteat to r ^ em * n as s h° u 'd fubmit to his Majefties grace & mercy. But thefe difpatch- 
the Council- es they were enforced to fend all by Sea , the Rebels having flopped up the 
board, and pa{fages,and hindred all manner of entercourfe with that Province by Land, 
the^r Loyir 0 The Lords of the Vale having been at the Council-board,and there declared 
affe&ions to to the Lords Juftices, with great proteftations, their Loyal affeeftions unto his 
his Majefty. Majefty; together with their readinefs and forward concurrence with their 
The EngJkfh Lordships’in this fervice, came unto them again within two or three days 
circuit 3 of §C with a Petition ; wherein they offered u nto their Lordships, the deep 
Land poflef- l* en ^ e they had of an expreffion in the late Proclamation fet out upon the dif- 
fedat the covery of this great Confpiracy intended , as is there fet down. By fontc tvitaf- 

timeofthe fefled Irish Vapifts , which words they feared might be by fome mifinterpret- 
ed, and fuch a conftruction put upon them, as might refled: upon their per- 
th tEniUshJL f° ns ^ com P re hended under them. Whereupon the Lords Juftices and Coun- 
everfince in- thought fit, to defeend fo far to their fatisfadlion, as not only to remonftrate 

habitedby the clearnefs of their intentions towards them , butth^t it might appear unto 
them;it con- the world, they entertained not the leaft jealous thoughts of them, they caufed 
Counties”*' a new f >roc l arnar i° n ro be fcf out by way of explanation of the former, which 
the Counties 1 have thought fit here toinfert, that it may appear how far they were from 
of Dublin, giving any of thofe Lords and Gentlemen occafion to break out into thofe 

toeath 9 iwth 9 rebellious courfes, they loon afterwards took to their own deftruction. 

iCildare, &c. n v 
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By the Lords Juftices and Council. 

^ ! Barfons. John Bor lace. 

W Hereas a Petition hath been preferred unto Us by di¬ 
vers Lords and Gentlemen of the English Bale , in 
behalf of themfelves and the reft of the Bale, and other the 
old English of this Kingdom, shewing that whereas a late 
Confpiracy ofTreafon is difeovered ofill-affedted perfons of 
the old Irish , and that thereupon a Proclamation was pub - 
liflied by Us; wherein among other things, it is declared 
that the faid Confpiracy was perpetrated by Irish Bapifts 
without diftindtion of any 5 and they doubting that by thofe 
general words of Irish Bapifts , they might feem to be involv¬ 
ed, though they declare themfelves confident that We did 
not intend to conclude them therein, in regard they are none 
of the old Irish , nor of their fadtion, or confederacy $ but are 
altogether averfe and oppofite to all their defigns, and all 
others of like condition $ We do therefore to give them full 
fatisfadtion, hereby declare and publiih to all His Majefties 
good Subjedts in this Kingdom, That by the words, Irish 
Bapifts , We intended onely fuch of the old meer Irish in the 
Province of Ulfter , as have plotted, contrived,and been adtors 
in this Treafon, and others who adhere to them and that We 
did not any way intend, or mean thereby any of the old 
English of the Bale , nor ofany other parts of this Kingdom, 
We being well allured of their fidelities to the Crown, and 
having experience of the good affedtions and fervices of their 
Anceftors in former times of danger and Rebellion. And We 
further require all His Majefties loving Subjedts,whetherPro- 
teftants or Papifts to forbear upbraiding matter of Religion, 
one againft the other, and that upon pain of His Majefties itt- 
dignation.Given at HisMajeft.Caftle of©«£//»,2p Off. 1641. 

R. Ranelagh, R. Dillon, Ant. Afidenfis, Ad. Loftus, Geo. Shurlj, 
Gerrard Lowther, I. Temple, Fr. JVdlottoby, Ja. Ware. 

God fave the King. 

<f Imprinted ^Dublin , by the Society of Stationers. 
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The {hi sh Rebellion. 

B Ut to return now to the Northern Rebels , who fo clofelv purfued on 
their fir ft plot, as they beginning to put it in execution in moft of the 
chief places of ftrength thereupon the 1 3 .of O&ob. the day appointed for the 
furprizal of the Caftle of Dublin , had by the latter end of the fame month 
gotten into their pofFeffion all the Towns, Forts, Caftlcs, and Gentlemens 
houfes within the Counties of 7 yron, Donegal, Fermanagh, Armagh, Cavan y 
London Derry , Monaghan,8c half the County of Down, excepti ng the Cities 
of London Derry & Coleraign , the Town and Caftle of Enaktllin , and fome 
other places and Caftles wiiich were for the prefem gallantly defended by 
the British undertakers, though afterwards for want of relief furrendred 
into their hands. The chief of the Northern Rebels that firft appeared in 
the execution of this Plot within the Province of Vlfter were Sir Phelm 
O Neal , TurloghO Neal y his brother, Roury Mac-Quire brother to the 
Lord Mac-GHire , Philip O Rely •> AlulmoreO Rely , Sir Come Mac-Gennis, 
Col . Mac-Brian, tJfyCac-Mahon ; thefe having clofely combined together, 
with feveral other of their accomplices , the chief of the feveral Septs in the 
feveral Counties, divided their forces into feveral parties; and according to 
a general aftignation made among themfelves at one and the fame time, 
furprized by treachery the Town and Caftle of the Newry , the Fort of 
Dongannon , Fort Mont joy , Charlemont, Tonragei , Caricke Mac-Refte , 
CloHghcnter , Caftle Blany , Caftle of Monaghan ; being all of them places of 
considerable ftrength, and in feveral of them companies of foot, or Troops 
of Hors belonging to the ftanding-army. Befides thefe they took a mul¬ 
titude ofother Caftles, Houfes of ftrength, Towns, and Villages, all abund¬ 
antly peopled with British inhabitants, who had exceedingly enriched the 
Country as well as themfelves by their painful labours. They had made 
for their more comfortable fubfillence,handfomc and pleafant habitations, 
abounding with com, cattel, and! all other commodities that aninduftrious 
people could draw out of a good inland foil. They lived in great plenty, 
and fome of them very well ftored with plate and ready mony. They 
lived likewife in as great fecurity , being quiet and carelefs , asthcpeople of 
Laish y little fufpe&ing any treachery from their Irish neighbours. The 
English well knew they had given them no manner of pro vocation; they 
had entertained them with great demonftrations of love and affe&ion. No 
ftorycan ever shew that in any Agefince their intermixed cohabitation, 
they rofe up fo fecretly to do them mifehief. And now of late they lived fo 
peaceably and lovingly together as they had juft reafon moft confidently 
to believe, that th e.Irish would never upon any occafion generally rife up 
again to their deftruftion. This I take to be one main and principal reafon 
that the English were fo eafily over-run within the Northern Counties, 
and fo fuddenly fwallowed up, before they could make any manner of 
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refiftance in rhe very firffc beginnings of this Rebellion. For moft of the Thegreatfe- 

Engltsh having either lush Tenants, Servants, or Landlords, and all of them confident 

Irish neighbours their familiar friends: as foon as the fire brake out, and «fthc English 

the whole Country began to rife about them , fome made their recourfe ^eauaurc’* 

prefently to their Friends for protection , fome relying upon their Neigh- of their M 

bours, others upon their Landlords, others upon their Tenants and Servants 

for prefer vation, or at leaft ,prefent fafety; and with great confidence put 

their lives, their Wives, their Children, and all they had, into their power. The BugrUt 

But thefe generally either betrayed them into the hands of other Rebels, ^u^cTcdby 

or moft perfidioufty deftroyed them with their own hands. The Priefts their Irish 

had now charmed the Irish, and laid fu ch bloody impreffions in them , as it 

was held, according to the maxims they had received, a mortal fin to give Tenants! 11 

any manner of relief or protection to any of the English . All bonds and 

ties of faith and friendship were now broken ; the Irish Landlords made 

a prey of their English Tenants, Irish Tenants and Servants a Sacrifice of 

their English Landlords and Mafters, one Neighbour cruelly murdred 

by another; the very Irish children in the very beginning fell to ftrip and 

kill English children: all other relations were quite cancelled and laid afide, 

and it was now efteemed a moft meritorious work in any of them that 

could by any means or ways whatfoever, bring an English man to the ffli ^ u c r ' n 0 f 1- 

flaughter. A work not very difficult to be compaffed as.things then flood, the English 

For they living promifeuoufly among the British , in all partshaving from 

their Priefts received the Watchword both for time and place, rofe up , caufeofthclt 

as it were actuated by one and the fame fpirit, in all places of thofe Counties rudde » da- 

before mentioned at one and the fame point of time; and fo in a moment ftru6bone 

fell upon them, murdringfome, ftripping onely, or expelling others out of 

their habitations. This bred fuch a general terror and aftonishment among 

the English as they knew not what to think, much left what to do, or which 

way to turn themfelves. Their fervants were killed as they were ploughing 

in the fields, Husbands cut to pieces in the prefence of their Wives, their 

Childrens brains dashed out before their faces, others had all their goods 

and cattel feized and carried away, their houfesburnt, their habitations 

laid waft, and all as it were at an inftant before they could fufpeCt th e Irish 

for their enemies, or anyways imagine that they had it in their hearts, or in 

their power, to offer fo great violence, or do fuch mifehief unto them. 

Now for fuch of the English as flood upon their guard, and had gathe¬ 
red together, though but in fmal lnumbers, the Irish had recourfe to their 
ancient ftratagem; which as they have formerly, fo they {till continued 
to make frequent ufe of in this prefent Rebellion. A nd that was fairly to 
offer unto them good conditions of quarter , toaffure them their lives, 
their goods, and free paffage, with a fafe conduit intowhatplacefoever 
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Several poli- 
cier ufed by 
the Irish to 


Tiie insh fat- t h e y pleafed , and to confirm thefe Covenants fometimes under their 
oaths'and Hands and Seals, fometimes with, deep Oaths and Proteftations; and 
proteftationj then as foon as they had them in their power, to hold themfelves dif-ob- 
jrt/tandafiec hged from their promifes, and to leave their Souldiers at liberty to de. 
miartergiven fpoil, ftrip, and murder them at their pleafure. Thus were the poor £». 
veraMaces treated, whohad shut themfelves up in the great Cathedral Church 
murder and at Armagh by Sir Phelim O Neal , and his brother Turlogh. Thus were 
deftroy them, jueh of the English ufed by Philip OReiy , who had retired themfelves 
to Belterbcrt , the belt planted Town in the County of Cavan. And af¬ 
ter the fame barbarous manner were fuchof the English drawn out to the 
(laughter, as had gotten into the Caftlesof Longford , the Caftle of TuU 
logh in the County of Fermanagh, or the Church of Neivtoivn in the 
fame County , and feveral other places; as appears by feveral examina¬ 
tions taken upon Oath, from perfons that hardly efcaped thence with their 
lives. And befides thefe other policies they ufed, fome to diftrad 
and difeourage them, others to dif-inable them to (land out to make any 
*ftom defence. Asin feveral places the Irish came under divers pretences, and 
lifing againft, borrowed Inch Weapons and Arms as the English had in their houfes; 
»r the Scots anc [ no f ooner g 0t them into their hands, but they turned them out of 
the!; defence, their own doors, as they did at Gla/loagh in the County of Afonagban: 

And by the fame means they very gently and fairly got into their poflef. 
fion all the English Arms in the County of Cavan: The High Sheriff 
there being an Irishman andaPapift, pretending that he took their Arms 
to fecure them onelyagainft the violence of fuchof the Irish as he under- 
ftood to be in Arms in the next County. And that they might the more 
eafily effect the deftrudtion of the English , and keep off the Scots from 
giving them any affi (lance , they openly profeffed tofpare, as really they 
did at the firft, all of the Scotish Nation ; and pretended they would 
. fufferthem , as likewifeall English Papifts, to live quietly among them;, 
hoping thereby to contain all of that Nation from taking up Arms , till 
they had mattered all the English , and that then they should be well 
enough enabled to deal with them. Thus were the poor English prepa¬ 
red for the daughter, andfb exceedingly di! trailed with the tumultuous 
'land upon^ fifing of the Irish on all (Ides about them, as they could never put them- 
the defence felves into any pofture of defence. And although in many places they 
vatehoufe n^e final 1 parties, and betook themfelves into feveral Churches and 
wkhout’joyn. Caftles, fome of which were mod gallantly long defended by them., yet 
ing together did they not draw together in any fuch confiderable body , as would en- 
wh°reby°they able them to. make good their party in. the field , again ft the numerous 
give great forces of the Rebels. The truth is, they did not very readily endeavour, 
fiS 0 or dexteroufiy attempt it in any partof that Province, as Icould hear of; 
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i Undet: every man betaking himfelf the beft he could to the care of his own 
0n ^ houfe, and feeking how to fave his own family, hisgoods within , and his 


al n Cattel without. And fo while they kept fingly apart, and fingly flood 
r 5 U P for their own private prefervation, not joyning their forces together 
r, for the common fafety, they gave the Rebels a fair opportunity, and a 
™ fingular advantage, to work out with great facility their common de- 
ftru&ion. Whereas, if they had deferted their houfesupon the firft no- 
r ( tice of the rifing up of the Irish , and in the feveral Counties put them- 
^ felves into feveral bodies , under the commands of the chief English 
Gentlemen round about them, they had undoubtedly (how ill foeVer 
f they were provided of Arms and munition) been able to have encountred 
filin' the Irish, and to have beat them out of many parts of the Country, or 
at lead., to have put them to fomeftand in their enterprize. Whereas, 
by the courfe they took, they mod readily , without almoft any refiflance , 

® expofed themfelves to the mercilels cruelty of the Irish , who at the 
very firft (for fome few days after their breaking out) did not in mod 
^pretences,] places murder many oFthem: but the courfe they took, was to feiz upon 
all their goods and Cattel, to ftrip them, their Wives, and Children na- 
* ked; and in that miferable plight, the weather being moft bitter cold 
andfrofty , to turn them out of their houfes, to drive them to the Mount¬ 
ains , to wander through the Woods and Bogs; and if they by any means 
tHifth procured any other clothes,.’or but even ordinary rags to cover their 
ik tiidik nakednefs, they were prefently taken from them again, and none fuffer- 
ed to give them any kind of shelter by the way, relief, or entertain- 
JJ ment, without incurring the heavy difplcafure of their Priefts and chief 
Commanders. And fothey drove fuch of the English, whole lives they 
thought fit at that time to fpare, clear out of the Country. Some of them 
[ they wo took their journy towards Carigfergus , others towards Coirain, Derry, 
imongtkand other of the Northern Ports. Many who had gotten together and 
p Arms , flood upon their guards, came to compofition with their bloody afiai- 
lants, and gave them their goods, plate and mony, for leave to come 
?/<fup to the City of Dublin. And having bought their licenfe at fo deara 
rtfmultuc rate, had Paffes and Convoys affigned them by the chief Captains of the 
ir puttie Rebels, and fo came on of their way in great Troops of Men, Women, 
places tt and Children. Out of the County of Cavan , as M. Creighton , who by his 
lurches: charitable relief of great numbers of them, preferved them from perish- 
themr ing) teftifies in his examination, there paffed by his houfe in one compa- 
s puli'ny 1400 perfons, in another 500. from Newtown in the County of 
enu 0 Fermanagh, in others leffer numbers; all without any weapons, or any 'A^mciytrs 
: thing elfe but the very clothes on their backs, which they fuffered them cxamiaauofle 
not to carry away with them; but many were moft barbaroufly ftripped 
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of them, by thofc who undertook to give them fafe conduct, orperfidi- 
oufly betrayed by them into the hands of other Rebels , by whom fome 
were killed, others wounded : and all in a manner whatfoever they had to 
cover their nakednefs, taken from moft of them; as may appear by the 
examination of ^Adam Clover of Slonojy in the County of Cavan^ who being 
duely fworn, depofeth inter alia , That this deponent and his company that 
were robbed, obferved, that joperfons or thereabouts, were then moft 
barbaroufly murdred and,(lain outright, and about i 50 more perfons 
cruelly wounded; fo that traces of blood iffuing from their wounds , lay 
upoq the High way for 1 z miles together, andmany very youngChildren 
were left and perished by the way, to the number of 60 or thereabouts; 
becaufe the cruel purfuit of the Rebels was fuch, that their Parents and 
friends could not carry them further. And further faith, that feme of the 
Rebels vowed, That if any digged graves wherein to bury the dead Chil¬ 
dren, they should be buried therein themfelves : So the poor people left 
the moft of them unburied,expofed to ravenous beafts and fowls, and fome 
few their Parents carried a great way to bury them. And this deponent 
further faith, that he faw upon the way a woman left by theRebels ftripped 
to her fmock, fet upon by three women and fome Irish Children , who 
miferably rent and tore the faid poor English woman, ^and ftripped her of I 
her Smock in a bitterfroft and fnow, fo that she fell in labour under their 
hands, and both she and her Child died there. Thus did their mercy in 
(paring thole miferable fouls in this manner prove by much a far greater 
cruelty then if they had fuddenly cut them off, as they did afterwards many 
thoufands of British that fell into their hands. For now they ftarvedand 
perished in multitudes upon the ways as they travelled along ; and to 
thofe that outlived the mifery oftheir journy, their limbs onely ferved to 
drag up their bodies to Chriltian Burial there denied unto them. For many 
of the Men, and moft of the Women and Children that thus efcaped, either 
to Dublin or other places offafety in the North , not long outlived the 
bitternels of their pafiage; but either overwhelmed with grief, or out- 
wearied with 1 ravel, contracted thole difeafes which furthered by hunger, 
cold, nakednefs, ill lodgings, and want of other neceflaries, (truck deeply' 
into bodies that had lived long at eafe with much plenty, and foon brought 
them with forrow to their graves. 

T Hele were the firft-fruics of this Rebellion which now began to dilate 
it fclf into the other Provinces, having covered over the Northern 
Parts of the Kingdom with fearful defolations. The firft Plotters were 
yet undiftovered, but the great active inftruments appointed for the exe¬ 
cution of this horrid defign fully appeared.and had already deeply imbrued 
their hands in the bloody malfacres of the English. Sir P helms O Neal 
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Ct ’ ^ being the chief of that Sept, and now the perfon remaining of nearefl: alliance sir o 

to tbe late Earl ofTyron , aiTumed to himfelf the chief power among the ^dingsT 
I * Rebels in Vlfler ; and by his dire&ions guided the reft of his complices on, 

^ppeirlj j n t h e deftrudtion of all the English there. He was one of very mean parts 
without courage or condud; his education for a great part of his youth 
15 compel was j n England ; he was admited a Student of Lincolns Inn , and there % 

Athens trained up in the Proteftant Religion, which he foon changed after, ifnot 
'0 more per before his return into Ireland , lived loofely, and having no conjtderable 
^ rounds, eft ate , by rcafbn of the great engagement upon it, became of very little 
^Cftefteem in all mens opinions. Yet fuch were the over zealous affections of his 
,r Aereabo:Countrymen in thiscaufe, their fecrecy in attempting, their fuddennefs in 
^htents,«xec 4 ting, as by their fbrwardnefs to deftroy the English and get their 
^tfcmeof;goods, he quickly over-run that part of the Country. He had prevailed fo 
ffcttCfc r within feven days after he firft appeared in this Rebellion , by feizing 
treacheroufly at the very firft upon Charlemont , where the Lord 
W mkCaufield lay with his Foot-company, the Forts of Dongannon Sc Mont joy, 
i^thisdepo* as that in his Letter written to Father PatnckO Donnell his Confeflor, 

Hefadsftra bearing date from c JMontjoy, the 30. of Oftob. he was able to brag of great 
Men, and many vidories. And prefently after he had gotten fuch a multitude 
ftripped fc of rude fellows together, though in very ill equipage, as he marched down 
)urundent with great numbers of men towards Lifnagaruj, near the chief Plantation 
ia!mc) of the Scots j (for that part of their plot to fpare them., as they did in the 
beginning, they found now too grofs to take, therefore they refolved to 
eimita fail upon them without mercy) and yet left fufficient forces to come up 
qWint® the Pale, to take in Dondalkc in the County of Lowth . Which was 
by; ai a Frontier Town in the laft wars againft Tyron , and fo well defended it felf, Dtndalf[e 
netyfemas with all the power he had> he could never recover it into his hands, taken by the 
m, Fori d; There lay now a Foot company of the old Army, but the Lieutenant who r£ out 

fapd, Commanded it, having neither his men in readinefs, nor Arms or Munition, ning of No- 
o\i\\ived: made little or no refinance, eafily giving way to the forward affedions of rjemb > ****• 
grief, 0r( ; the inhabitants who delivered up the Town into the pofleffion of the Re- 
dlflui igbels about the beginning of November , 1641. 

kkdeef The Rebels prefently after their taking in of Dondalke marched on 
3onbrou^ urr h er into the County ofLowth , and poueffed themlelves of Mr dee > a The Rebels 
little Town within feven miles of Tredagh , anciently called Drohedagh . march up to. 
ptolSo as it was now high time to provide for the fafety of that Town. The Tred ~ 
^Nortl/Lord Moor had already retired thither from hishoufeat Millifont , and 1 ’ 

| oltm „ there remained with his troop of horfe and two companies of foot. One 
forte was un ^ er the command of Sir John Netter'vile , eldelt Son to the Lord 
I jgfa Vifcount Nettervile . He difeovered in the very beginning much viru- 
lency in his affedions, by giving falfe frights and railing falfe rumours 
u “ and 


Cl 




























40 


The Irish Rebellion. 


and making all manner of ill infufions into the minds of the Tow'nfmen, 
who as it afterwards appeared, were but too forward to take part with 
the Rebels. It is verily believed they had in the very beginning fome plot 
to cut off the Lord Moor and feiz upon his Troop ; and that Sir John 
Nettervtles part was to begin a mutiny, which he attempted that night 
he was to be upon the watch, by giving ill language, and endeavouring 
to make a quarrel with his Lordship, which he very difcreetly pafled 
over, and fo carefully looked to the guard of the Town, as they could 
take no advantage to put on their defign. Howfoever the Townfmen 
were extreamly frighted with the thoughts of their prefent danger, and 


the greater part of them being Papifts, were ready to declare themfelves 


The m con- for the Catholick caufe; only their defires were, things might be fo orde- 
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<i**h , teptef re< ^> as would adminifter unto them fpecious pretences of neceffity for the 
Tented by the fame. The L. Moor gave prefent advertifement unto the Lords ju{dices 
Ui- L Tuftices an< ^ Council, of the ili condition and mod imminent danger he found 
the Town to be then in, that it was not pofiible to preferve it out of 
the hands of the Rebels without further ftrength both of hors and foot. 
That in cafe the enemy should make any fudden approaches, or attempt r 
to furpriz the Town, he found fuch poor preparatives for defence with¬ 
in, fuch apparent figns of difloyalty in the Townsmen, and all things 
in fuch adefperate confufion, as they should not be able by the belt en¬ 
deavours they could ufe to give any good account of that place. Here- 
a Regiment u P on t ^ ie ‘ r Lordships prefently refolved, to leavyinthe City of Dublin* 
raifed by the Regiment of foot, and to place them under the command of Sir Henry 
Ticloborn for the defence of Tredagb. And for this purpofe there was 
Tent down very opportunely in the hands of the Vice-treafurer 3 000. li. inareadi- 

command of ne k to - e at t ^ iat t ‘ me ^ ent over > nto England, for the fatisfadion of a 
° publick engagement there. This the Lords thought fit to make ufe of, 
Tichharn , for for the leavying and letting out of thofe men which Sir Henry Tkhbon 
ofrt^fe. g ot together in very few days , and having a Commiffion of govern- 
K crjemb.f, mentfor the Town, with fome other private inftru&ions, he marched 
away with great alacrity and diligence the 3. of November , andhapily 
arrived next day at Tredagh. 

a Regiment Lorc * s g rantec * another Commiffion to Sir Charles Coot to levy a 

raifed by sir thoufand men more, which he moft carefully endeavoured, and within 
Charles Coon a very short time made up his Regiment, wherein very many of the En¬ 
glish , who came up ftripped and delpoiled out of the North , lifted them¬ 
felves ; for moll of the men which efcaped from thence with their lives, 
being better able to fuffer then the women and children, outlived the mi¬ 
series of their journy, and putting themfelves into feveral companies, 
fome of them had the contentment to revenge the barbarous cruelty ufed 
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by the Rebels towards them. 

U pon the-5 of November , the Lords made their 2A difpatch unto His 
Majefty, ftill at Edenburgh in Scotland : At the fame time they .ent 
feveral Letters into England , to theL. Keeper, Speaker of the houft or 
Peers, to the Speaker ofthe houfe of Commons, to the Lords of His Ma- 
jetties mod Hon. Privy Council, and to the L. Lieutenant of Ireland; in 
all which they did with much earneftnefs declare their prelent dangers, 
together with the necettity offending fudden relief. In their Letter to the 
Lords of the Council they did more particularly fet down the miferable 
eftate of the whole Kingdom, and the large progrefs that the Rebellion had 
in few days madefinceit broke out. They reprefented unto their Lord- 
ships the great outrages the Rebels had committed upon the British inha¬ 
bitants in Vlfter , that they had feizea upon all their eftates andhoufes in 
five Counties of that Province, poflelTed their Arms, detained many of 
the principal Gentlemen prifoners; That they had already flain many, 
moft barbaroufly hewed foine to pieces, that they have expo fed thou f- 
ands to want and beggery , who had good eftates and lived plentifully: 
That the Rebellion began then to diffufe it felf into the Counties of Long¬ 
ford and Letrim , and to threaten the English plantations in the King 
and Queens County : that the inhabitants of the Counties of iJfyCeath and 
Loivth began to fall upon the English near about them: that they con¬ 
ceived there could not be lefs then 30000 who had already openly de¬ 
clared themfelves in this Rebellion, and were affembied together in fe¬ 
veral great parties; that they underftood their defign was, having got 
Dondalke , to take in Tredagh , and fo to come up immediately tobefiege 
the City and Cattle of Dnbhn : that they gave outpublickly, their purpofe 
was to extirpate the English & Frot eft ants , md not to lay down Arms 
until the Romish Religion were eftablished , the Government fetled in 
the hands of the Natives, and the old Irish reftoredto the lands of their 
fuppofed anceftors That they held it their duty to acquaint their Lord- 
ships with the lamentable eftate wherein the Kingdom flood , that his 
Majefty and the Parliament might underftandit, and fo fpeedily provide 
for fending over to their relief 10000 Foot, 1000 Horfe, together with 
fomeable Commanders, 100000 1 . in mony, and further provifionsof 
A rms : That unleft thefe were prefently fent to them (they craved leave to 
repeat it again and again ) the Kingdom would be utterly loft, all the English 
& Proteftants in Ireland deftroyed, the peace of the Kingdomof England 
difturbedby the Irish from thence,and f^ England enforced to make a new 
conqueft of it, for that a Politick reformation would then be impoffible* 
But now before I pafs further, I shall here give an accompt of the ar¬ 
rival ofthefeand the former Letters of the 25 of October , addrefled by 
the Lords Juftices and Council to the L. Lieutenant of Ireland . Owen 
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The proceed- q Conallj , the hippy difcoverer of the firft: Plot ( who carried the firft 
parliament Letters over) arrived at London the lalt day of Ottober > and late in the 
of Engird evening delivered thofe Letters to his Lordship, who having read them 
adverti h re. firft over, aac * received from him full information of all other particulars 
merits within his knowledge, repaired the next morning to the Council-board , 
♦lienfof an< ^ having there acquainted the Lords of His Majefties Privy Council 

Rebellion with them, he was required by their Lordships to communicate them unto 
railed in be- the Lords of the upper houfe of Parliament, which he did accordingly 
the very fame morning : And they confidering the high importance of 
them, as foon as they had perufed them , Ordered that they should.be 
prefently fent down to the houfe of Commons, by the Lord Keeper, the 
L.PrivySeal, L. High Chamberlain, L. Admiral,L. Marshal, L.Cham- 
berlain, Earlof Bath, Earl of Dorfet, Ezdot Leicefler > Earl of Holland, 
Earl of Berks , Earl of Brijiol , L. Vifcount Saj y E. Afandevile y L. Goring , 
L. Wilmot , all of them being of His Majefties moft honorable Privy 
Council. There were Chairs provided for thefe Lords in the houfe of Com¬ 
mons, and they fat down there till the Letters were read , and then having 
informed the houfe of fuch other particulars as they had received concern¬ 
ing the general Rebellion in Ireland , they departed without any further 
conference or other debate upon them, leaving the houfii of Commons to 
coniider further of them: Who prefently Ordered, 

That the Houfe forthwith should be refolved into a Committee , to take into 
confideration the matter offered concerning the Rebellion in Ireland, as likewtfe 
to provide for thefafety of the Kingdom of England. 

This being done, they fill into a moft ferious debate of this great bu- 
finefs then before them, they fully confidered what means were fitteft 
to be ufed at prefent for the prevention of the further fpreading of that 
hideous Rebellion in Ireland , as well as flopping of the ill influence it 
might make upon their affairs in England , where great troubles even then 
began to appear within view. Ana after much time fpent in this debate, 
they came to thefe fe veral Conclufions, which being put to the queftion, 
wereaflented unto by the Committee, and fo refolved as folioweth, 
i That 50000. 1 . be forthwith provided. 

i That a Conference be defired with the Lords, to move them that a 
feleft Committee of the Members of both Houfes may be appointed to 
go to the City of London , and to make a Declaration unto them of the 
ftateof thebufinefs in Ireland , and to acquaint them that the lending of 
monies at this time will be an acceptable fervice to the Commonwealth. 
And that they propofe unto them the Loan of 50000. 1 . and to affure 
them that they shall be fecured both of the Principal and Intereft, by Ad 
of Parliament. 

3. That 
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j That a feledl Committee may be named of both Houfes toconfider 
of the affairs of Ireland. 

4 That Owen O Conally, who difcovered this great treafon, shall 
have 500. 1 . prefently paid him , and 200. l.per annum pen Cion , untilpro- 
vifion of land of inheritance of a greater value be made for him. 

5 That the perfonsof Papifts of quality within this Kingdom, may be 
fecured within the feveral Counties where they refide. 

6 That no perfon whatfoever, except thofe who are Merchants, shall be 
admitted to go over into Ireland , without Certificate from the Com¬ 
mittee of both Houfes appointed to confider the affairs of Ireland. 

Thefe with feveral other particulars concerning Ireland, and tending in 
order to the fafety of the Kingdom of Ennland > wererefolved upon the 
queftion, and Mafter Whitlock^ appointee! to report them to the Houfc 
as heads of a conference defired with the Lords concerning the affairs of 
Ireland, which was accordingly had with their Lordships the fame day; 
At which conference the L. Keeper did exprefs the very great fenfe the 
Lords had of the exceeding great care taken by the houfc of Commons 
for the prevention of the further fpreading of the Rebellion in Ireland. 
And his Lordship by command of the Lords did further let them know, 
that their Lordships did think fit to agree with them in all thofe particulars 
prefented unto them by the houfe of Commons without any material 
alteration, only adding fuch further things as they conceived might 
ferve to further and expedite their defires in the more fpeedy putting them 
in execution. 

The houfe of Commons having proceeded thus far in the affairs of Ire- 
land , upon the two firft days after the difeovery made unto them of the 
Rebellion there raifed, did notwithftanding their own prefent diftradtions, 
fet apart fome portion almoft of every day that they fate, during the whole 
month of November , for the confidering of the affairs of Ireland; and fo 
upon the third and fourth of the fame, refolved upon the queftion, and 
accordingly ordered thefe particulars following: 

1 That the Houfe holds fit that 20000. li. be forthwith fupplied for the 
prefent occafions of Ireland. 

2 That a convenient number of ships shall be provided for the guarding 
oftheSea-coafts of Ireland. 

j That this Houfe holds fit that 6000 foot and 2000 hors shall be rai¬ 
fed with all convenient fpeed, for the prefent expedition into Ireland. 

4 That the Lord Lieutenant shall prefent to both Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment, fuch Officers as he shall think fit to fend into Ireland, to command 
any forces to be tranfported thither. 

5 That Magazines of victuals shall be forthwith provided at VVeft- 
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chefter to be fent over to Dublin, as the occalions of that Kingdom shall 
require. 

6 That the Magazines of Arms, Ammunition, Powder, now in Car- 
UJk , shall be forthwith lent over to Knockfergns in Ireland. 

7 That it be referred to the Kings-council, to confider of fome fit 
way, and to prefent it to the Houfe, for a publication to be made of rewards 
to be given to fuch as shall do fervice in this Expedition into Ireland; and 
for a pardon of fuch of the Rebels in Ireland as shall come in by a time li¬ 
mited , and of a fum of mony to be appointed for a reward to fuch as shall 
bring in the Heads of fuch principal Rebels as shall be nominated. 

8 That Letters shall be forthwith fent to the Juftices in Ireland to 
acquaint them how fenfible this Houfeis of the affairs of Ireland. 

9 That the Committee of Irish affairs shall confider how, and in what 
manner this Kingdom shall make ufe of the friendship and afliftance of 
Scotland in the bufinefs of Ireland. 

10 That directions shall be given for the drawing of a Bill for the 
preffing of men for this particular fervice of Ireland. 

Thefe particulars, together with feveral others, being rcfolved upon 
the queftion, they paffed an Ordinance of Parliament, enabling the Earl 
of Leicefler Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to raife 3500 Foot, and 600 Hors, 
for the prelent fervice there. And they further expreffed their refolution, 
not to make ufe of the afliftance offered unto them by their Brethren 
of Scotland further for the prefent, then for the furnishing them with 
1000 Foot, which they defired might be tranfported out of Scotland into 
the North of Ireland. And on the fame day they ordered, that the Matter 
of his Majefties Ordnance should deliver to the L. Lieutenant of Ireland 
the number of 1000 Arms for Hors, & 8000 Arms for Foot, and ten Laft of 
powder , to be prefently lent into Ireland. And that the Lord Admiral 
should fuddenly provide shipping for the tranfporting of Men, Arms, 
and Ammunition, and other provifions according to"the former refolu- 
tions of the Houfe. 

Now while both Houfes of Parliament were taking Order forraifing 
men, mony, and fending provifions and other neceffariss for Ireland, 
there arrived thofe other Letters of the 5 o ^November, formerly men¬ 
tioned, which being addrefled to the Lords of his Majefties Privy-council, 
were communicated to both Houfes of Parliament, and after a conference 
upon them, took further refolutions for the fpeedy fending away fupplies 
into Ireland. And fuch were the forward affections and zeal oftheHoufeof 
Commons,to promove what concerned the fervice of Ireland, as they there¬ 
upon voted 200000 li. to beraifedforthefuppreffingthe Irish rebellion, 
& for fccuri ng of the Kingdom of England , & payment'of the publick debts. 
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And that they might facilitate this great work of raifing fuch a fum 
of mony, upon the credit of an A <51 of Parliament, before the mony could 
be collected throughout the Kingdom; they thought fit. for the better 
, encouragment of the City of London, and for the giving them full fatis- 
f 0!ri faction in point of fecurity for the monys' formerly lent them ^ to make 
/rrf r^his Order following, 

t % ■ He Lords and Commons in thisprefnt Parliament affembled, having a due 

JL regard to the good ajfeft ions of the City of London , exprejfed upon fundry 
occafions, by the advancing and lending of great fums of mony ffor the fervice of 
this Common-wealth : and particularly the fum of 50000 li , lent for the Irish 
affairs - andthefum of jcooo li. more lent by the faid City unto the Peers 
attending his Majefty in the Northern parts before the beginning eft his pre¬ 
sent Parliament , which are not yet paid , or otherway s fecured , shall befully fa - 
■ tisfiedand repaid unto the faid City of London, with interefl of 8 li. percent. 
for one year , out of fuch monys as are or shall be raifed by Authority of Parlia¬ 
ment. And for that purpofe an Aft; of Par liament to be paffed with all expedition . 
Provided alwayes that this prefent Ordinance shall not in any ways be prejudi - 
^ cial to any Members of the faid Houfe of Commons , who have formerly lent any 
'urns of mony to this Parliament , nor to the Northern Counties , nor to any 
perfons whatsoever , to whom both Houfe s of Parliament , or the faid Houfe 
i/rdolun:: of Commons have formerly ordered the payment of any fums of mony , nor 
it ktk to any fecurity given to them , before the making of this Ordinance . 


MtWisiTrjUt I shall now return to the affairs of this Kingdom , and the ferious 
JD confutations and means ufed here by the Juftices and Council for tht 
Dt of Mi fecuring of the City and Caftle of Dublin , which by reafon of the prefent 
faLat confufion, weaknefs, and wants, were in very great, and moft apparent 
rJAdniii danger of a fudden furpriz. 

id) to And firfi for the Caftle, Sir Francis Willoughby being made Gover- 
m icfobnour , had a Company of an 100 men well armed , afligned for the con- 
ftant guard of that place, befides the ordinary Warders, who gave their 
rkAnfual attendance there. And becaufe the Lords conceived it might be 
rlrtU dangerous in fuch defperate times to admit fuch a multitude of fuitors of 
lerlynwall forts into the Caftle, as had daily occafion to attend the Council-' 
y-cound board , they prefently transferred the place of their meeting in Coun- 
:onfereii cil to Corf, Houfe, where they continued to fit a good time after, not 
y fuppfc withftanding the great danger their perfons were continually expofed 
;Houfft unto, by the confident refort in great numbers of feveral Lords, Gentle- 
heyrta men and others, who within few dayes after declared themfelves Rebels, 
rebellion andfo went out among them. ’ It was Gods immediate providence that 
icidefe preferved them, and fuftered not thofe perfons, who foon after became 
jlii ; F 3 fuch 
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fuch bloody Rebels, to lay hold on that opportunity. For certainly, they 
might with great eafe have taken out of the way the Lords Juftices and 
Council; and fo have left all things in fuch confufion as would have brought 
on their long delired ends without any further conteftation or trouble. 
The next care was to provide viduals for the Caftle in fuch proportions 
as might enable it to endure a fiege, in cafe the Town , either through trea- 
chery within, or by forces from without , should come to be furprized 
by the Rebels, who now carried all things fo clearly before them in the 
North, astheymoft confidently gave it out they would fuddenlv come 
down and make themfelves matters of it. How to compafs this, feemeda 
matter of great difficulty , in regard there was no mony to be had for the 
performing this work foabfolutely neceftary initfelf, and at that time fo 
lighly importing the fafety and prefervation, even of the whole Kingdom. 
Thefor 


0 


inti 

Mi 


Order taken Thefore jtheMafter of the Rolles , upon whom the Lords werepleafedto 
foryiduai. impofe this fervice of vidualling the Caftle; took the advantage of the 
lingrhecame ft ran g e frights, fears, and little fafety , all the English & Proteftant$> 
conceived both themfelves and their goods to remain in at that time. He fent 
prefently for fome of the chief Merchants that wereProteftants in the Town, 
and clearly reprefented unto them, the high necefliries of the State, the 
great danger of the Town, the publick benefit, and their own private 
fecurity, in laying into the Caftle fuch of their provifions as they had lying 
by them, even in unfafe places of the City, Thefe impreffions took , and 
they rightly apprehending the common danger, that they could not out¬ 
live the ruines of the Caftle ; partly out of their own good affe&ions to the 
fervice, partly out of a prudent care to fecure their goods, were content to 
bring in great quantities of Beef, Herrings, and Corn upon the Mafter of 
the Rolles undertaking to fee them fatisfied, in cafe ufe were made of them, 
or otherwife certain reftitution in kind to the feveral owners. So as there 
wereprefently laid in by the English and Dutch Merchants, within the 
Verge of the Caftle, above 2000 barrels of Beef, 2 000 barrels of Herrings, 
and a good proportion of Wheat; provifions fufficient, not onely to victual 
the Caftle for many months, but which did ferve to maintain the whole 
Army billeted in the City a long time after, and their mony they received 
within few months after , by certificate from hence upon the Chamber 
of London; according to an Order made by both Houfes of Parliament 
in England ; for prefent payment to be made to fuch as laid in any pro¬ 
vifions for the Army in Ireland . There was then further Order taken to 
new dig and clear an old Well long fince flopped up within the walls of 
the Caftle; and to provide all other neceflariesfit fora fiege. This was 
the firft ftep to the fafety of this place, and gave great comfort and fecu¬ 
rity to all the English & Proteflants. 
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asjttliict The Caftle being thus happily provided for, the Lords took it next into The l. jufti- 
I 4 vtk theircare how to fecure the City in fome fort, againft any fudden attempts, p^yefor 
wtroiibl- And this proved a work not eafy to be effected, not onely in regard of the the fafcty of 
‘fli propor crazinefs of the walls, the large Suburbs, and weaknefs of the place; 

-ftfirou^; but much more in refpeCt of the corrupt ill affections of the Popish inha- 
tote'ik bitants within the City : So ftrangely were many of them deluded with 
iretkm the ill infufionsof their Priefts, as they did certainly (as we found after- 
Wdeiiljc wards by woful experience) do all that in them lay, to promove the re- 
k, ,4 bellious defigns then fet on foot (as they believed) onely for the re-fettle- 
ieliadfot men t of their religion, and recovery of their liberties. They were thein- 
iuhtnr ftruments to conveigh away privately moft of the chief Confpirators, 
loleKingi who would have furprized the Caftle on the 23. of Ottob. They fecretly 
nepkt entertained many of the Rebels that came out of the Country, they like- 
», eo fwifefent them relief that were abroad, by fecret ways, conveighing as 
: p r(t( | ( well Ammunition, as intelligence of all paflages from hence. And fuch 
timt Hj ftrongaverfionshad they againft all contributions for the maintenance of 
inthei HisMajefties army; as in the very beginning of the rebellion, when the 
j, e j Q!!i Lords fentfor the Major and Aldermen, and laying before them the high 
[wn . t neceflities of the State, together with the apparent danger ofthc City and 
uy, whole Kingdom , deliredto borrow a confiderable fum of mony for the 
P re f ent > which they undertook to repay out of the next treafure that should 
arrive out of England. The Popish party among them was fo prevalent, 

“dionsto- as l ^ at a ^ ter a mo ^ ^ r > ous confulation and very folemn debate among 
j K(or themfel ves, they returned this anfwer, that they were not able to furnish 
above 40. 1. and part of that was to be brought in in cattel. 
udeofti There remained at this time imbarqued within the harbour of Dub- 

I'm four hundred Irish Souldiers , ready , as was pretended, to fet fail barqued 
for Spam , under the command of Colonel John Barry , who with fome 
‘ other Irish Gentlemen had procured leave from His Majefty to leavy cer- C a t ° je /‘”^ 0 
'*} tain numbers of voluntiers to be tranfported over for the ferviceofthe King Spain > atthe 
1 ''of Spain. And thofe levied in other parts, as well as at Dublin , were brought thc’firf™ ° f 
together juft at the very timedefigned for the execution of the great plot, breaking out 
The pretence was fpecious, but certainly their intentions how finely foever °/^ e Rcbd ' 
: e ' covered over, were to have thole men in a readinefs together, at the very 
, , time appointed for the firft breaking out of thefe unnatural troubles. And as 

111 al T for thofe men which lay within the Harbour of Dublin , they were fb great a 
cr tJ ‘: terrour to all the Proteftant inhabitants in the City,as it exceedingly perplex- 
: “ e Jf'. ed the Lords how to difpofe fo of them as might prevent the mifehief juftly 
- 1 ' feared, in cafe of their landing. Their Commanders had fo handfomely 
I1D 1 ordered the matter, as though they were defigned for a long voyage, yet 
, ftay on ship-board any longert hey could not ,by reafon they had no vi¬ 
ctuals. 
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cluals, not even enough to carry them out of the Harbour; and no mata 
had order in the abfence of Colonel Barry (who retired himfelf fom? 
few miles out of the Town, the very evening before the Caftle should 
have been taken) to provide for the further fupplying of them. To fufFer ' 
themtoland, wastoadd fo many inftruments ofmifehiefto thofe already 
gatehred within and about the City. Therefore it was refolved that the 
Captain of the Kings Pinace thenin the Harbour should by force keep them , 
fromlanding, which he did feveral days together, till it was apparent they 
would inevitably ftarve, ifa courfe were not fuddenly taken to afford them 
dome relief. Whereupon the Lords having no means to vi&ual them 
aboard, gave them leave to land, having firft takenorder they should not 
come into the City. 

The Lords Juftices & Council thought fit within very few days after 
the landing of thefe men, the more to deter them, and all other ill-affeded 
perfons from repairing to the City of Dublin, toiffue out a Proclamation 
for thedifeovery and prefeat removal of all fuch-as did-or should come and 
continue there without juft or neceftary caufe. But fo careful were they in 
this, and all other their actions > not to gi ve any diftafte to the Irish or orher 
inhabitants of the Country, as they forbare toinfli&any punishment upon 
any that continued in the City contrary to their Proclamation , fparing fe- i 
veral perfons whom they had not onely j uft caufe to be jealous of, but who | 
were brought before them, and convinced to have uttered fpeeches clearly 
difeovering their ill affe&ions. And having by late Proclamations prorogued 
the Parliament, and adjourned Michaelmas Term, that under pretence of 
repair to either of them, unneceflary concourfeof ftrangers might not be 
brought unto the Town , they proceded on to fbme other Ads, which as 
they conceived would not only render great fecurity to the City, but leflen 
the diftempers abroad, bring fafety to the Pale y and keep the dangers at 
diftance, and far off from them. And for thispurpofe they being informed, 
that a multitude ofthe meaner fort of people were ignorantly involved in 
the guilt of this rebellion, and by the wicked feducement ofthe firft: Con- 
fpirators had been drawn on to defpoile their English neighbour,they iffued 
out a Proclamation about the beginning of the month of November , declar¬ 
ing unto all fuch as were not Freeholders within the County of Meath, 
FPeji-meath , Loivth , & Longford; that if they would come in and fub- 
nait, makereftitution of the goods fo taken , they should be received to 
His Majefties mercy, and no further profecution held againft them. 

Much about the time ofthe fending forth of this Proclamation, fbme of 
the chief of the Sept ofthe Relyes , and other prime Gentlemen in the County 
of Cavan fent up a kind of R.emonftrance to the Lords Juftices andCounol. 
Whereunto they returned them a very fair anfwer, alluring them of their 
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readincfs to give them all juft redrefs of their grievances exprefled therein, fo £ Rem ° n - 
they would in themean time retire peaceably to their houfes, reftore as they U p a t n 0 cc t h e nt 
were able the English-mens goods, and forbear all further Acts of rapine Lords Jufti- 
and violence. And theydidprefently fend over their Remonftrance to the ^ounaf 
Lord Lieutenant, to be prefented to His Majefty, according to their de- frojn the Re- 
fires. But thefe ways of moderation and peaceable pcrfwalions, pro ved of ^ 
very little effe<ft,they had no manner of influence into the rcfolved minds of cmm! ° 
the Leaders, or of operation upon the hardned hearts of the people ; they 
were too deeply engaged , fofleightly to retire. They had now drenched • 
thcmfelves in the blood of the English , and were greatly enriched with their 
fpoils. It was not poflible for them to make reftitution, and they hoped to . 

go through with the work & by the united power of the Kingdom to draw 
the whole managment of the affairs into their own hands. 

And now likewifethe Lords Juftices and Council, that they might 
shew the great confidence they had in the Lords and chiefGentlemen of 
xhePale, and give them both opportunity and means to exprefs their loy- Commif- 
alty and affections to His Maj eft iesfer vice, refolved (according as the con- fa>nsofraar- 
ftitution of their affairs then required) to do fome fuch Afts as might granted unto 
clearly perfwade them of the great truft they really repofed in them. And fe verai per- 
therefore’fir ft they gave out feveral Commiffions of Martial Law, for exe- Lords*'jufti- 
cuting (without attending a proceeding according to the ordinary courfe ces. 
of the Common Law) of fuch Traitours and Rebels as should be appre¬ 
hended doing mifchief in any parts of the Country about them. And 
thefe they directed to the moft adive Gentlemen , though all Papifts, 
inhabiting in the feveral Counties, As, To Henry Talbot in the County of 
Dublin , JobtiBellewEfc^m the County of Lowth , Richard Dalton and 
"James Tmt Efq; in the County of Weft-meath 3 Valerian Wejley in the Coun¬ 
ty of Meath , James Talbot in the County of Cavan . ^ ^ 

Next they made choice ofthe chief perfons of quality refiding in the fibiwofgo- 
faid Counties of the Pale , and others adiacent to them, to govern and vernment of 
command fuch forces as should be raifed by them, and armed by the c£umi« l 
ftate for the defence of the Country, and iffued out from the Council- within the 
board feveral Commiffions of government unto them. As, One to the f 0 4/ p e ^™ cd 
Earl of Ormond and the L. Vifcount Mont garret , for the County of Kii - L ord s and 
kenny ; to Walter Bagnall Efq; for the County of Caterlagh ; Sir Jam. Dil- Gentlemen , 
Ion the elder, and Sir James Dillon the yoqger for the County of Longford ; g f 

L. Vifcount Cofleloe for the County o (Maio, Sir Robert Talbot & Gar rat Religion. 
Birne for the County of Widow ; Sir Chrifiopher Belleiv for the County of 
Lnvth ; Earl of Kildare for the County of Kildare\ Sir Thomas Nugent for 
the County of Weft-meath, Nicholas Barmvall for the County of Dublin; 

L. Vifcount Gormanfton for the County of Meath . All thefe were made 
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choice of without diftindtion ofreligion ; the Lords holding it fit at that 
time to put the chief perfons of power in the Country into thofe places 
of truft; hoping they might prove good inftruments to oppofe the threatn- 
ing incurfions of the Northern Rebels which they knew them well 
enabled to perform if they would really joyn in thefervice, or at leaf! be 
kept by this their great confidence in them, from giving any entertain¬ 
ment or afliftance to their rebellious defigns. 

The Commiffion directed to the L. o f Gormanfton, I have thought fit 
here toinlert. It was found afterwards in his ftudy by fome of His Maje- 
ftiesarmy, when he and all the reft of the Governours that were of the 
Romish Religion, thuschofen, deferted their houfes, and openly declared 
themfelves in actual rebellion. The other Commiflions were all of the 
the fame tenour. 
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^at. By the Lords Tuft;ices and Council. 

to thofejt 


! i'fit at; 
»thofei 



waty jght trufty and well beloved, We greet you well, 
mvaitet jy whereas divers moft difloyal and malignant perfons 
^ , within this Kingdom have traiteroufly confpired againft His 
Majefty, His Peace, Crown, and Dignity; and many of them 
: Weo f' in execution of their Confpiracy, are traiteroufly aflembled 
sWe4 together in a warlike manner, and have moft inhumanely 
wallof: made deftrudtion and devaftation of the perfons and eftates of 
divers of His Majefties good and loyal Subjects of this King¬ 
dom, and taken, (lain, and imprifoned great numbers of them. 
We out of our care and zeal for the common good, being de- 
firous by all means tofupprefs the faid treafons and traitors , 
and to conferve the perfons and fortunes of His Majefties lov¬ 
ing Subjects here in fafety,- and to prevent the further fpoil 
and devaftation of His Majefties good people here, do there¬ 
fore hereby require and authorize you, to levy, raife and 
afiemble, all, every, or any the forces, as well Foot-men as 
... Hors-men with in the County of Meath, giving you hereby 
the command in chief of all the faid. forces, and hereby further 
requiring and authorizing you as Commander of them in 
chief, to arm, array, divide, diftribute, difpofe,conduft, 
lead, and govern in chief the faid forces , according to your 
beft Difcretion; and with the faid forces to refift, purlue, fol- 
1 low, apprehend, and put to death, flay, and kill, as well 
by battel as other ways, all and Angular the faid Confpi- 
rators, Traitors and their Adherents, according to your Dif¬ 
cretion; and according to your Confcience and Difcretion to 
proceed againft them, or any of them, by martial law , by 
hanging them or any of them till they be dead, according as 
it hath beenaccuftomedin time of open Rebellion ; andalfo 
to take, wafte, and fpoil their, or any of their Caftles, 
Holds, Forts, Houfes, Goods, and Territories, or other- 
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wifetoprefervethe lives of them, or any of therrij and to 
receive them into His M ijefties favour and mercy , and to 
forbear the devaftation of their, or any of their Caftles, Forts, 
Houfes, Holds, Goods, and Territories afore mentioned, 
according to your difcretion : Further hereby requiring and 
authorizing you to do, execute, and perform all and fmgular 
fuch other things for examination ofperfonsfufpe&ed, dis¬ 
covery ofTraitors and their adherents, parlying with, and 
granting Protections to them or any of them, takingupof 
Carts, Carriages, and other conveniences, fending and 
retainingefpials, victualling chefaid forces, and other things 
vvhatfoever conducing to the purpofe afore mentioned,as you 
in your Difcretion fhall think fit, and the neceffity ofthe 
fervice require, further hereby requiring and authorizing 
you, as commander in chief, to constitute and appoint fuch 
Officers and Minifters refpectively, for the better perform¬ 
ance and execution ofall and fmgular the premiles, as you in 
your Difcretion fhall think fit. And We do hereby require 
andcommand, all and fmgular His Majefties Sheriffs, Offi¬ 
cers , and Ministers, and loving Subjects, of and within the 
County of GMeath , and the borders thereof, upon their 
faith and allegiance to his Majelty, and to his Crown, to be 
aiding, helping, and afllfting to you, in the doing, and execut¬ 
ing ofall and lingular the premifes; This our Commiffionto 
continue during Our pleafure only -, and for thefo doing, 
this fhall be your fufficient Warrant. Given at His Majefties. 
Caftle ofD u b l i n , Novemb. 164.1. 

R. 'Dillon. Io. Temple. 

la. Ware. Rob. Meredith. 

T o our very good Lo. Nicholas 
Vic. Com. Gormanjlown. 
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I N thefe Commiffions it is very obfervable , that there was power 
given to thefe Lords and Gentlemen to whom they were directed, 
not only to life fire and fword, for the definition of the Rebels and 
their Adherents, but alfo to preferve the lives of any of them, to receive 
them or any of them , into his Majefties favour or mercy. This plainly 
shews the very great confidence the Lords were plea fed to repofe in them; 
as alfo their defires to make them inftruments, todeliver thofemultitudes 
of people that engaged themfelves in this Rebellion, from the power, 
either of his Majefties arms, or civil juftice. They intended nothing but 
the reducing of a rebellious Nation ; and they at the firft applied lenitives, 
which failing in the cure, they were afterwards then enforced to have 
recourfe to more violent medicines. 

That thefeGovernours thus conftituted, might be the better enabled munftiemde- 
according to the authority and power given unto them by their feveral livered out 
Commiffions, to undertake the defence of the Country in this high ex- a°j he ch ^f ds 
tremity of the near approaching dangers; The Lords took order to Gentlemen 
have delivered unto them a certain proportion of arms, to beimployed 
for the arming pf fomemen to beraifed in each County for the common l n e d council! 
lafety, befides the Arms they gave them, and other Gentlemen, for the 
defence of their own private houfes. As to the Lord of Gormanftone 
there were delivered Arms for five hundred men, for the County of 
Afeath. There were alfo delivered Arms for three hundred men for the 
County of Kildare. Arms for three hundred men for the County of 
Loivth. Arms for three hundred men for the County of Weft-meath, 

Arms for three hundred men for the County of Dublin . And about the 
fame time there were fent down four hundred Muskets, to the Lords of 
th z Ardes&iClandcboys , for the arming of the Scots in the County ofD(nvn. 

All of thefe had powder, lead, and match, proportionable to their Arms, 
at the fame time delivered unto them. 

But now the poifon of this Rebellion which had hitherto contained it co^ntTcs 1 
f.f within the Northern Counties, and the confines of them , began to be within the 
diffufed into other parts of the Kingdom. It had already infected the 
ounties of Letrim , Longford, Weft-meath , 8 cLowth, lying contiguous darethem- 
ll nto them. And upon the 12, of Novemb. the Irish in the County °f 
TVicloiv brake out moft furioufly, defpoiling, robbing, and murthering 
all the English inhabitants within that territory. They burnt all their 
fair well-built houfes, drove away their Cattel, and laid fiege to Fort 
Carew, wherein was a foot company of the old Army. The news being 
brought to the Lords Juft ices thereof, they well confidered the impor¬ 
tance of the place, and that if it were in the hands of the Rebels, and 
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that whole County in their polfeflion, they could exped little quietnefs, 
or even fafety in the City , by reafon of their near neighbourhood. 
Whereupon they were moft delirous to have fentdown forces for the re¬ 
lief of it. But when they came on the other fide to confider their want 
of means for the performance of that fervice, that they had no mony, 
but few men , and many of them not to be tr ufted; that it would be very 
dangerous to divide their fmallforces, and fo to leave the City in a man¬ 
ner unguarded , they were enforced to lay afide that refolution, and with 
great grief to fit ftill and fuffer the poor English in thofe parts to be expofed 
to the mercilefs cruelties of thofe barbarous Rebels who wentonfurioufly 
with the work, and quickly cleared all that County of the English inhabi¬ 
tants. Within few days after, the Irish in the Counties of Wexford and 
Cater lagh began to rife likewife, and to follow the bloody examples of their 
neighbours. There were now alfo great apparencies of thedifloyalty of the 
County of Kildare, who with large proteftations under the pretence of doing 
fervice had gotten into their hands the arms and munition defigned for them 
by the State. And fo myfterious and doubtful was the carriage of the Lords 
and chief Gentlemen of the English Pale , giving no manner of intelligence 
to the State of the proceedings of the Rebels, nor making any kind of prepa¬ 
ratives againft them,as their affeftions began even then to be juftly fufpe&ed. 

So as the City of Dublin being the receptacle of the whole State, the 
The fad con- Magazine of all the arms, munition and other provifions for the army, and 
dicion of the the chief fanftuary of all the English and defpoiled Proteftants*, was now 
£fJ ofDk ~ reduced to a very fad condition , defperately encompaffed on every fide, 
the Northern Rebels being come down in twofeveral parties with great 
forces, within 20 miles of it on the one fide , and the Rebels of the County 
ofWicloiv infefting it on the other fide: which with the great refort of 
ftrangers, and the continual rumours of new plotsand devices to furpriz the 
Town, poffeffed the Protefiants with extraordinary fears of their prefent 
danger. But that which made their condition appear much more formidable 
unto them, was the daily repair of multitudes of English that came up in 
troops, ftripped, andmiferably defpoiled, outoftheNorth. Many per- 
Ions ofgood rank and quality, covered over with old raggs, and feme with¬ 
out any other covering then a little twifted ftraw to hide their nakednefs. 
Some reverend Minifters and others that had efcaped with their lives, forely 
wounded. Wives came bitterly lamenting the murders of their Husbands, 
Mothers of their children barbaroufly deftroyed before their faces, poor 
infants ready to perish and pour out their fouls in their Mothers bolom: 
fome over-wearied with long travel, and fo furbated, as they came creeping 
on their knees; others frozen up with cold / ready to give up theGhoftin 
the ftreets: others overwhelmed with grief, diftra&ed with their lofles, loft 
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alfo their fenfes. Thus was the T own within the compafs of a few days after The rcl ' or! °‘ f 
it the breaking out of this rebellion filled with thefe moft lamentable fpeftades women 

ir oflorrow , which in great numbers wandrcd up and down in all parts of the and children 
it City, defolate, forfaken, having no place to lay their heads on, no clothing 
: to cover their nakednefs , no food to fill their hungry bellies. A nd to add to moft m’ifer- 
ity mat their miferies , they found all manner ofrelief very difproportionable to ab!e P ofturc 
*i anf their wants, the Popish inhabitants refilling to minifter the Ieaft comfort 
tobeetp unto them: fo as thofefad Creatures appeared like living Ghoftsin every 
twkn ftreet.Many empty houfes in the City,were up by fpecial direction taken up 
jftinkj for them: Barns, Stables, and out-noufes filled with them , yet many lay 
FijfarJ in the open ftreets, and others under flails and there moft miferably perish- 
nplcsof) ed. The Churches were the common receptacles of the meaner fort of them, 
ojaltyol who ftood there in a moft doleful pofture, as objects of charity, in fo great 
Kofifa multitudes, as there was fcarceany paflageinto them. But tnofe of better 
(Afoul quality, who could not frame themfelves to be common beggars, crept into 
oftheii private places, and fome of them that had not private friends to relieve them, 

’intellifi even wafted filently away ,and fo died without noife. And fo bitter was the 
y 0 i remembrance of their former condition, and fo infupportable the burthen 
lyfufpttt of their prefent calamity to many of them , as they even refafed to be 
> s HC|; comforted. I have known of fome that lay almoft naked, and having clothes 
m ., fent, laid them By, refufing to put them on. Others that would not ftir to 


WM 


. fetch themfelves food, thoi 


knew where it ftood ready for them. 
But they continued tolienaftily in their filthy rags, and even their own 
fflt u dung, not taking care to have any thing clean, handlbme or comfortable 
about them. And fb even worn out with the mifery of their joumy and 
cruel ulage, having their fpiritsfpent, their bodies wafted, and their fen- 
fes failing, lay here pitifully languishing; and foon after they had reco- 
leirptel vered thisTown , very many of them dyed, leaving their bodies as monu- 
iJjjji ments of the moft inhuman cruelties uled towards them. The grea- 
teftpartofthe women and children thus barbarouflly expelled out of their 
habitations, perished in the City of Dublin : and fo great numbers of 
them were brought to their graves, as all the Church-yards within the 
M y K whole Town were of too narrow a compals to contain them. So as 
vcs £ the Lords took order to have two large pieces of new ground, one on 
each fide the River , taken in upon the out-Greens, and fet apart for 
jcK , burying places. Thefe were the memorable fpe£lades of mercy, and of 
^ the great commileration the Rebels ufed to thofe English, to whom they 
MCr(f . gave their lives for a prey. But what their fufferings were, before they 
could get out of the hands of thofe bloody Villains, what ftrange horrid 
g tf inventions they ufed towards them , torturing and maffacring thofe they 
0 there murthered, isreferved to be more fully related in its proper place. 

They 
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They are left upon record to pofterity , under the oaths of many that 
efcaped, and mentioned here to no other purpofe, then to shew the ftrange 
horror and amazment the beholding of them bred in all the English and 
Proteftant inhabitants of the City. They feing the Rebels prevail fo 
mightily , expedled if they continued here to be undoubtedly expofed to 
the fame cruelties. And they now underftood by thofewho were come 
up from among them , that their dcfign was; As foon as they had taken 
inTredagh, to come and feiz upon the City and Caftleof Dublin, and 
fo to make a general extirpation of all the English , root and branch ; not 
to leave them name or pofterity throughout the whole Kingdom. 

It is eafy to conjedture what a fad confufed countenance the City then 
had ; what fears, terror, and aftonishment, the miferable fpedacles with¬ 
in, and the approaches of the Rebels without, railed in the minds of an 
affrighted, diftradted people. The English inhabitants looked upon all 
.the horrid cruelties exercifed abroad, all the calamities and deflations 
fallen upon their Country-men in other parts of the Kingdom, as arriv¬ 
ed at thefe gates, and now ready to enter : the Avenues all open , neither 
hope nor means, neither Rampires nor Trenches to keep them out. Not- 
withftanding the careful travels.and endeavours ufed by the Lords Jufti- 
ces and Council to make provifion for the common fafety , no mcny 
could be railed, few men gotten together: the Papifts well furnished with 
arms clofely conceiled, and defperately animated by their Priefts to all 
manner of mifchief: no Fortifications about the Suburbs,, nor any man¬ 
ner of defence for the City, but an old ruinous Wall, part whereof fell 
down in the very height of thefe diftradtions. And fo carelefs were the 
Citizens, and fo flowly went they about the making up that breach , as 
under pretence of want of mony, they let itly .open till the Lords fent 
unto them 40. li. toward the reparation. All things tended to a fudden 
confufion ; the very face of the City was now changed, and hadfucha 
ghaftly afpedt , as filmed to portend her near approaching ruin: the 
means of fafety appearing very flender and inconfiderable : the applica¬ 
tions by reafon of the ftrange averjions of the Popish party of a very flow 
and weak operation. Every man began to confider himfelf and his own 
private prefervation. Thofe that lived in the Suburbs removed , with their 
families into the City. The Privy Councellours and perfons of quality 
into the Caftle , which became a common repofitory of all things of 
value. The Rolles were by fpecial order removed thither : the Records 
offeveral other Offices were like wife brought in. But upon the Rebels 
advance fome what nearer, and their frequent alarms, many of thofe who 
had there taken fandtuary, began to fufpect the ftrengthof thofe old crazy 
walls, and therefore to make fare, refolved to quit the Kingdom, im- 
i; ' barquing 
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barquing themfelves and their goods with all poflible fpeed. Some who 
were detained with contrary winds in the Harbour chofe rather to en¬ 
dure al! extremities on shipboard , then to hazard themfelves a shoar 
again. Th t-Scotish Fishermen, who lay with their Boats in great num¬ 
bers within the Bay , fishing for Herrings, having with much forward- 
neft made an offer to the State to bring 500 of their men a shoar to be put 
in Arms and do prefentfervice (apropofitition at that feafon mod accep¬ 
table) were fo ftrangely affrighted one evening with a falfe alarm, as that 
in the night, on a fudden, they put to Sea, and quite difappeared on 
thefe Coafts till the year following. ThePapifts on the other fide being 
mod confident that the City woulc be taken and fack’d by the Rebels * 
and fearing, left happily they might be miftaken in the tumult and fierce 
execution, removed themfelves and their goods with the fame fpeed into 
the Country. And that which heightned the calamity of the pocr English 
was, their flight in the Winter, in fuch a difmal, ftormy, tempeftuous 
jfeafon, as in the memory of man had never been obftrved formerly tc - 
continue fo long together. Yet the terror of the P^ebels incomparably 
prevailing beyond the rage of the Sea , moft of thofe who could pro 
vide themfelves of shipping, though at-nev cr fo exceflive rates, delerted 
the City : and fuch was the violence of the winds- fuch continuing im¬ 
petuous itorms > as feveral Barques were caft away; feme in three months 
after their going from hence could recover no Port in England: and ah 
moft all that then put to Sea, werein great danger ofperishing. The ini¬ 
quities of the English Nation, which were very great in this Kingdom, 
were now full: Heaven and Earth Itemed to confpire together tor the 
punishment of them. God certainly declared his high indignation againft 
them for their great fins werewith they had long continued to provoke 
him in this land, and fuffered thefe barbarous P^ebels to be the inftru- 
raents of mifehief and cruel executioners of his fierce wrath upon them. 

But becaufe they have taken vengeance with a delightful heart to dejlroy ^ ^ 
them , for the old hatred , He will certainly in His own time execute great 17. 
vengeance 'upon them with furious rebukes , as he threatned the Philiftins 
in the like cap. 
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The Particulars of the firft Plot of the 


Irish Rebellion : Together with a brief Narration 
of the mod notorious Cruelties and bloudy Maflacres 
which enfued in feveral parts of this Kingdom. 
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Concerning 
the firft Plot 
of the Rebel¬ 
lion*. 


we fee what agreat height 


this Rebellion was 
grownup unto , within the (pace of lefs then one 
_ month, after the very firft appearance of it: What 
83 horrid murders, cruel outrages and fearful dcfolati-. 
ons it had already wrought in one Province, and what 
a powerful operation the cruelties there acted had upon 
other parts. But before I pafs further, or come to 


tkel 


Who were 


the plotters 
of it 11 or yet 
clearly dit 
covered. 


declare the univerfal dilatation of it throughout the whole Kingdom, and 
how it pleafed God even miraculoufiy to blcfs the painful endeavours of 
the State, in the prefcfvation of the City and Caftle of Dublin , till the 
arrival of their long espe&ed fuccours out of England : I hold it notamifs 
to look back, and (as far as the late difeoveries and dark glimmerings \vc 
have into the firft plot will admit) to trace it up to the firft beginnings we 
find ofit within this Kingdom of Ireland . 

Concerning the firft Original of this great Confpiracy, as like* 
wife the firft plotters and contrivers of it , 1 muft ingenuoufly con- 
fefs, that I am my felf much unfatisfied in the firft conceptions of this 
monftrous birth , and therefore shall not now be able clearly to re- 
folve others therein : I cannot yet determine who were the very firft 
Contrivers, where the firft debates were entertained, or who firft fate in 
Council about it. This, as all other works of this nature, had its foun¬ 
dation laid in the dark, and fealed up no doubt with many execrable 
Oaths, the great Engines of thefe times, to bind up the Confidences as well 
as the tongues of men from difeovery : Befides, they knew well enough, 
that the Plot being raoft abominable in it felf, to be"carried on with fuch 
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deteftable cruelty, should it take and be fully executed (which commonly 
gives to all other treafons applaufeand higheft commendation) would cer¬ 
tainly render the firft Authors, as well as thebloudy adors, moft odious 
and execrable to all Pofterity: Therefore it is not much to bewondred, 
that the firft beginnings fo myfterious and obfeurely laid , remain as 
yet conceded with fo great Obfiinacy : But yet I am very confident, 
that upon view of feveral examinations , any reafonable man will 
conclude with me , that the very firft principles of this inhumane 
Conlpiracy , were roughly drawn and hammered out at the Romish 
Forg , powerfully fomented by the treachery and virulent animofi- 
ties of fo me of the chief Irish Natives, and fo by degrees, by them moulded 
into that ugly shape wherein it firft appeared : There certainly it received 
the firft life and motion, whether at Rome , whether in Ireland , or in 
any other place , I cannot yet determine; But my meaning is, it was firft 
hatched and fet on foot by thole moft vigilant and indufirieus Emiflaries, 
who are fent continually abroad by the power of that See with fullCom- 
milfion, per fas & nefas, to make way for the re-cftablishment of the 
Romish Religion in all parts where it hath been fupprefled. Great numbers 
ofthefe wicked Inflruments (the Laws againft all of the Romish Clergy , be¬ 
ing oflate laid afide, and tacitely fufpended execution) came over into Ire - 
land : The main ground-work, and firft predifpofitions to a Rebellion in 
general, were moft undoubtedly with great dexterity and artificelaidby 
them; their venemousinfufions taking fuch deep roots in the minds of a 
blind, ignorant, liiperftitious people, as made them ready for a change, the 
great ones mifehievoufiy to plot and contrive , the inferiour fort tumultu- 
oufiy to rife up and execute whatfoever they should command. 

And if we will give credit to feveral examinations taken , many of Thcgenerat 
them from thofe of their own, wemuft believe the plot for a Rebellion Plot fora Re¬ 
in Ireland , of a very ancient date, as well as of a large extent: It had ah 

been long in contriving, and howfoever* peradventure firft thought on ancient date, 
in Ireland , yet received large contributions towards confummation out 
of England and other Forreign parts. 

Ihavefeen an Examination of one, who affirms he heard it confidently 
averred by Malone a Prieft , one that ftiled himfelf Chaplein Major within 
the Pale , that he himfelf had been feven years imployed in bringing on this 
plot to perfedion e and that he had travelled into feveral parts about it. 

Mafter Goldfmith a Minifter in Conaught told me, that he did , a full 
year before the Rebellion brake out, receivea Letterfroma Brother ofhis 
refidingat Brujfels, wherein he gave him notice thereof, though fo ob- 
fcurely, as he wellunderftood it not till afterwards. 

Patrick^ 0 Bryan , of the Parish of Galloom , in the County of Fernta*- 
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nagh , affirmeth upon Oath , that all the Nobles in the Kingdom that 
werePapifts, had a hand in this Plot, as well as the Lord <JfyCac-Gmre 
and Hugh Oge Mic-Afihowa\ that they expeded aid out of Spain by 
Owen Roe 0 Neal y and that Colonel Pluncket , one of thofe that was to 
be an ador in the furpriz of the Caftle of Dublin , told him, that he 
s*- knew of this Plot eight years fince, and that within thefe three years 
hath been more fully acquainted with it. Francis Sacheveril Efq; 
tion hath depofed , that at feveral times shortly after the beginning of this 
Rebellion, he hith heard four feveral Popish Priefts, viz ,. Hugh Relj 
of the County of Downy Edmund OTumah of the County of Armagh } 
Morice Mac-Credan of the County of Tyron , and James Hallegan of 
the County of ^Armagh, fay, That the Priefts, Jefuits and Fryers of 
England , Ireland , Spam, and other Countrys beyond the Seas, were 
the plotters, projedors and contrivers of this Rebellion and Infurredion, 
and that they have been thefe fix years in agitation and preparation of 
the fame, and that the faid Priefts did then exprefsa kind of joy that the 
fame was brought to fo good effect: He alfo further depofeth, That at 
feveral times Ever Boy Mac-Gennis in the County of Down Gentleman , 
and Hugh O Hagan in the County of Armagh Gent, did brag and fay, that 
they doubted not but that they should shortly conquer the English in the 
Kingdom, and enjoy the fame quietly to themfelves, and that they would 
not reft fo content but they would raife ftrong Armies to invade and 
conquer England. Roger Moor one of the prime Confpirators, told Mafter 
Coleljy then prifoner with him, that the Plot had been in framing feveral 
years, and should have been executed feveral times, but they wereftill 
hindred. By Letters fent from Rome to Sir Phelim O Neal-, and the Lord 
' Mac-Guirey which were intercepted and brought to the Lor d Par fins y 
though the Fryer that writ them doth not exprefs any certain knowledge 
of this very Plot, yet thus much appears by them , that they had long 
defil ed to hear of the rifing of the Irish , that the news of Sir Phelim 
DNeal’s taking Arms was very acceptable to the Pope and his two Car¬ 
dinal Nephews, affuring him of ail aftiftance from thence, and further 
defiring him to fend over an Agent to Rome , and to imploy feveral perfons 
of his own Nation, whom he there named, then refiding at Madrid , Paris , 
and with the Emperour they being fit Inftruments, and fuch as he might 
make ufe of for the procuring fuccours from thofe Prince*, whom he affur- 
The Irish edhim* would joyn to give him all aftiftance in this adion. 
h>n<r irTde- Befides thefe, we have very many other prefumptions that the Irish 
fign to shake fince they found their own ftrength, and that they were able to draw 
M Govern to 8 et ^ ei ' 8 reat numbers of men , as their feveral Septs fo ftrangely 
racnc° vein multiplied during the late peace canmow afford', have long had it in de- 
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fign to shake off the English government, to fettle the whole power 
of the State in the hands of the Natives, and to re-poffefs them of all 
the Lands now enjoyed By the British throughout the Kingdom: And that 
in this plot they did but go about to aCtuate thofe confufed general noti¬ 
ons , and to put them in a way of execution. Now they fuppofed there 
could never be offered unto them a fairer opportunity then this moft un¬ 
happy conjuncture of the affairs of great Britain , when Scotland lately in 
Arms, had by their own power and wife managments, drawn his Majefty 
to condefcend to their entire fatisfadion , as well in their Church difcipliue, 
os the liberties of that Kingdom. And in England> thediftraCtions being 
grown up to fome height, through the great mifunderftanding betwixt the 
King and his Parliament, Ireland wasat thistime left naked and unregarded, 
the Government in the hands of Juftices, the old Army difperfed in places 
of fo great diftance, as it could be of little advantage, the common Soul- 
diers moft of them Irish , and all the old Commanders and Captains, except 
fome few, worn out and gone: This, as the firft plotters thought, was the 
time to work out their own ends, and masking their perfidious defigns 
under the publick pretences of Religion, and the defence of his Majefties 
Prerogative, they letloofethe reins oftheirown vindicative humour and 
irreconcileable hatred to their British Neighbours. 

I will not prefume to fey, they knew what would fall out in Eng¬ 
land , or what miferablc embroilments that Kingdom was ready to break 
out into ; for undoubtedly the firft plot was laid, and moft exacHy form¬ 
ed many months before the War brake out betwixt the King and his people# 
But thus much I shall be bold to affirm, that upon the very firft break¬ 
ing out of this' Rebellion, they did ftrangqly conjecture, and beyond 
all appearence of reafon, even fomewhat pofitively divine, of the difmal 
breach and fearful diftempers which afterwards followed to the difabling 
of the Kingdom of England from applying remedies’towards the reduce- 
ment of Ireland . For the atteftation of this truth , I could produce 
the general concurrence of feveral circumftances, many private difcour- 
fes and advertifements, as alfo a particular Letter which I had long by 
me, written as it feems, from a very intelligent Papift, a great Zealot in 
the caufe, unto a Nephew of Sir Toby Matthews , then in Dublin , who, 
though lately converted retained yet a great friendship among them. He 
tells him in the beginning of the Letter , that he wasdefired from fome 
well wishing friends, toadvife him, as he tendred his fafety and fecurity■, 
upon the fight of thofe inftantly to forfakeand abandon that troublefome 
and inoft unfortunate Kingdom, for God and man had fpeedily refolved 
to afflid: and punish the overgrown impieties of thefe prophane times , 
all hearts and hands happily confpiring to it ; and that he should be as 
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fpeedyinhispaflageaswaspoftible, and rather, as the cafe ftood, hazard 
all dangers by Sea, then the lead at Land , tobefurenot toftopin Eng¬ 
land , efpecially at London , that link of fin (as he calls it) and center of 
diforders, for by that time he arrived there, he should be fure to find 
nothing but troubles, fa&ions and defperate diftempers; that he should 
difpatch therefore for Paris , or rather Brujfels , where there should be 
order taken for the removal of all miftakes betwixt him and his Uncle. 
This Letter was written about the beginning of November, 1641. which 
was fome few days after the breaking out of this Rebellion, and full fix 
months before the taking up of Arms in England. 

Now for the very time when this great Plot received its'firft form, 
though I conceive it of fomewhat a more ancient date, yet by all the 
examinations I have hitherto feen, I can carry it up no higher then the 
month of January , 1640. and that it was about that time communicated 
to fome of the chief Gentlemen o (Vljler , the Lord *Jfytac- Guire doth 
fufficiently teftify as well in the relation written with his own hand in the 
Tower, and delivered by him to Sir Jolvt Comers , then Lieutenant, to 
be prefented to the Lords in Parliament, as alfo in his Examination taken 
before the Lord Lambart & Sir Robert leredith Knight, in Ireland , 

<Jfytzrch 16. \6\z. In both thefe he acknowledgeth , that he being in 
Dublin in Candlemas Term , about the time when Mafter John Belkiv came 
out o£ England with the Commifiion for the continuance of the Parliament 
in Ir eland ; Roger zJfyfoor acquainted him, that if the Irish would rife, 
they might make their own conditions for the regaining of their Lands, 
and Freedom oftheir Religion; and further faith, that he had fpoken with 
fundry of Lcmjler to that purpofe, who would be ready to joyn with 
them , as, likewife a good part of Conaught , and that he found all of them 
willing thereto, if lb be they could draw to them the Gentlemen of Vlfter. 

Now for the manner of putting this Plot in execution, the faid Lord 
*JfyCac-Guire , doth further teftify in his relation aforefaid, that the faid 
Roger Moor having the next day acquainted Philip O Rely , Turlagh 0 
Neal brother to Sir Phelim O Neal-> Mafter Cofloe^ and Mac-Mahon 
herewith, did propofe, that firft every one should endeavour to draw 
his own friends into that Ad, at leaft thofe that did live in one Coun¬ 
try with them, and that when they had fo done, they should fend to 
the Irish in the Low-countries and in Spain , to let them know of the 
day and refblution, fo that they might be over with them by that 
day , or foon after with fupply of Arms and Munition , that there 
should be a fet day appointed , and every one in his own Quarters 
should rife out that day and feiz upon all the Arms he could get in 
his own County , and this day to be near Winter , fo that England 
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'T'T' could not be able to fend Forces into Ireland, before tJMay, and by that 
3 J’5 time there was no doubt to be made, but that they themfclves would be 
1 °!^ fupplied by the Irish from beyond the Seas. Then he told them further, 
^ that there was no doubttobemadeofthe/r/>Z?joyning with them, and 
^ that all the doubt was in the Gentlemen of the Pale; but he faid , for his 
own part, he was really affured, that when they had ri fen out, ihePale 
Gentlemen would not flay long after, at leatt they would not oppofe any 
ft thing ; and that in cafe they did, that they had men enough in the King- 
w dom without them : Moreover, thathe nad fpoken to a great man (who 
tii then should be namelds) who would not fail at the day appointed, to appear 
and to be fecn in the A< 51 , but that till then he was fworn not to reveil him, 
$forr but yet that upon their importunity, he afterwards told them, it was the 
by alt * Lord of Mayo, who was very powerful in the command of men in theie 
parts of Conaujht, where he lived: He further faith, that in Lent follow- 
mum ing. Matter ^ Moor , according to his promife , came into Vlfter , but 
tea that nothing was done there, but all matters put off till May foliow- 
Widin ing, where they met at j Dublin, it being both Parliament and I erm time, 
tenant, and that from thence they difpatched one Tooly Conley , parish Prieft 
ion ti to Matter JfyCoor , to Colonel O Neal , in the Low - countries, who 
n Irk within few months after arrived with this anfwer from the faid Co- 
:cWp lonel, defiring them not to delay any time in riling out, but to let 
'km. him know of the day when they intended it, and that he would not 
t/&J fail to be with them within fourteen days of that day , with good dyd; 
Ai- alfo defiring them by any means to feiz on the Cattle of Dublin if they 
rLanl could. And further hefaith, that during thetime of thefe their private 
ofenr meetings, there landed at Dublin, Colonel Pirn, Colonel Plunhet, Cap- 
iyDE tain Brien O Neal, and others, who came with directions to carry men 
loftk away , and that thefe were acquainted with the Plot, and did offertlieir 
ofVljr } fervice to bring it on , and that they would raife their men under colour to 
idle carry them into Spain, and then feiz on the Cattle of Dublin , and with the 
ittki arms found there, arm their Souldiers, and have them ready for any 
action that should be commanded them. Hefurther alfo faith , that they 
r-Mh had diversprivatc confutations about the carrying on of this confpiracy, 
todra' not onely at Dublin, but in feveral other places in the Province of 1 ZJlficr, 
i Coil. that they had fet down feveral days for the putting of it in execu- 
Jfend! tion , but meeting with fome obftacles, did not come to conclude of 
j?off the certain time till about the beginning of September , and that then 
fob they peremptorily refolved on the 25. of Qttober , for the day to exe- 
cute this long defigned plot in ; and that they had refpeft unto the 
Ajjfj day of the week, which did fall on Saturday , being the Market-day , 
j<r <$>n which there would be the lefs notice taken of people up and 
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down the ftreets; that they then tetled what numbers of men should be 
brought up out of the feveral Provinces for the furpriz of theCaftle, and 
what Commanders should lead them on , that feing the Caftle had two 
Gates , that the Lemfler men should undertake to feiz upon the little Gate, 
which lay neareft to the place where the arms and munition was placed j 
and that the great Gate should be undertaken by thofe of VIHer ^ and that 
Sir Phelim O Neal should be there in perfon ; but that heexcufed himfelf, 
becaufe he refolved at the fame time to feiz upon London Derry , and that 
thereupon by the importunity of the undertakers, it was impofed upon him 
the faid Lord Mac-Guire > to be there in perfon at the taking of theCaftle 
of Dublin. That it was further refolvedwhat number of Forces should be 
brought up out of the other Provinces, to make good thofe places ifpof- 
fefftd by them > and that Sir James Dillon did undertake to be therewith 
iooo men within four days after the taking of the Cattle ; as alfo 
that it was refolved that every one privy to that matter in every 
part of the Kingdom , should rife out that day and feiz on all the 
Forts and Arms in the feveral Counties ; as likewife on all the 
Gentry , and make them prrfoners , the more to allure themfelves 
.againft: any adverfe fortune, and not to kill any but where of neceffity 
they should be forced thereunto by oppofition. Thefe particulars, 
together with many other circumftanccs very confiderable , are let 
down in the relation given in by the Lord *JfyVac-Gnire , while he remain¬ 
ed prifoner in the Tower of London ; but I have thought fit to for¬ 
bear to relate them at large , becaufe I find that relation published by 
authority , and fo prefen ted to the common vie w. We shall find al¬ 
fo, that eJWac-tSWahon in his examination taken when he was firft ap¬ 
prehended by the Lords Juftices and Council here, doth teftify that 
all the chief of the Nobility and Gentry in this Kingdom were ac¬ 
quainted with the firft plot , and particularly , that all the popish 
party in the Committee fent into England , as likewife in both houfes 
of Parliament knew of it: In t]ie Examination of William Fit z, Gerald , 
it is thereaffirmed. That Sir Phelim O Neal fending for him five days 
after his rifing in Arms , told him , what he did was by directions 
and content of the prime Nobility and Gentry of the whole King¬ 
dom ; and that what he had done in the Northern parts, the fame 
was executed at Dublin , and in all other Forts and Towns through¬ 
out Ireland : As being a courfe refolved upon among the Lords and 
Gentry, for the prefervation of His Afajeflies Prerogative, their own 
Religion and Liberties, againft the Puritan faCtion in England , Scot - 
land Sc Ireland ; and that the Lord of Gormonflone knew of this plot 
while he was in England , is teftified by Lieutenant Colonel Read in 
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his Examination, as alfo by the Lord zJ^fac-Guire in his relation; who faith, 
thatColonel Plunket toldhim, that he being at London, had acquainted 
jfome of the Irish Committe,and particularly the Lord of Gormanslone^ with 
this plot, and that they approved it well: Colonel Plunket in his Letter to 
Father PatrickJBarmval,Lord Abbot of Mellifont (as he ft iles him) doth feem 
much to glory in the means he had ufed to incite the Lords and Gentry of 
the Pale to appear in that blefted caufe(as he terms it) and affures him that the 
Lord ofGarmonftone^vhom he there calls LordGeneral, will go bravely on. 

And now it will be no difficult matter to refolve what were the 
fecondary fteps and motions of this great plot , as well as by what 
perfons it was wrought out in Ireland , and carried on to the very 
point of execution. And firft it is to be obfetved , that howfoever 
Sir PheHm O Neal, the Lord Mac-Guire^ Philip O Rely ^ Colonel Mac- 
Brian , Hugh zJfyt-ac-Mahon and their adherents, chief of the Irish Septs 
in Vljler , and other Counties near adjacent , did firft appear upon Rebellion 
the Stage , and by their bloudy execution notoriously declare them- did not 
felves chief A dors in this horrid Tragedy : Yet this Rebellion was ^ " 

either altogether not originally plotted by them , moft of them had 
but Subordinate notions of it, and they as other ofthe chief Nobility and 
Gentry throughout the Kingdom , had feveral parts afligned them to ad 
at feveral times, in feveral plages , and did but move according to the firft 
refolutions taken, and fuch diredionsasthey had received from the firft 
Confpirators: I take it to be moft probable, after the general plot came 
robe reduced into form, that as the Lord of Gormanftone was one of 
the firft and chief movers in it, fo he and the chief of the Pale joyned 
together to draw in ("as they had done in all former Rebellions) the 
principal Septs of the old Irish , to engage themfelves , and to appear 
firft in the buiinefs: And after they had joyned together, and fo finely 
ordered the matter, as they had made it a general rifing,as Sir PhelimO Neal 
terms it, of all the Catholiks throughout the Kingdom, with the gene¬ 
ral confent ofthe prime Nobility and Gen try thereof; then, as it were, 

;with one general voice, they founded forth from all the four Provinces of 
Ireland the Same language, they ufed the fame Remonftrances, and made 
the very fame pretences for their juftification , they began the very felf- 
fame courfc, firft in ftripping, then banishing and murdring the Brit- 
ish & Protejlants , onely in the North, they drove onfomewhat more 
furioufly , and fpilt much more innocent bloud , then in any of the 
ocher three Provinces : They agreed likewife in recalling their Com¬ 
manders , all the four Provinces had their particular Emiflaries abroad: 

Thofe of Lemfter brought back Colonel Prefton> a Branch out ofthe 
Houfe of Gormanflone , who had long lived with good reputation in 
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Flanders, and him they made General of their Forces there ; but of 
’Vljler they fent into Flanders like',vile for Owen Roe 0 Neal , upon 
■whom they conferred the fame charge in that Province : The Munfier men 
brought over Garrat Barry, whom they made General of their forces: 
And thofe in Conaught drew back one of the Burks, to whom they gave the 
chief command of fuch men as they were able to draw together for the ad¬ 
vancement of the common defign : All thole held a due correljaondency, 
and in all their actions had a juft concurrency towards the main end. 

The great inftruinept chiefly imployed in this work of drawing 
tt^chiefper- the meer Irish into a firm combination with the old English (as 
ion imployed appears by the Lord tJTKac-Guire’s relation before mentioned ) was Ro~ 
conjunftion i er Moor Efquire, a perfon of a broken fortune , by defeent meerly 
between the Irish, and iffued outof the chief family of the O <JMoors in the Coun¬ 
t'd c y Lea x , but by inter-marriages allied to fome of the principal Gent- 
h/AforTat- lemen of the Pale ; He Treated with them about the Aflociation ; he 
fag a Rebel- fir ft broke the defign to the Northern Irish , he was the man that made 
feveral journeys in Lemfier , into Vljler & Conaught: Sundry meflages' 
were interchangeably fent and returned the Summer before the brea¬ 
king out of the Rebellion by his means and entercourfe between them ; 
Ana all things were fo ordred for their agreement, as they were to- 
go hand in hand together 5 fome of the principal Gentlemen of the 
Pale, as Colonel P'lunket, Captain Tax, and others, were defigned to 
joyn with the Lord Jtyfac-Guire, <JMlac - JMahon, Brian O Neal, Con 
ONeal, Hugh Birn, for the furpriz of his Majefties Caftle of Dublin. 
Car tan ^JlbCajor Donii to Owen O Neal in Flanders , in his Examina¬ 
tion taken February 1641. tells, among many other remarkable paffa- 
ges, of feveral preparatives to this Rebellion ; as that Con O Neal, 
brother to Daniel O Neal, was lent by Owen O Neal into England , and- 
that while he refided there he received letters from the Prefident Rojfe 
(which was Sir Phelim O Neal ) and that he affuredhim he went on very 
well in hisbufinefs; for Brabant Sc Faience were joyned together, which 
as he affirms, fignified in thofe Characters Vljler & Lemfier, and that 
he expeCfed the coming of.Lewes Lenoy, via,. Daniel O Neal: Befidcs, as 
’JamesTalbot Efq; teftifies in his Letter of the 9 of November 1 6y 1 writ¬ 
ten to the Lords Juftices out of the County of Cavan , that he underftood 
from Philtp Mae Mulmore O Rely , that there were certain Covenants pafled 
between the Lords of the Pale and the Northern Iruh , for the ad¬ 
vancing of (he Rebellion; and that the Remonftrance from the princi¬ 
pal Irish in the County of Cavan, unto the Lords Juftices and Coun¬ 
cil fent by Dcan J'W; , and Mafter Wdldrone , there then Prifoner, was- 
fhmed i»*the Pale and brought unto the faid Irish by Colonel Plmket r 
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one of their own : And this was in the very beginning of the Rebellion, 
long before any jealoufies were entertained by the State of the adherence 
or conjundtion of the old English with the Irish . What thofe Covenants 
orContra&s were, I cannot fay, but it is moft certain, fome there were, 
and fome Covenants alfo entred into, between the Northern Irish , and 
the Lords and Gentlemen of the chief of both the other Provinces, as well 
as Lemfter , and thefe were figned with their bloud, as Doctor Maxwel 
aeftifies in his examination, he heard Sir Phehm O Heal fay on the i ^ of 
December 1641 in his own houfe, and in the hearing of Mafter Jofeph 
Travers and others : If the Lords and Gentlemen (meaning the Papifts of 
other Provinces) then not in Arms, would not rife, but leave him in the 
lurch for all, he would produce his Warrant, figned with their own 
hands, and written in their own bloud, which should bring them to the 
Gallows. And certainly, had there not been foine very ftrange and ex¬ 
traordinary engagments, and more then I can well imagine, it had not 
been poffible that fo many perfons of quality, having great pofleffionsand 
many Children , should have declared themfelves, after they Lw the 
main part of the plot for the furpriz of the Caftlc of Dublin to fail, and 
the power of the Northern Rebels begin to decline, that the Parliament 
of England had with great alacitry and readinels undertaken the War, and 
not only engaged themfelves to his Majefty to fend over powerful fupplies 
both out of England & Scotland but by their publick Order of both 
Houfes, fent over to the Lords Juftices, and Printed at Dublin in the 
Month of November , fully declared their refolutions for the vigorous 
profecution of the war of Ireland : Nay, the Cities of Galway & Limeric , 
kept their defigns very covertly, not doing any open afts of hoftility, till 
after the arrival of fome Forces at Dublin out of England , and that the 
fiege of Drohedagh or Tredagh was raifed , and thofe bold perfidious Trai¬ 
tors beaten back into the North, the Lords of the Pale banished by force of 
his Majefties Arms out of their own habitations,. which were all fpoiled 
and laid wafte. 

Now that then they should declare themfelves, is more then a Mi¬ 
racle to me, and fuch a myftery, as I should not know what to think 
of, but that I find in the Lord Mac-Guire's relation before mentioned, 
that they were acquainted with the firft beginnings of this great Plot, 
and had a particular interefl from time to time in the carriage of it 
on , fo as I think I shall not wrong them pofitively to determine, that 
they were too deeply engaged (lightly to retire $ and that howfoever 
upon the failing of it in the main piece , they at firft ftood at a gaze, 
and were put to take up fecond Counfels; yet fuch was the ftrength 
of the confpiracy , and their great confidence in the power of their 
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Arms, as made them appear in due time to entertain their feveral affigi [f 
nations, andaCt their pares with great diligence and induftry. The wife 
of Philip 0 Roly in the County of Cavan, told James Talbot (as he openly if 
related it to the Lords Juftices at the Council-board) that she wondred very 
much the Lords and Gentlemen of the Pale did not rife and joyn with them ft 
in the very beginning of this Rebellion, adding thefe words, or to this if 
effect; That if they would have let usalone, and not fetus on, we were f 
fo well at eafe, as we would never have begun this troublefom work. It f 
cannot certainly be imagined, that thofe of the English Pale (unlefs they 1 

had been the firft projectors, or deep adventurers) would have yielded that ’ 

the meer Irish should have feized upon the City and Caftle of Dublin, 
places of refuge for them in all former troubles, and which would now 
have given them protection and lafety againft the incurfions of the 
Irish i ■ 

But I bold it not neceflary to produce further evidence in -this par- :: 
ticular; I purpofe now to declare how thofe great Inftruments of mifehief, 
that were the fupream conductors of this wicked defign, moved forwards 
fo fuccefsfully in the beginning, toward the accomplishment of their long 
intended extirpation of all the British & Proteftants out of the King¬ 
dom. I find two forts of perfons who did mod eminently appear in laying 
thofe main fundamentals whereupon their bloudy fuperftruCtions were 
greaf inftm- afterwards eafii’y reared up : And thefe were fuch of the Popish Lawyers 
ments in the as wereNativesofthe Kingdom , and thofe of the Romish Clergy offever- 
and car 0 "!" 8 ^ degrees anc ^ Orders. For the firft, they had in regard of their kpow- 
am carrym 0 j ec |^ e j n t | ic L aws ’ 0 f t l a£ Land, very great reputation and truft, they 

now began to ftand up like great Patriots for tne vindication of the liber¬ 
ties of the SubjeCl , and redrefs of their pretended grievances , and 
having by their bold appearing therein , made a great party in the 
houfe of Commons , here then fitting-, fome of them did there ma- 
gifterially obtrude, as undoubted maxims of Law , the pernicious 
fpeculations of their own brain , which though plainly difeerned to 
draw a great be full of virulency and tending to fedition , yet fo ftrangely were 
Houftof he many of the Proteftants and well meaning men in the houfe blinded 
Commons to with an apprehenfion of eale and redrefs, and fo ftupified with their 
item. 2r ° hold aecufations of the Government,' as moft thought not fit, others 
durft not ftand up to contradict their fond alfcrtions ; fo as what 
they fpake was received with great acclamation , and much applaufe 
by moft of the Proteftant Members of the houfe ; many of which Kr 
under fpecious pretences of publick zeal to this Country , they had 
inveigled into their party : And then it was, that having impeach¬ 
ed; Sir Richard Bolton, Lord Chancellour of Ireland, of high Treafom, 
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together with other prime Officers and Minifters of State that were of Eng - 

birth , fomeofthofe great Matters took upon them with much con¬ 
fidence to declare the Law, to make new expofitions of their own upon 
the Text, to frame their Queries , challenges fitter to be taken to a long , 
wilful, over-grown milgovernment, then to be made againft 
an Authority, that had for many years ftruggled againft the beloved irre¬ 
gularities or a ftubborn people, and which had prevailed far beyond 
former times, towards the allaying of the long continued diftempers of 
the Kingdom: they difdained the moderate qualifications of the Judges, 
who gave them modeft anfwers , fuch as the Law and duty to their 
Sovereign would admit. But thofe would not ferve their turn, they 
refolveduponan alteration in the Government, and drawing of it wholly 
into the hands of the Natives, which they knew they could not compaS 
in a Parliamentary way , and therfore onely made preparatives 
there , and delivered fuch defperate maxims, which being diffufed 
abroad would fit and difpofc the people to a change : As they declar¬ 
ed it to be Law, That being killed in Rebellion, though found by mat- 
terofrecord, would give the King no forfeiture ofeftates: That though 
many thoufands flood up in Arms in a Kingdom, working all man¬ 
ner ofdiftru&ion , yet if they profeffed not to rife againft the King, that 
it was no Rebellion : That if a man were out-lawed for Treafon , and 
his Land thereby veiled in the Crown or given away by the King, 
his heir might come afterwards and be admitted to reverfe the Out¬ 
lawry, and recover his Anceftors eftate. And many other pofitions of 
a perilous confequence, tending to fedition and difturbance, did they 
continue to publish during that Seffion , and by the power and ftrength of 
their party , fo far did they prevail at laft, as they prefumed to attempt 
afufpenfion ofPoynings A£l, and indeed intended the utter abrogation of 
that Statute, which remains as one of the greateft ties and beft monu¬ 
ments the English have of their entire dominion over the Irish Nation, and 
theannexion of that Kingdom to the imperial Crown oiEngland. They 
further affumed power of Judicature to the Parliament in criminal and capi- 
- tal offences: A right which no former age hath left any prefident for, nei¬ 
ther wpuld this admit the example. 

And thus carrying all things before them, they continued' the Seffion 
of Parliament begun in May , till about two months before the firft 
breaking out of this Rebellion ; it being very ill taken, that even then they 
were adjourned. And this they have fince aggravated as a high crime 
againft the Lords Juftices, and as one of the chief moving caufes to the tak¬ 
ing up of Arms generally throughout the Kingdom. 

But to let thole things pals, how finely foever th efe proceedings 
" 'li . ~ wejo 
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were carried on, and being covered over with pretences of zeal tndpublick 
affe&ion, palled then currant without any manner of fufpicion; yet now 
die eyes of all men are opened, and they are fully refol ved that all thefe 
paflages, together with the other high conteftations in Parliament, not 
to have the newly raifed Irish Army disbanded, the importunate felicita¬ 
tion of their Agents in England , to have the old Army in Ireland cashiered, 
and the Kingdom left to be defended by Trained Bands of their own 
Nation. As likewile the Commiffions procured by feveral of the moft 
eminent Commanders now in Rebellion , for the railing men to carry 
into Spain, were all parts of this Plot, Prologues to this enfuing Tragedy, 
Preparatives, fuch as had been long laid to bring on the fuddain execution 
of this moft bloudy defign , all at one and the fame time throughout 
the Kingdom. 

The means Now for the Jefuits, Priefts, Fryers, and all the reft of the viperous 
ufed by the fraternity belonging to their holy Orders ; who , as I laid, had a main |tt 
jeilnts toftir part to Ad , and have not failed with great alfiduity and diligence to 
up the people difeharge the fame. They loft no time , bu.t moft dexteroufly applied 
themfelves in all parts of the Country to lay fuck other dangerous impref- 
fions in the minds, as well of the meaner fort as of the chief Gentlemen, as ml 
might make them ready to take fire upon the firft occafion. And when this m 
Plot was fo furely, as they thought, laid, as it could not well fail, and 
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the day once prefixed for execution; they didin their publick Devotions 


long before, recommend by their Prayers, the good fuccefs of a great 


in 


defign, much tending to the prolperity of the Kingdom, and the ad¬ 
vancement of the Catholick caufe. And for the facilitating of the Work, 
and ftirring up of the people with greater animofity and cruelty to put 
it on at the time prefixed ; they loudly in all places declaimed againft the 
Proteftants; telling the people that they were Hereticks, and not to 
be fuffered any longer to live among them ; that it was no more fin 
to kill an English-man, then to. kill a dog ; and that it was a moft mor¬ 
tal and unpardonable fin to relie ve or protect any of them. Then alia 
they reprefented with much acrimony the fevere courfes taken by the 
Parliament in England , for the fupprefling of the Remish Reli¬ 
gion in all parts of the Kingdom , and utter extirpation of all pro- 
feflors of it. They told the people that in England they had caufed the ’ 
Queens Prieft to be hanged before her own face , and that they held J r 
her Majefty in her own perfon under a moft fevere Difcipline: :J] 
That the fame cruel Laws againft Popery were here ordered to be put 
fuddainly in execution ; and a defign fecretly laid for bringing and feizing 
upon all the principal Noblemen and Gentlemen in Ireland upon the 

15 of November next enfuing , and fo to make a general Maflacre 
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T" of all that would not defert their Religion and prefently become Pro- 
teftants. 

And now alfo did they take occafion to revive their inveterate ha* 
tred and ancient animofities againft the English Nation , whom they 
® 1 ’’ reprefented to themfelves as hard Matters; under whole Government, The Aisbte- 
■ howpleafant, comfortable and advantageous fo ever it was, they would 

have the world believe they had endured a molt miferable captivity and en- fities againft 
vaflalage. They looked with much envy upon their profperity, confider- the £n i u,k 
'■ ingall the Land they poflefled (though a great part bought at high rates of 
,a::i the Natives,) as their own proper inheritance. They grudged at thegreat 
% multitudes of their fair English Cattel; at their goodly Houfes, though 
latc built by their own induttry at their own charges; at the large improve- 
’ :3 ' ments they made of their Eftates, by their own travells ana careful en¬ 
deavours. They fpake with much fcorn and contempt of fuch as brought 
'^little with them into Ireland, and having there planted themfelves, in a 
little time contracted great fortunes : they were much troubled, cfpecially 
■"Pin the Irish Countrys, to lee the English live hanfomely , and to have 
lij;: every thing with much decency about them, while they lay nattily bu- 
**' ried, as it were, in mire and filthinefs; the ordinary lort of people com- 
monly bringing their Cattel into their own (linking Creates, and there 
naturally delighting to lie among them. Thefe malignant confiderati- 
* ons maae them with an envious eye impatiently to look upon all the 
British lately come over into the Kingdom. Nothing lels then a general 
extirpation will now lerve their turn ; they mull have reftitution of all 
the Lands to the proper Natives, whom they take to be the ancient 
proprietours, and onely true owners, mofl unjullly defpoiled by the 
tru English , whom they hold to have made undue acquifitions of all the Land 
ait they polfefs by gift from the Crown, upon the attainder of any of their 
dm Ancestors. 

mot! And fo impetuous were the defires of the Natives to draw the whole Theends 

noil' Government of the Kingdom into their own hands , to enjoy the ^° p ^ d y 

fcpublick profeffion of their Religion , as well as to disburden theCoun- plotters of 

if :try of all the British inhabitants feated therein , as they made the whole th e«b« Ul0!S * 

k R: body of the State to be univerfally difliked ; reprefented the feveral 

all c members as perlbns altogether corrupt and ill affedted ; pretended the 

ufd ill humours and diftempers in the Kingdom to be grown to that height 

ley has required Cauteriers, deep incifions ; and indeed nothing able to 

op!)' work fo great a cure , but an univerfal Rebellion. This was oertain- 

ilealy the difeafe , as appears by all the fymptoms, and the joynt 

I far concurrence in opinion of all the great Phyfitians* that held them* 

on Tel yes wife enough to propofe remedies, and preferibe fit applications 

a£c to 




















7 Z 


The Irish Rebellion. 


The true cau¬ 
ses of the 
Rebellion, 



to fo defperate a Malady. In thofe Inftru&ions privately lent over into 
England by the Lord Dillon of Cofteloz,, prefently after the breaking out 
of the Rebellion, the alteration of the Supream power in the government 
andletling of it in the hands of the Earl of Ormond , giving leave to the 
Grand Council of thfe Kingdom to remove fuch Officers of State, as they 
thought fit, and to recommend Natives to their places, were there poll- 
tively laid down to be a more likely means to appeafe thefe tumults thena 
confiderable Army. In the Remonftrance of the County of Longford , 
prelented about the fame time to the Lords Juftices, by the fame Lord 
Dillon , as alio in the frame of the Common-wealth, found at Sir John 
DungarsYLowk^ notfarfrom Dublin , and fent up thither out of Conaught 
to be Communicated to thofe of Lemfler ; pieces which publickly appeared 
foon after the breaking out of the Rebellion; the main points infilled 
upon in them and feveral others, were reflauration of the Publick pro- 
feffion of the Romish Religion ; rellituti<s>n of all the Plantation* lands 
unto the Natives, and fettlmentoftheprefent Government in their hands. 
All the Remonflrances from feveral parts, and that came out of the feveral 
Provinces of the Kingdom do concur in thefe Propofitions, with very 
little or no difference. And therefore that the defires with the firft inten¬ 
tions of thole who are now out in Rebellion, may more clearly appear 5 
I have thought fit here to infert them as I found them, Methodically di- 
gefted into certain Propofitions, termed. 


The Means to reduce this Kingdom unto 
Peace & Quietnefs. 

1 np Hat a general and free far don without any exception be granted to all 
JL His Alajeflies Subjects of this Kingdom ; and that in purjuance 
thereof , and for ftrengthning the fame , an of Abolition may pafe in the 

Parliament here . 

2 That all marks of National diftinttions between English andlvish. may 
be abolished and taken away by of Parliament. 

$ That by feveral Aids of Parliament to be rejpeSlively paffed here and 
in England, it be declared that the Parliament of Ireland hath no Jubordi - 
nation with the Parliament of England , but that the fame hath in it felf 
Supream Jurifdittion in this Kingdom , as abfolute as the Parliament of 
England there hath . * 

4 That the zAtl of 12 Henry the five nth, commonly Called Poynings 
e and all other Afts expounding or explaining the fame , may be re- 
pealed, 

5 That 
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j That 06 in England there paft an <*sftl for a Triennial Parliament , there 
may pafs in Ireland another for a Sexennial Parliament. 

6 That it may be enatted by Parliament^ that the iAEI of the id. of 
Queen Elizabeth in Ireland; and all other <*AEls made againjt Cat ho licks , 
or the Catholic^ Religion,fince the twentieth year of King Yterwythe eighth may 
be repealed. 

7 That the Bishopricks > Deanariesand all other ftiritml promotions of 
i this Kingdom, and all Frieries and Nunneries , may be reft or ed to the Catho¬ 
lic!^ owners, and hkewife all impropriations ofTjthes, and that the Seifs* 
o/fmbits, and PrecinEls of the Religious houfes of the Monks , may be reft or ed 
to them; but as to the reft of their temporal pofieffions, it is not defigned to be 
taken from the prefent proprietors, but to be left to them untill God shail other- 
wife incline their own hearts. 

8 That fuch as are now entitled Catholick Archbishops , Bishops , Abbots, 
or other Dignitaries in this Kingdom by donation of the Pope, may, during their 
lives , enjoy their (piritualpromotions ; with proteftation neverthelefs, and 
otherfit claufes to belaid down for prefervation of his Majeflies rights ofPatro¬ 
nages, Firft fruits, and twentieth-yarts w manner and quantity, asnerwhis 
fhghnefs receives benefit thereby. 

9 That all inquifitions taken fince the year 1634 to entitle his <JfyCajefty to 
Conaught, Thomond, Ormond, Eliogarty, Kilnemanagh, Duheara* 
Wicklow and Id vagh, may be vacated, and their eftates fecured , according 
to his Majefties late graces. 

10 That an Att of Parliament may pafs here for thefe curing the Subjects 
title to their fever al eftates againftthe Crown, upon any title accrewed unto it 
before -6 o years, or under colour or pretext of the prefent commotions. 

11 That all Plantations made fince the year 1610 may be avoided by 
Parliament, if the Parliament shall hold it juft, and their pojfejfions refto - 
red to them or their Heirs, from whom thefame were taken, t hey neverthelefi 
anfwering to the Crown the Rents and fervicesproportionable , referved upon the 
undertakers. 

1 1 That the transportation of all native Commodities to all places of the 
world in peace with his Majejty, may be free and lawful , his cuftoms firft 
paid, and that the Statutes of 1 o, 1 1 & 1 3 of Queen Elizabeth, for re¬ 
ft raining the exportation of native Commodities be repealed. 

13 That all preferments Ecclefiaftical, Civil and Alartial in this King¬ 
dom , that he in his Majefties gift, may be conferred on Natives of this King¬ 
dom onely, fuch as his Majefty shall thinkmeet, without any diftinttion for Re- 
hgon, Provided alwayes that upon the Princes of his bloud of England * he may 
beftow what places he shall thinkmeet. 

14 That a ^Marshal and Admiral of this Kingdom may be eleft ed in it, to x 

& have 
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have perpetual feuccefeion therein with the fame preheminence , authority 
and jurifdittion as they refpettively have in England , and that the faid 
places be ever conferred upon Noble-men , Natives of this Kingdom. 

I 5 That there may be Trained Bands in all Cities , Towns Corporate > and 
Counties of this Kingdom , Armed and provided at the charge of the feveral 
Counties , Cities , and Towns , and commanded by the Natives of the fame > 
who shall be named by the Counties , Cities and Towns refeeElively, 

1 6 That his Afaje/ly may releafe all Tenures in Capite and by Knight - 
fervice ; in confederation whereof , he shall receive a feet led revenue of 
1 2000 li. per annum, being double the fum which he cafually receives by 
them; Reliefs , Seifenes , Licenfes for Alienations , Efcuage and Aids ne¬ 
ver thelefs to remain . 

17 That all Monopolies may be for ever taken away by Att of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

i 8 That fetch new Corporations as have not the face of Corporate- 
Towns y and were eretted to give voices in the Parliament , may be dijfolved , 
and their Votes taken away , and hereafter no fuch to be admitted to Voices 
in Parliament. 

19 That there may be Agents chofen in Parliament or otherwife , as 
thought meet to attend continually his Majefly y to reprefent the grievances of 
this Nation , that they may be removeable by fuch as did elebl them; and in 
cafe of death or removance , others may be for ever fuccejfevely fubftituted in 
that place y and that fuch zAgcnts may enjoy the freedom of their confeience in 
Court y and every where elfe. 

Thefe are the means propofed by thefe Catbolick Remonftrants, for 
reducing of the Kingdom to peace, thefe the great obftruftions they 
would have removed, and the conftant Counfel they would have fol¬ 
lowed , in fetling the tranquillity and prefent government of this 
Land ; fo as we need feek no further evidence, nor make any more cu¬ 
rious enquiries into the fecret caufes of their firft rifing : we have here 
enough out of their own mouths, to refolve the mod fcrupulous un- 
Jishmenfof kekever t ^ r frft motives to this Rebellion. And now for the 
the Romifb matter of Religion , howfoever I am very confident they ever really 
Rjiigion only intended the re-eftablishment of that of the Church of Rome , with all 
th e re Rebel- 1 Rites and Ceremonies thereof, together with the utter extirpation 
lion. of all of the Reformed profeflion : Yet considering the large indul¬ 
gence and free: liberty they univerlally .enjoyed at that time in the 
full exercife of that their Religion throughout all the parts of the 
Kingdom ; it may be moft jullly fufpe&ed (how zealoufly foever 
they now obtrude it) that this was onely the bare outward cover¬ 
ture 
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ture made ufe of by the principal undertakers, to draw on a poor ig¬ 
norant fuperditious people to facrifice their lives in this quarrel. Nei¬ 
ther can it by any reafonable man be ever prefumed, that fuch perfons as 
made no Confcience of committing Treafon, fo many cruel Murders, 
and all other kind of abominable Villanies, not to be pareliel’d in any other 
Country , could be drawn meerly out of Confcience towards God, 
to aft thefe for the regaining of the free and publick profeffion of their 
Religion. 

This certainly was no more the true and main caufe of their taking ah 
up Arms, then the redrefs of their pretended grievances, w hereunto his ^"gdom* * 
Majedy had condefcended, and out of his inclinations for their pre- rcdtefled bs- 
fent relief, had given much more fatisfaftion to their Agents lately bciiio'nbiak^ 
in England , then ever they could in any other time expeft to receive out. 
or hope to enjoy. Yet we fee how little effeft thofe great graces brought 
over not above two months before this Rebellion brake out, took 
among them : for prefently after the return of their Agents with 
them, this moll detedable confpiracy, which had been long in hatch¬ 
ing, began to work > and to be put in execution. And if we shall confi- 
der their main defign and chief ends therein , as they appear in their 
firft principles , or will give credit to the fever al fpeecnes and paf- 
fages that we meet with among the Rebels, in the very beginning of 
their breaking out ; as alfo to feveral other tedirnonies that have 
fince privately fallen from fome particular perfons among them, 
we mud believe that their defign clearly was to dedroy and root 
out all the British & Protefiants planted within this Kingdom , 
to cut off the Sovereignty of the Crown of England , and fo to de¬ 
liver themfelves from their long continued fubjeftion to the English 
Nation. 

But to come to one main particular, taken into debate by the 
prime Movers and chief Incendiaries in this horrid Rebellion , they held* 
had a mod ferious confultation what courfe to take with mod fafety whether it’ 
to themfelves , for the disburdening of the Kingdom of thofe mul- wiiibebeft 
titudes of English , which were in very great numbers difperfedly only to ba-° r 
planted among them. Some were of opinion that they should fpare nish ail the 
their lives , not render themfelves guilty of the fpillling of fo 
much innocent bloud , but that they should feiz on their goods, ex- 
pell them their habitations , and after banishing them out of the 
Kingdom , proceed as the Spaniards did with many hundred thou- 
fands of the Moors , whom, as it were in a moment, they cleared out 
of their Dominions. Others there were who much oppofed this kind 
of lenity and moderation , remondrating the high inconveniences 
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which would inevitably redound to themfelves thereby. Firft , That 
the British were in fo great numbers, as they could not either by dis¬ 
arming-, imprifQning, or any other means- poffible , ever hope to fe- 
cure them from mifchief: Then that if they onely expelled them 
out of the Kingdom , they would remain ftill as fo many fit im 
ftruments to be entertained itv England , and from thence returned 
back full of revengeful thoughts to recover their Ioffes ; that by 
their long experience and knowledge in the Country they would be 
Better guides , more deeply engaged to profecate the War; and 
having their bodies inured to this Climate , would prove much more 
able Souldiers then any new men that could be railed , or any other- 
ways brought over. Hbw they determined this- particular I shall not 
undertake to declare; my intelligence fails me, and I am able to de¬ 
liver no more of the refultofthis great Council then appears in the 
bloudy effe&s and horrid executions aided in the firft beginnings of 
their Rebellion, It is moft probable they came to no pofitive conclufion , 
but left the chief A&ors in this particular at large, to do as should feem 
» good to themfelves. We find' their firft proceedings-and outrages com¬ 
mitted upon th e English very various an cl-much differing in feveral places; 
fome onely (tripping and expelling of them ; others murdring Man, 
Woman and Child without mercy. But this is certain , and of moft 
unqueftionable truth, that by one means or other, they refolved uni-' 
The i/ish re- verfally to root aft the British & Protefiams out of Ireland. Arid rhat 
foive to root thefe were the firft thoughts and bitter fruits of the long premedi tated 
out of /«- malicious intentions , fufficiently appears By their A tftions , as well as 
Uni. by their virulent expreffions uttered upon their firft rrfing, when they 
thoughtthe Kingdom their own: They then faid openly, that they meant 
Crfigltm in to deftroy the English, and that they had made a Covenant no English. 
His Esami- man should fee footing among them. Some of the Irish would not 
nation. endure the very found of that language ; but would have penal¬ 
ties infiitfted upon them that 
The Irish in many places killed English' Cows and fpake English , and all the 
Sheep mserly becaafe they were English; in fome places English names of places ch'an- 
they cat off thetr legs , or too font a piece oat of their geci into the old Irish deno- 
buttacb ,.- and Jo let them remainftillalivei The Lord minations: others profeffed 
Montgarrat, AIe.fi cr Edward Butlar , the Baron of that they would not leave an 
Logmoutft wen; with their Forces into Munftcr a- English man or woman alive 
bout the beginning of the rifing of the Irish there, and in the Kingdom, but that all 
while they remained about Callen and Mallow , they should be gone, no not fb 
confamed no lejs then 50000 others fay 100000 much as an English Beaft, or 
English Sheep, befidesa great abundance of English any of the breed of -them. 
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*p James Hallegan the Prieft Cattel,- and Juch as they could not eat, yet they lulled and 
rb did read an Excommunica- left in great multitude, finking y to the great anoyance 
^tionin theChurch, which, of the Country . This teftified by Henry Champart in 
y as he alledged, came fronj his Examination taken before Sir Robert Meredith 
ny f tj; their great Irish Metropoli- Knight, &c. 

: m ,^tane,and terrifying his Pari¬ 
shioners therewith he told James Shaw a Mittifter depofeth , That after the 
V v jhem , that from that day Cejfation , divers of the Rebels confejfed the Pnefts had 
jv forth, whofoever did har- given them the Sacrament , upon condition they should 
, „ ,bour or relieve any Scot, not/pare Man , Woman nor Child that were Proteftants; 

and that he heard divers oft hem fay , in a bragging man¬ 
ner , that it did them a great deal of good to math their 
hands in the bloud of the P rot eft ants whom they had ft am. 
asMafter Sacheveril Jurat. Jan. 7. 1645. 


English or Welchman, or give 
them Alms at their doors, 
jl ‘ , should be excommunicated, 
•whereby 

teftifies in his Examination 
many were ftarved and died' 
.forwant in thofeparts. We 
"*have it from Mailer Creigh¬ 
ton, a reverend Minifter, one 
rj pijiT 


Thomas Johnfon Ficar of Tullah, cf the County 
of Mayo, depofeth , that he heard Stephen Linoh Prior 
of Strade, being asked if it were not lawful-to kill this 
Deponent becauje he would not go to cJ 7 l€afs anfivered, 
long detained prifoner with- That it was as lawful for them to k[H him, as to £/// a 
in theColinty of 'Cavan, that Sheep or a Dog: and divers of the rebellious Souldiers told 
the Fryers exhorted the pco- him to his face 9 that they would no more care to kill him , 
pie with tears to fpare none then they would do a Fig . 
of the English ; that the Irish 

were refolved to deftroy John Addi's of theCounty of Wcft-meath depofeth, 
them out of the Kingdom; That Robert Magohagan Prieft , fatd to this Deponent , 
that they would devour ( as That it was no mote pity nor Confcience to take Engiish- 
their very word was ) the mens lives or goods from them, then to take a bone out of 
feed of the English out of a Dogs mouth , Jurat. July 2 1. 1641. 

Ireland, and when they had 

rid them there, they would go over into England, and Hot leave* theMe¬ 
morial of the English Name under Heaven. 

, ? And fo fond and vain were their imaginations*, and to fuch a height 
*“of madnefs were they grown , as they could not terminate their 
^thoughts in the redudion of Ireland tinder the power of their own 
roIc: Nation. But. as foon as they had begun their Rebellion* there, they 
!^ ve fpake confidently in all places of tranfporting their Arms into 
mi ' England, That they would lend 30000 men over into that Kingdom, 

: : and that they would draw in forreign Auxiliaries thither to joyn 
n ° r? with them; and fo by a high hand eftablish the free exercife 
A 'of the Romish Religion within that Kingdom, A defign cert- 
tk* > -B=a^— ainly 
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tainly which the Priefts and Jefuits had taken up in their own thoughts, 
and by their correfpondencies abroad intended powerfully to bring 
about, as foon as they had fetled their affairs in Ireland. And if it had 
not pleafed God in an Extraordinary way to bring the firft Plot to 
light, and fo to blefs the weak endeavours of the State here, as, 1 A 
to enable them by the affiftance of thofe fmall Forces they confufedlyijjfe 
gathered together, to hold out till the arrival of the Succours fent cutjjlsSci 
of England', I leave it to everyone to confidir with how much advan-sk# 
tage they might have gone on at .that time towards the accomplishment- sou, 
of fo defperate a Project. And for my felf, I muft profefs that I am -nit 
clearly refolved, that had they at firft overmaftered the unexpected diffiJLo 
culties and fatal impediments they met withall at home,an d pofleffed them-|& 
felvesofthe Arms and Munition within the Caftle *of Dublin, and fo i 
flesht and blouded in the flaughter of many thoufands of the English Na- jati 
tion, had tranfported a numerous Army of Irish Rebels, and fuddainly ^ 
landed them in fome good Port within the Kingdom of England: They 
would have prevailed very far towards the miferable defolation and 
ruine thereof. It muft be remembred in what a molt unhappy 
dilcompofure the affairs were at that time there; what a difeafed body 


11® 


the State then had, and what high diftempers then ftrongly work- a [ 
ing foon after brake out; what a ftrong party they might have 
found within, and with what great reputation they would have march¬ 
ed on under the glory of their late victories atchieved in Ireland, 
fignalizing the power of their Arms with fuch horrid cruelties and 
bloudy butcheries, as would have wrought a ftrange terror among the 
people. 


Dell 


Thus we fee what were the Caufes and firft Motives to this unna¬ 
tural Rebellion ; as likewise who were the chief Adtors and the 
great inftruments defigned by the firft Plotters to predifpofe the 
people to a readinefs to take Arms for the rooting out of the Bri¬ 
tish Inhabitants from among them. The Preparatives being all - 
made, the Plot in all points ripe for execution , it was carried on y 
to the very evening before the day appointed for the taking of the ,, 
Caftle of Dublin without difeovery. And though it pleafed God to E 
bring it then to light fas hath been declared) and fo happily to dif- jL 5 
appoint it in the main Piece, yet it took in the Northern parts, be-L 8] 
ing that very day fully executed in moft of the chief places ofiu- 
ftrength within the Province of Vlfter. And whereas the Priefts did j,;,. 
long before in their publick Devotions at Mafs pray for a blelfing 
ppon a great defign they had then in hand ; fo now, as I have 

— : —*-- - ' v\ heard* 
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' heard, they did in many places, the very day before the breaking 
'out of this Rebellion, give the people a difmifs at Mafs, with free 
h 1 liberty to go out and take pofleflion of all their Lands, which they 
. pretended, unjuftly detained from them by the English-, as alio to 
.' . drip, rob, anddefpoil them of all their Goods and Cattel, They 
. 'had without doubt, by one means or other, either private or publick 
; i® inftru&ions, not to leave to the English any thing that might afford 
! ;:he leaft comfort or hope of longer fubfiftence among them. This was g J 0 h d e s 
:he main bait ufed to draw on the common people; and this wrought ftmedtothe 
ar more powerfully then all other perfwafions, fictions or wild Chi- “ a 
' [ ]' K -nerds that they infufed into them. It is moft apparent , that the to'raiftXm 
l^prime Gentlemen in all parts, as well as their Clergy, preffed them on U P *gainft 
defpoil the English of all the Goods and Cattel, well knowing their t,ien1 ' 

*’ Avaricious humour and greedy defires to get them into their poffeffion, 
md that they could not poffibly find out any other thing that would 
“ .ingage them more readily to undertake, or more defperately to execute 
i;®*; all manner of villanies, then the hopes of enjoying fo rich a prey now 
; prefented unto them. T h« pe0p i e 

M ® made believe 

lifeafd: The people being now fet at liberty, and prepoffefled by their Priefts prieftsThatit 
with a belief that it was Lawful for them to rife up and deftroy all was a Meri- 
W the Proteftants, who, they told them> were worfe then Dogs; 

M that they were Devils, and ferved the Devil; alluring them the killing English. 
m %>f fuch was a meritorious 

mdtisk fl: 3 and a rare prefervative John Parry 0/Deurmosh, in the County ^/Armagh, 
taoiagainft the pains of Purga- depofeth , that O Cullan a Priett, told his ^Auditors 
tory, gathered themfelves at Mafs, that the bodies of fuch as died in this quarrel, 

together in great numbers, should not be cold before their fouls should afeendupinto 

------ .’ 


enabling in feveral com- 
K ^panies through the feveral 
edifpclparts of the Northern Coun- 
oftk ties, with ftaves , fithes 
teg and pitch-forks, for at firfb 


Heaven , and that they should befree from the pains of 
Purgatory . 


Margaret Bromly in her Examination depofeth, that 
fomeofthe Rebels would fay , after their cruel butcheries , 
carriecthey had not many better that they knew if themfelves should now die, their fouls 
ing o! weapons: A nd fo in a moft should go to Heaven , and that they were glad of the re - 
A Gc'confufed manner, they be- venge they had taken of the English, 
pilyrgan tumultuoufly to drive 

parts) away at the firft onely the Cattel belonging to the English , and then to 
ifpto break into their houfes , and feiz upon their goods. It is true, there away a u tiie 
pte were fome murders committed the very firft day of their riling, and fome Catt ^ bc ~ 
^thoufes fet on fire, but thefc as I conceive, were for the moft part out t hc£#^l° 
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of private fpleen , or where they had particular inltructions fo tJite 1 
do , as they had from the Lord Mac-Gmre , to kill Mafter ^ 4 rtkuM $’ 1 
Champion , a Juftice of Peace in the County of Fermanagh, who with ■ : ® , I 
feveral other of his neighbours were murthered at his own houfe upcm Jt ®‘ 
the 23. of October in the morning. But certainly that which thejjjM® 
mainly intended at tirffc, and which theymoft bufily employed them- 
felves about, was the driving away the Engltsh-mens Cattel, and polTeflin| pW 
The Irish thsir goods : Wherein the common people were not the onely A 6 tofsp® 5 - 
ponl'fsthem- ^ ut cven C ^* C ^" Gentlemen of the Irish in many places, mod noto- 
fttvesofthe rioufly appeared , and under plaufible pretences of fecuring their goods 
Goods be- from the rapine and fpoil of the common fort, got much peaceably in. At! 
thefojB/A, to their hands : And fo confident were the English of their good!®* 
underpre- dealing at firft , as many delivered their goods by retail unto them, 
curing°fhem § ave them particular Inventories of all they had , nay digged up fuch J® 
of their beft things as they had hidden under ground , to depofite iafcTo? 
their cuftodv. Much likewife they got by fair promifes and dee^lti 
engagements to do them no fruther mifehief, to fuffer them, their Asti 
Wives and Children quietly to retire and leave the Country : Bupri 
■others , and efpecially the meaner fort of people fell more rudely sroo 
to work > at the very firft , breaking up of their houfes, and ufing "arc! 
all manner of force and violence , to make themfelves Mafters of their rales, 
Goods. I ftlit 

The nest a& And having t ^ us u P on a ^ their Goods and Cattel, ranfack 

was to (trip their houfes, gotten their perfons under their power ; The next thing 
the £ngiub, they did > was to ftrip man , woman and child , many of them ftarj ring 
anTchTid" 5211 na ked , and fo to turn them out of their own doors , not permit* wen 
fork naked, ting them in fome places lo much as to shelter themfelves under hti 
themoutof Pushes, or m t ^ e Woods, and ftriftly prohibiting all the Irish under id, 
theUown great penalties to give them entertainment or any kind of relief, as Ms 
manner of 1 paffed on upon the high-ways. And certainly their defign in h 

refiefforbid- this j notorioufly appears to have been no other then that all fuch corf 
den to the as they would not lay their hands upon , and cruelly murder in cold sirnn 
bloud , might miferably perish of themfelves through cold , nakednefs 
and want; and therefore as faft as any of them fb ftripped got old ragsi Hi 
to cover their nakednefs, they endeavoured to ftrip them again and :jg| : 
as may appear by the Examination of John Gourly , whott 
all they had. depofeth, that fome were ftripped twice, fome thrice, as faft as they ^ 
could get any old rags to cover their nakednels , the next Irish-worfcn eir 
or even the Children that met them would take them off : And he 
and his Wife further depofe , that when their houfe , together with 
the Town of Armagh, were fet on fire by the Rebels, she was ftripped 

of 
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of her clothes (even feveral times after she got other clothes ; and at 
length, they left her not fo much as her fmock or hairlace, .and that she 
got to a place and hid her felfin a hutch for three or four days, and after 
went to find out her Children, two of which had thefmall Pox vifibly 
upon them. Jurat, Novembi 8.1642,. 

How infallibly this courfe fucceeded'* and how furely they com¬ 
parted their deviliish ends hereby, is but too, well known; The English 
leaving fufficient monuments in the High-ways as they parted, as well 
as in the Towns wherein they arrived, of the difmal mortality it bred 
among them. And for the fuller fatisfacSion of any one who shall 
doubt thereof , I have thought fit to infert thcfe two enfuing Exami¬ 
nations, 


The manner 
of Gripping 
the English* 


The miferies 
and mortality 
it brought 
among them. 


^i|j. James Redferu , of the County of London Dory > depofeth, That in 
the Town o iColerain , fincethe Rebellion began, there died of robbed 
® ®d| and dripped people .that fled thither for fuccour , many hundreds, be¬ 
ta,) fides thofe of the Town who had anciently dwelt there, and that the 
untry:j mortality there was fuch, and fogreat, as many thoufands died there 
more0$ in two days, and that the living, though fcarce able to doit, laidthe 
5, anil Carcafes of thofe dead perfons in great ranks j into vaft and wide 
blted holes, laying themfoclofe and thick, as if they had packed up Herrings 
together. 

kUJ “ 

yfyCagdalen Redman , late of the Dowris m the Kings County , Widow, 
ohb being fworn and examined , depofeth and faith , That she this De- 
jMtfj P or,en t and divers other Proteftants her Neighbours , and amongft 
nfelves: the reft 22 Widows, after they were all robbed were alfo ftript ftark 
elrik naked, and then they covering themfelves in a houfe with ftraw, the 
of Ai Rebels then and there lighted the ftraw with fire, and threw amongft 
dr iti them , of purpofe to burn them , where they had been burned or 

n tW| fmothered , but that fome of the Rebels more pitiful then the reft, 

witsm commanded thefe cruel Rebels to forbear , fo as they efcaped : Yet 
f, nakd the Rebels kept and drove them naked into the wild Woods, from 
Igotoli Tuefday until Saturday , in froft and fnow , fo as the fnow unmelted 

snap; l° n g by upon fome of their skins , and fome of their Children died 

krljr tn their Arms : And when as the Deponent and the reft endeavoured 
is fall2? to have gone away for refuge to the Burrc , the cruel Rebels turned 
-tftiJ them again , faying ? they should go towards Dublin ; and when 
,jf ; jij they endeavoured to go towards Dublin , they hindred them again, 
togetkt an d bid , they should go to the Rurre ; and fo tofled them to and 
zfA fro : Yet at length , fuch of thofe poor ftripped people as died not 
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before they got away out of the hands of the Rebels, efcaped to the Burre, 
where they were harboured and relieved by one William Parfons Efquire: 
And yet there died at the Burre of thofe ftfiptperfons, about fourty men, 
women and children. And this Deponent and thofe other ftript people that 
furvived, lived miferably at the Burre aforefaid, until they with the reft,, 
had quarter to come from thence to Dublin . 


m 

lijfc 


Jar . 7 March 1642 . 
Joh. JVatfon . 
Will. (tAidrich. 


Ifabel , the relid of Chrijfopher Porter , late of Dowris in the Kings 


Count 7 , fworn and examined, depofeth and faith, in all the particu¬ 
lars above mentioned as Magdalen Redman before examined , being her 
Neighbour. 


Some of the mo ft notorious Cruelties, and 
barbarous Murthers committed by the Irish Rebels, 
attefted upon Oath as they appear in feveral Examina¬ 
tions annexed in the Margin. 


A particular 
enumeration 
of feveral 
bloudy Maf- 
facres and 
horrid cruel¬ 
ties,exercifed 
upon the&'jV- 
ishy alltefti- 
fied upon 
Oath,and ta¬ 
ken cut of 
feveral Exa¬ 


minations , 
which are in- 
ferted in the 
Margin 


W E may in thefe poor fouls, as it were, in large Charaders, be¬ 
hold the miferies of all thofe multitudes of Men , Women and 
Children, that were in all parts of the Kingdom thus inhumanely ftript, 
and fo expofed to the fame want, cold and nakednefs. The mercies of 
the wicked are cruel; how bitter was their compaflion to all thofe Brit¬ 
ish that thus fuffered ? How horrid, barbarous, and infupporable was 
the commiferation they thus exprefled towards them Yet thefe were as- 
they told them at firft, but the beginnings of their forrows: For when 
the Northern Rebels began to find their own ftrength , and that partly 
by treachery, partly by force they had pofleffed themfelves of all the 
chief places of ftrength in Vlfter , difarmed the English , robbed them 
of their Goods and Cattel, ftripped them of their Clothes, and had 
their perfons now under their power, and all this without any confi- 
derable refiftance made by them • then they could contain themfelves* 
no longer but in amoft fierce outragious manner, furiouflybroke out, 
adingin all places of that Province, with moft abominable cruelty, thofe 
horrid maflacres and execrable murders , as would make any Chrifti- 
an ear to tingle at the fad commemoration of them: Then they began 
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to appear in their own colours, and with great delight to fatiate their ancient 
implacable malice, in their long wished and often plotted deftru&ion of all 
the British Inhabitants. Within the County of Fermanagh multitudes Multitudes 
wereprefently killed in cold bloud, fome taken at the Plough, others as killed in cold 
they fate peaceably in their ownhoufes, others travelling upon the ways, bloud * 
all without any manner of provocation by them given, fuddainly furpi ized 
and unexpectedly cut off. i 

At the Caftle of [i] Lifgool [i] Thomas Wenflaw & John Simpfon , of t'he 
within that County above County ^Fermanagh, Gentlemen , depofeandfay , That 
15omen, women and chil- in the Caftle 0/Lifgool, there were 1 52 men, women 
drenalmoftall confumedby and children burnt , or [mothered, when the faid Caflle 
fire. At the Caftle of [2] was Jet on fire, not above two or three efcaped , as up- 
Afoneah, near 100 British pears in their Examinations . Jurat. Jan. 12. Anno' 
there flain all together: And Dom. 1641* 
the fame bloudy company 
of Rebels were no fooner 

admitted into the Caftle of [2] Thomas Wenflaw further depofeth , that at the 
[3] Tullah, which was deli- Caftle o^Moneah, there were ninety Preteflants more 
vered up into the hands of flain and murdred: And that from the [3] Cajlle 
RouryMac-Guire, upon com- c/Moneah, the Rebels marched to the Cajlle of Tul- 
pofition, and faithful promi- lah, where by their own confejfion , they promi fed thofe 
fes of fair quarter, but that Proteftants that were there fair quarter: But when 
within the very court they they had delivered up their Arms and the Cajlle ; thofe 
began to ftrip the people, and Rebels in the Bawn of the Caflle , firft Jlrtpped them 
moft cruelly put them to the all of their clothes , and then , and there moft cruelly mur- 
fword, murdring them all dredthem . 
without mercy. [4] At Lif 
fenskeah they hanged or 
otherwife killed above 100 


Richard Bourk , Batchelaur in Divinity , of the 
County ^Fermanagh depofeth , That he heard andve- 
perfons, moft of them ofthe rily believeth the burning and billing of one hundred 
Scotish Nation; for after once at leafl in the Caflle of Tullah, and that the fame 
they had the English in their was done after fair quarter promifed . Jurat. Jul. 12* 
power, they fpared none of 1643. 
them , but ufedall the Scots 
with as much cruelty as they 

did theEnglish.This County [ 4 ] Rowry Mac-Guire, upon the 24 of OCtob. 
was very well planted by the 1641. came with-bis Company unto Liflenskeah, and 
British undertakers, and all deflred in a friendly manner to (peafwith Mafler Mi- 
of them and their Tenants in dleton , who had the keeping of the CaJUe. The firjl 
a very short fpace after a thing he did , as foon as he was entred therein , was to 
moft horrible manner quite burn the Records of the County , whereof Matter Mi- 

L 2 deftroyed 
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dleton was the keeper, being Clerl^ofthe Peace, which deftroyed, or utterly bani- 
he enforced him to deliver unto him ; as likewifi one shed from their Habitations.. 
thousand pounds he had in his hands of Sir William In the Counties of Armagh 
Balfours; which as Jo on as he had> he compelled the and Tjron , where the British 
ftid Middleton to hear Maf , /wear never to alter 
from it, and immediately a fer c unfed him , his wife and 
his children to be hanged up , and hanged and murdred 
one hundredperfens befides , at leaf in that Town . Theje 
particulars and feveral other fit down at large in a Re¬ 
lation fint me in by Sir John Dunbar Knight, one 
of the Fuji ices of Peace, within the County of Fermi- 




nagh. 


were much more numerous, 
and Sir Phelim 0 Ifeal and 
his Brother Turlagh O Ncal y 
the principal a&ors * the 
murderers of th C'-British 
were much more multiplied 
and committed with greater 
cruelty, if it wcrepoffible, 
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then in any other places. 

There were[5] onethoufandmen , women and Children carried out at 
feveral times in feveral troops, and all unmercifully drowned at the Bridge 
of Portnedewn , which was broken down in the midft, and fo driving and 

forcing them on, threw 

M 1 coo Men, women and children drowned in one 
place. Thu number is depofid in Dottor Maxwcls Exami¬ 
nation taken the zz of A ug. l 6 ^z. 

[6] This number of Jo many perfons drowned within 
the County of Armagh, is depofid by Thomas Green 
and Elizabeth his wife , as appears by their Examinations 
taken Novemb. io. 164$, 


irk 
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them into the River: And as 
other Relations give it in,. 

[6] four thoufand performs 
were drowned within the 
feveral parts of that County. 

[7] The Rebels in a moll: 
barbarous manner drove on 
many of thofe miserable 
ftripped Chriftians unto the 
place of their fufftrings like 


30 ID' 


[ 7 ] William Clerk of the County of Armagh 
Tanner y faith , That he with 100 men, women and chil¬ 
dren , or thereabout , were by the Rebels driven like hogs Swine 3 and if any were flack 
about fix miles , to a River called the Band : in which in their pace,they fometimes 
face the forefiiid Chrijlians were moft barbaroujly ufied , pricked them forwards with 
by forcing them to go faft with Swords and Pikes > thruji - their fwords and pikes, of- 
mg them into their JideSy and they murdred three by the ten hafteningon the reft ei- 
way, and the refl they drove to the River aforefaidy and ther by killing or wounding 
there forced them to go upon the bridge, which was cut fome of their fellows in the 
down y and with their pikes , and fwords , and other way. 

7 i>eapons, thruji them down headlong into the faid River 

and immediately they perished, and thofe who ajfayedtofwim to the shore , the Rebels flood 
and shot at. Jurat. Jan. 7.1641. 
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Mary the wife of Ralph Corn depofeth , That 180 English were taken by the Irish j. 
and driven like Cattelfom Caftle Cumber to A thy* 
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[8] Other companies they [ 8 ] Elizabeth the Wife of Captain Rue Price of the 
carried out under pretence Town and County of Armagh, depofeth , That five of her 
of giving them fafe conduct Children > together jvith no other P rot efl ants out of the 
out of the Country , andfo Parishes of Armagh, Laugaul, and other places werefent 
got them to go cheerfully on away with pajfes fiom Str Phelim O Neal with promife 
by virtue of Sir Phelim 0 to be fajely conveyed over to their friends in England. 

That their Conductor was Captain Manus O Cane and 
his Sculdiers , who 
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/VWjPafs,until they came at 
loine place fit for their exe¬ 
cution. (9] And if they 
drowned them , then they 
had fome prepared to shoot 
or knock down with Poles 
anyfuch as could fwim , or 
ufcd any other means to 


having brought or rather driven 
them like sheep or Beafls to the Bridge cf Portnedown , 
there forced or threw all thofe poor pr if oners into the 
water , together with the Deponents five children , and then 
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and there drowned rnofi cf them. [9] zsPnd thofe 7 vho 
could fwim and come to the shore , they either knocked 
them on the head , and fo after drowned them , or elfe shot 
efcapeout ofthe water.[10] them todeathinthewater. jurat.Jan. 29. 1641. 
Amongft many other, a Chriflian Stanhaw, the relttt of Hen. Stanlfcwi 
Gentlewoman whofe name of the Parish of Laugalle, in the County of Armagh 
was Miftris Cambell , being depofeth > That upon the drowning of 140 Proteflants one 
forcibly brought by them time at Portnedown-Bridge, after they had thrown them 
to the River, and she finding income of them fwimming to the shore jheRcbcls with their 
no means to efcape their muskets knocked out their brains. Jurat. July 13.1642. 

[10] James Shaw of Merket-hill in the County of 
A rmagh ,depofeth the manner ofMiflrefi Cambels pulling 
the Rebel into the water , and how he was drowned with 
her . Jurat. Aug. 14. 1 642. 

[11 ] Captain Parkin depofeth , That Sir Phelim O Neal 
lateduponOath,carried him flying fiom Dundalk, went to Armagh, where he began 
to the bottom with her, and htsbloudy majfacres , caufing Manus O Cane to get toge¬ 
ther all the Profeflants which were left thereabouts , to con¬ 
duct them to Colerain; but before they were fcarce a 
days journy fiom him , they were all murdred , andfo 
were feveral others by jpccial direElionfrom Sir Phelim O 
Neal ,andhis Brother Turlagh, notwithfiandingthey were 
protected by them. j 4 ll the aged people in Armagh were by 
the fame directions carried away , but murdred alfo at 
Charlmount. zslndpresently after , his Brother and he 
with their adherents , malicioufiy Jet on fire the goodly Cathedral Church c/Armagh , and 
Town of Armagh,, and murdered and drowned there 500 perfons young and old . 
the Parish of Killaman 48 Families <were then murdred by directions from Sir Phelim, 
<who had remained protected by him three quarters of a year, J urat. March 8. 1 6 /\ 3. 


fury, (uddainlyclafped her 
arms about one of the chief 
rebels that was mod forward 
to thruft her into the water, 
& as I find it credibly re- 


fo they were both drowned 
together. [ 1 1 ] The Cathe¬ 
dral Church and Town 
of Armagh were burnt, 
many Towns laid waft, 
all the fair Plantations made 
by the British left defo- 
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late; in fomeParishes [ia] 
two hundred Families mur- 
dred and deftroyed, the 
whole County , as it were, a 
common Butchery, & tho¬ 
rough all parts of it very 1 m 


Some horrid 
inhuman 
cruelties 
exercized 
upon parti¬ 
cular ^er- 


fons. 


[n] Jane Grace the wife of Nicholas Grace late 
ojfKilmore, in the County of Armagh, depofeth y That 
there were two and twenty English Proteftants burned 
in one Houfe , within two miles of Kilmore; and that 
the Rebels firipped killed , or murdred all , or the mofi 
of the English of that Parish , which confified of two many thousands perished in 
hundred Families . That they fit many in the Stocks short time by Sword, Fami- 
until they confeffid their mony , and when they could get ne, Fire, Water, and all other 
no more , that then they murdred them . manner of cruel deaths, that 

rage & malice could invent. 
But before I leave this Subject, I shall pafs a little further, and out of fome 
Examinations (taken here upon Oath, which I have perufed) prefent a brief 
collection of fome other horrid inhuman cruelties, which I find were ufed 
in the murdring of many poor innocent fouls. To many, thefebloudy 
villains shewed fo much favour as fuddainly todifpatch them out of their 

pain, by no means allowing 

[13] Edward Sal ti nglafs oft he County of Armagh Gen¬ 
tleman , depofeth , and faith , That George Lawlis a rebel 
of the faid County , refolving to kill John Cowder, told 
him he would kill him , but bid him firfl fay his Prayers ; 
whereupon the faid Cowder kneeling down to pray , the 
faid Lawlis infiantly cut ojf his head as he was upon his 
knees . Jurat. Jun.i. 1642. 

Elizabeth Price depofeth , That when as divers 
of the English were about to be murdred , and defred 
the Rebels on their knees firfl to admit them to make their 
prayers to God ; the Rebels have often , in her the depo¬ 
nents hearing , in Irish anfwered and faid , bequeath 
your foul to the Devil ; and at other times the Rebels 
would fa /, why should you pray , your foul is with the 
Devil already ? and with thofi words in their mouths 
would /laughter and put them to death . J urat. ut fupra. 

[14] Edward Banks ofCsiffd , in the County of Tipperary, Clerks depofeth , That 
the Rebels there on the firfl day of f anuary killed fifteen men and women , all English 
Proteftants, at Caffell, and that they entred and tookjhe Town , and having the fme y 
that they tookjhis deponent and other Clergy men , and then and there forthwith caufedthem 
to be put in the Dungeon , where they continued twelve weekl in mofi miferabie fiavery . 
Jurat. April 21.1642. 

[ 15 ] John Cregg in the County of Armagh , Yeoman , depofeth , That in the 
Parish of Lev ilegish, there were divers English-men cruelly murdred , feme twice , 
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them leave, or [ 1 3 ] time 
to make their prayers ; for 
others, they held a fudden 
death too ealy a punish¬ 
ment : Therefore they 
imprifoned [14] fome in 
moft beaftly Dungeons, 
full of dirt and mire , and 
their clapping bolts on their 
heels , fuffered them to 
perish at leifure ; others 
they barbaroufly [15] 
mangled , and left lan¬ 
guishing upon the High¬ 
ways , crying out but 
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for fo much mercy as to be fome thrice hanged up, and others wounded and left half 
delivered out of their pain. dead, crying out lamentably for fome to come and end 
Others they buried [i< 5 ] their mijeriesby killing of them. Jurat.Jan. 7.1641. 
alive, a manner of death they [16] William Parkinfon of Caftle Cumber in the 

uftd tofeveralZ?n//r£infeve- County 0/Kilkenny Gent. depofeth, That by the ere- 
ral places: and [ 17] at Cletv- dible report both of English andfome Irish, who affirm- 
nis within the County of 'Fer+ ed they were eye^vitneffes of a bloudy murder committed 
x managh, there were feven teen near Kilfeal in the Queens County^ upon an En- 


outofk. 


■fo] 

prayers; t 


perfons, having been hanged glish-man, his wife, four or five children , and a 
till they were half dead, caft maid, Mil whieh were hanged by the command of 
together into a Pit, and be- Sir Morgan Cavanah , and Robert Harpool , and 
ing covered over with a little afterwards put all in one hole, the youngeft child being 
u out Our 5 ] a y pitifully, fending not fully dead, put out the hand and crying Mammy , 
3n ™ : ' out moft lamentable groans mammy, when without mercy they buried him alive , 
«rec f or a good time after. [18] Jurat. Feb. 11. 1(542. 

fome were deadly wounded Elizabeth Price depofeth , That Thomas 
and fo hanged up on Tentor- Mafon , an English Proteftant 0/Taugal, being ex- 
hooks. [19] Some had ropes treamly beaten and wounded «, was carried away by hit 
put about their necks, andfo wife and fome others', for revenge of which, the Rebels 
drawn thorow~ thewater ; moft cruelly hacked, flashed and wounded them : and 
fome had withes, and fo that done, dragged the faid Mafon unto a hole, and 
vapm drawn up and down thorow then and there threw earth, ft ones and rubbish upon 
fore tfej Woods & Bogs; others were him, and with the weight thereof kept him under, Jo as 
l the faid Nlafonswife told this Deponent, he cryed out 

Bungee: & languished till his own wife, to put him out of his pain, rather then hear him cryft ill: 
Iroifyi. tyed her handkerchief over his mouth , and therewith (lopped his breath, fo -as he died . 
jofeont ; Jurat. Jun. 29. 1641. 

/ th [17] This particular, concerning'the feventeen men buried alive at Clewnis , was 
re; otfc teflified unto me by Mijlrefi Aldrich , who was then kept prifoner in the Town by the 
ily [ijH Rebels, and heard their pittiful cries . 

li left Iff [18] William Parkinfon, late 0/Caftle Cumber in the County of Kilkenny de¬ 
pofeth, That he flaw Lewis O Brenan, with his fword drawn in the find Town, pur fits 
after an English boy of eight or nine years of age, err thereabouts , by name Richard 
Bernet, into an houfe, and Jaw the faid Lewis lead the faid boy forth of the houfe, the bloud 
running about his ears, in a Hair rope, and led the boy to his Fathers tent or s , and there 
hanged him with John Banks another little boy . Jurat, ut fupra. 

[19] Edward Saltingftone, of the County of Armagh Gent, depofeth, That Manus 
OCane, Bryan O Kelly, Shan ONeil, Neil OgeONeil, Gent, did take William 
Blundel of Grange, in the County of Armagh Teoman, and put a rope about his neck , 
and threw him into the blackjvater at Charlmount & drew him up & down thewater to 
Hut ini make him confefs his mony, who thereupon gave him z 1 pounds , yet within 3 weeks after 
100 hanged 


lie® 

■ 0 k 

nfttl) fl¬ 
ail M 
jflieftt 






















88 


The Irish Rebellion. 


t|t< ( 

i i 


N J 

JW 1 

Sine 

ti!M 


yc 
for fu 
otte 


upland fo left wkh their guts 
running about their heels. 


But this horrid kind of cru- 


elty was principally refejved 


he, hismfe, and [even Children were drowned by the hanged up and taken down 
Rebels ; ayfndfurther faith, that Samuel Law of Grenan, and hanged up again feveral 
in ih e Parish of Armagh, was by the Jaid Neil Oge O times, and all to make them 
Neil, and others , brought to a Wood, and that then, confefs their mony , which 
they there put aWith about hisneck^, and fo drew him, up as (bon as they had told,they 
and down by the neef, until he was glad toprofnifethem then di (patched them out of 
tenpounds. Jurat, ut fupra. the way. [20] Others were 

I Margaret Fermeny in the County of Ferma- hanged up by the Arms, and 
nagh , depofeth , That the Rebels bound her and her with many (lashes and cuts 
Husbands hands behind them , to make them confefs , they made the experiment 
their mony , and dragged them up and down in a with their Swords how many 
rope, and cut his throat tn her own fight with a skein, blows an Englishman -would 
having firfi knocked him down and jfripped him , and endure before he died. Some 
that being an aged woman of 75 years old, asshe came had their [21] Bellies ript 
up afterwards to Dublin, she was/tripped by tta-Irish 
fiven times in one day , the Rebels bidding them (to 
and loof fir their God , and bid him give them cloaths. 

Jurat. 

[20] Edward Wilfon of the County of Monaughan bythefe inhuman iVonfters 

depofeth, That among other cruelties ufed by the Rebels for [22] Wo (pen, whofe fex ( 
to the English , they hung up fome by the arms , and they neither pitied nor fpared, 
then hacked them with theirjwords , tofie how many blows hanging up feveral W omen, 
they could endure before they died. Jurat. many of them great With 

[21] Ann the Wife ejfMervin Madefly , late of 
the City of Kilkenny , Gent, fworn and examined , depofeth , That fome of the Re¬ 
bels in Kilkenny afore/aid , firmly and beat a poor English woman until she was 
forced into a ditch , where she died , thofi barbarous Rebels having firfi ript up her 
child, of about fix years of age, and let her guts runabout her heels. Jurat. 

James Geare of the County of Monaughan depofeth , That the Rebels-at 
Clewnis murdred one James Nettervile, Prottor to the Minifier there , who , al- 
though he was diverfiy wounded, his belly ript up , and -his entrails taken out and J* 

laid & above a yard from him , yet he bled not at all, until they lfired him up and car¬ 
ried him away ; at which this Deponent being an eye-witnefs, much wondred; and 
thus barbaroufly they.ufed himafter they had drawn btmtogo toMafswith them , Jurat. 

Af [2 2] Owen Frankland of the City of Dublin, depofeth, That Michael Garray 
told this Deponent, that there was a Scotish man who being driven by the Rebels out of 
the Newry , and knockp on the head by the Irish, recovered himfeif, and came again into 
the Town naked: Whereupon the Rebels carried him and his wipe out cf the Town, cut 
him all to pieces , and with a skein ripped his wives belly , fo as a child dropped out of her 
womb. Jurat.July23. 1642. 
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out; a courfe they ordinarily 
.took with fiich as they 
found in that fad condition. 
[24] And fometimes they 
their Children to 
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they call into ditches. And 
for fucking children, and 
others of a riper age; fome 
[27] had their brains knockt 
out; others [2 8] were tram¬ 
pled under-foot to death. 


1 Gan; 


/tm . 
mr' s 


child,whofc[23]bellies they [23] cAt Ballimcolough within four miles of the 
ripped up as they hung, and City 0/Rofle in April 1642. John Stone of the Graigc 
fo let the little Infants fall his fon, his two fons in law , And his two daughters , 

were hanged, one of his daughters being great with 
child, her belly was ript up , her child taken forth, and 
fuch barbarous beaflly actions ufid to her, as are not fit to 
be mentioned . 

[24] Philip Taylor, late of Portnedown depofeth, 
Swine; [2 5] Some the Dogs That the Rebels killed a Dyers wife 0/Rofle trever, at the 
eat;and fome[2 6]taken alive Newry, and ript up her belly, she bcinggreat with child of 
out of their Mothers bellies, two children, and threw her and her children into a ditch , 

and that he this Deponent, drove away Swine from eating 
one of the children. Jur at. 

[25] John Montgomery, of the County of Mo¬ 
naghan , Jworn and examinedfaith, That one Brian Mac 
Erony, ringleader of the Rebels in the County ^Fer¬ 
managh, killed Enfign Floyd, Robert Worknum , 
and four of their fervants , one of which they having 

Wounded, though not to death, they buried quick- zAs *f° > that he was credibly) infor¬ 
med, that the daughter in law of one Foard, in the Parish of Clownish, being delivered 
of a child in the fields, the Rebels, who had formerly killed her husband and father, 
kfiled her and two of her children , andfufifered the dogs to eat up and devour her new born 
Child. Jurat. June 2 6. 1641. 

[2 6] Katherine, the relitt o/William Coke, of the County 0/Armagh Carpenter , de¬ 
pofeth, That the Rebels of thefaid County robbed,fir ipped and murthered a great company of 
Protefiants ,fome by burning ,fome by the fword, fome by hanging, and the refi by ftarving , 
and other deaths. And this Deponent , to shun their rage, and fdve her poor life, hid her 
felfin a ditch of water, andfate there among high rushes fo long, as that she was almofi 
frozen and (larved to death, and then crawled away fecretly. zAndfurther faith, that 
fome of the Rebels that eficaped andfledfrom the battle 0/Lifnagaruay, meeting one Mtfiris 
Howard and Aiiftris Frankland , both great with child , and fix oftheir children with 
them, thofe Rebels then and there with their pikes killed and murdredthem all , and after 
ripped open the Gentlewomens belltes , toofiout their children, t he one of t hem being quick 3 
and threw them into a ditch in the fight of J ane this Deponents daughter , who efcaped becaufi 
shejpake Irish, andfaidshe was an Irish woman. Jurat. Feb. 24.1643. 

[27] James Stevenfon, Clerk^ofthe County of Letrim, depofeth, That the Rebels 
there took Ifabel Stevenfon, a young child , left at Foftering, with one Hugh Mac Arran 
and enquiring whofi child it was, they told him it was a Schotish-mans child , whereupon 
they tookjhe child by the heels, and run andbeat the brains of it out againfl a Tree. Jurat. 
April 20. 1643. 

[~2 8] Ann Hill , wife of Arthur Hill, in the County of Caterlagh, depofeth, That 

M Some 
















[i 8]Some they cur in gob¬ 
bets and pieces, [29] others 
they ripr up alive; [30] feme 
were found in the fields, 
fucking the breafts of their 
murdred Mothers; others 
lay ftifled in Vaults and Cel- 


asshepaffedthy ough theCounty of Wicklow , William**/;* Plafierer, with nine or ten Re¬ 
bels more, pulled off her backa young child of one /ear and a quarter- old, threw it on 1 he 
ground , trod on it that it died-, flripped her(elfandfour /mall children, who by the cold they 
thereby got, fince died . Jurat. 

[28] John Stubs of the County of Longford, Gent . 
depofeth, That he heard by fome of the Sheriffs men , that 
Henry Mead and his wife, John Bigel, William Stell, 
and Daniel Stubs the Deponents brother , were put to death 
by Lifagh Farrols, and Oli. Fitz Gerrals men , who 
hanged them upon a Wmdmil, and when they were half 
dead, they cut them to pieces with their skeins . J urat. 

Novemb. 21. 

El. Price depofeth , that a great number of poor Prot eft ants , e[pe dally of women 
and children, they pricked andftabbed with their Skeins, Pitch-forks and Swords , and 
wouldflash, mangle and cut them in their heads, breafts, faces, arms and other parts of the 
body, but not kftl them out-right, but leave them wallowing in their bloud, to languish , 
ftarve, andpine to death ; and whereat thofe fo mangled dejired them to kill them out of 
their pain, they would deny it ; but fome times after a day or two , they would dash out their 
brains with ft ones, or byfome other cruel way, which they accounted done as afavour, of 
which she hath in many particulars been an eye-witnefs. Jurat. June 29.1641. 

[29] William Parkinfon of Kilkenny Efquire, depc/eth, That the wife 0/John Har¬ 
vey toldhim , that she beingat Kilkenny, andhavingthere turnedto Maft toJave her Lfe, 
was notwithftandingftripped again, together with her children, and one Purcell a Butcher, 
after he had flripped her daughter , of five years of age, ripped up her body till her intrailes 
fell out, whereof she died that night ; whereof she complaining to the Aiajor of Kilkenny, 
he bid away with her and dt[patch her, Jo as not only the Butcher, but many others did beat 
and wound her, ftras she hardly efcaped with her life . J urat. ut fupra. 

[30] ElifabethChampion late wfe of Arthur Champion in the County of Ferma- 


.mv 


nagh Effy, depofeth, that when the Cajlle of Lifgool was fit on fire by the Rebels, a 
Woman leaping out of a window, to fave her felffrom burning, was murdred by the Re~ 


heh y and next morning her child 7 Vas found fucking her breafi, and alfo murdred by them . 
Jurat. April-6. 1642. 

Charity Chappel late wife of Richard Chappel Efquire , of the Town and 
County of Armagh' - r depofith, That as she hath credibly heard the Rebels murdred great 
numbers of Proteflants , and that many children were feen lying murdred in Faults and 
Cellars, whit her theyfledto hide them/elves. Jurat* July 1, 1642. 

Thomas Fleetwood late Curat of Kilbeggan in the County of Weft-meath de¬ 
pofeth, That he hath heard from the mouth of the Rebels themfelves of great cruelties 
ailed, by them: And for one infiance, that they flab'd the Another, one Jane Addis by 
name > and left her little fucking child, not a quarter old, by the dead corps ; and then they 

~ lish -baftard, and Jo 

iars: 


putthebreaft of its dead Another into its mouthy andbidttfuckJlingYi 
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Mothers rather to fend them 
out to be killed by the Re¬ 
bels, then to fuffer them to 
flarve there. 

Multitudes of [3 2] men, 
women, and children were 
found drowned , cafl into 
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Jars: others [31] ftarved in left it there to perish. Jurat. March tz. 1 642. 

Caves, crying out to their [31] Mary Barlow depofeth , That her Husband be¬ 
ing by the Rebels hanged before her face , she and fix chil- 
dr en were firipped / lark L naked, and turned out a begging 
in fioji and Jhow ; bj means whereof they were almofl 
fiarved > having nothing to eat in three weeks , while 
they lay in a Cave , but two old Calfskins , which they beat 
with (tones, and fi eat them hair and all ; her children 
crying out unto her , rather to go out and be killed by the 
ditches, boggs and turf-pits; Rebels then tofiarve there. Jurat. 
the ordinarySepultures of the [32] JohnDuffiddoftheCounty of Armagh, Gent . 

Brinish Nation. Thou- depofeth , That the Rebels wounded John Ward and 
fandsdied of cold and want Richard Duffield, fi as they thereof died, and that 
in all parts of the Country, their wives and the fiud John's fix children , being all 
being neither permitted to fiript , died of want and cold. And further faith , that 

many thoufands of Proteflants , men t women and chil¬ 
dren y being firipped df their cloaths , died alfi of cold 
and want in feveral parts of the Country. Jurat. Aug« 
9.1642. 

*Jane the wife 0/Gabriel Conftable, late of D rum- 
milerably confumed. [33] cad in the County Armagh Gent.[worn and examined 
Some dragged out of their faith fThat her husband and his mother about 88 years old, 
and his Brother being murdred by the Rebels in the Parish of Kilmore, that a great 
number of Proteflants were about Candlemas 1641. by the means and infligatiou of 
Joan Hemskin formerly a Proteftanty but a meer Irish woman , and lately turned to 
Aiajs, and of divers other her ajfiflants , forced and thrufl into a thatcht houfi within 
the P arish of Kilmore, and then and there , the Proteflants being almofl naked , covered 
With rags onely , the fame houfe was by that bloudy woman andher barbarous ajfifl ants , fit 
on fire in fiver al parts thereof\ the poor imprifined parties ( who were by armed parties 
kept there lockt in) were miferably burned to death , and at length the houfe fell upon them ; 
andthecombuftible part of the houfi being confumed before the bodies of all thofemifer able 
wretches were burned to ashes, the bodies of many of them lay there in holes , to the great 
terrour of the beholders that were Proteflants , three only efcaped out of a bole of the houfi, 
and the refi that attempted to efcape the flames , were then and there forced and thrown in 
again , andfo burned to death. Jurat June 16. 1642. 

[33] Katherine Madefbn of the County cf Fermanagh, depofeth , That they drew 
fime lying fick of Fevers , out efiheir beds and hanged them; and that they drove 
before them of men, ^omen and children 3 to the number effixteeny and drowned them in a 
Boggy-pit) knockingjiich on the head with.poles as endeavoured to get out. 


depart, nor relieved where 
they were enforced to flay. 
* Multitudes enclofed in 
houfes, which being fet on 
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[54] Thomas Green in the Paruh of Dumcres in fick-bedsto the place ofexe- 
the County of Armagh Teoman, and Elizabeth his wife, cution, [3 4] children enfor- 
Jworn and examined , faith, That the Deponent Thomas ced to carry their aged pa- 
Green hardly efcaped away with his life , but that the rents to the places defigned 
other Deponent and fix children were all left among the for their flaughterjfj 5]nay, 
Rebels, and fo Jlrippedof their cloaths, and hun^erfiarv- fome children compelled 
ed , that five of the children dyed, and she this Depo - moft unnaturally to be the ^ 
nent being put to begamong the mercilefs Rebels, was at executioners of their own 
length refined from them by the Scotish Army : She Parents,wives to help to hang 
further faith, that the Rebels did drown in a bog 17 men , their husbands,^ tfjmothers 
women and children at one time within the findparish ; to call: their own children 
and she is verify per[waded that the Rebels at fiveral into the water ; and yet after 
times and places within the County of A rmagh, drowned thefe enforced affs, which no 
above 4000 P'rot eft ants, enforcing thefins and daughters doubt were performed out 
ofthofi very aged people, who were not able to go them- of hopes and affurance to 
j (elves , to take them out of their bedj and houfes and 
to carry them to drowning , efpedally in the River of 
Toll, in the Parish 0/Loghgall. Jurat. Novemb. 10. 

^ 43 - 

[35] John Rutledge depofeth , That fuch were the English by the Irish, as they 
barbarous and inhumane cruelties of the Rebels, that taught their [37] children 
fbmetmies they enforced, the wife to fill the husband, the to ki 11 English children, and 
fin to kill the father, and the daughter to kill the mother, and then they would hang or 
put to death the lafl bloud-shedder. He further faith, That of his knowledge the Rebels in 
the Town of Slego, forced one Lewes the younger, to fill his father, and then hanged the fen; 
and in Mogne, in the County ^Mayo, the Rebels forced one Simon Lepers wife to fllher 
husbandand then caufed herfen to fll her , and t hen they hanged thefen t , 

[3 <5] This depofed in Alafter Goldfmiths Examination, which .is fit forth at large in • 

1 he pages following „ 

[3,7] Ann Read the relitt tf/H&chiah Read, of the County of Letrim, depofeth , 


have their own lives laved, 
alwayes murdred. And fuch 
was the malice and molt de¬ 
tectable hatred born to the 
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That she being (tripped out of all she had, fome of her children dyed of Want and famine, 
and that.one of her fens called Stephen Read , being about fix years of age, was about the 
10 ^February, 1641. in the houfe of J amesGray, of the County of Cavan , and going , ^ 
forth to play , there then gathered about himfix Irish children of that Town ,who fuddenly Mi, 
fell upon him , and in fuch manner, that fome with flicks and feme with ft ones put out his 
eyes and bruifid his body extreamly, fo that he by means ofthofe children (which were 
none of them as she is perfwaded above eight years of age) not long after died, and had 
been filed outright in the place , had not an English woman come thither, who t oof up 
the dying child from them, faying, she wondred they couldfin din their hearts fo to deal with 
a poor child * but they anfwered, they would do as much for her if they were able*] urat. 
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the [38] Irish women did 
ifoirf naturally exprefs as much 
beir aged cruelty as the chiefeftRebcls 
acesdefc among them. 
ter;[jj; Ifthefe be not fufficient, 

let us over-look the particu- 


[38] Dennis Kelly, ofthe County of Meath, depo- 
fith. That Garret Tallon of Cruifetown in the faid 
County , Gent, (as it is cotnmonly reported ) hired nvo 
men to kill AnnHagely, wife to Edw. Tallon his Son 
a Papijf ,and at that time abfent from home; and the faid 
two men dtd in mofl bloudy manner , with skeins , kfrl 
ijj, larends of fome particular the faid Ann Hagely and her daughter , and her daugh- 
tJie,' f r perfons, and we shall yet in ters two children, becatife they would not confent to go to 
them behold more horrid Alafrj and after they would not permit them to be buried 

in a Church or Churchward , but they four were buried in 
a ditch. Jurat. Aug. 23.1643. 

John GrifTel of the Queens County ,depofeth. 
That the women and children tn thofeparts , were as cruel 
and forward as the men Rebels , the children , though 
young , being very bold in their robberies, bidding this 
gj her own daughter hanged Deponent and the ref of the English be gon, orelfethey 
t jyJ up with her; a woman [41 ] should be hanged. 

j mo |jL miferably rent and torn Elizabeth Baskervile depofcih , That she heard the 
ornr to pieces, [42] fome ta- wife 0/Florence Fitz Patrick find much fault with her 
•j husbands fouldiers , becaufe they did not bring along with 

/ ri/ft t ^ em tbcgreafe ofMifirefs Nicholfon^’/jj;^ they hadJlain for her to make candles withal 4 

iim J urat * April 2 6. 1 643. 

Martha Culm depofe/h , That she heardfome of the Irish them fives detefr thtcruelly 
1, f of the women who followed their Camp , and put them on in cruelty , faying , fare neither 
man , woman , nor child. Jurat 


cruelties then thefe before 
mchildn mentioned. What [3 9] shall 
mdyetif we to a c hild boyled to 
death in a cauldron, a [40] 
mi m ; -woman hanged on a tree, 
and in the hair of her head 

ives 


with) 


frill 


1 m 


jim 1 ' 


[39] This particular depofed by Margaret Parkin , asalfoby Elizabeth Burfel, who 
faith , That the child was of twelve years cf'age , being the child of Thomas Straton of 

n Newtown. Jurat. Jan. 19. 1641.- 

[40] The wfe Jonathan Linn and his daughter were felled upon by the Rebels 
near theToivn tfJ'Caterlagh, carried by them into a little wood , called Stapletown wood, 
and there the mother was hanged , and the daughter hanged in the hatr of her mothers head , 
as is depofed by James Shaw, Vicar of old Laugh fin. Jan. 8. 1643. 

[41] Adana Clover depojeth , That he Jaw upon the high way a woman left by the 
Rebels,f ripped to herJmock > ft upon by three WGmen andfome children , being Irish , who 
miferably rent and tore the faid poor Engl ish woman , and (Iripped her of her fmockjn a 
bitterfrofl andJhow , Jo that she fell in labour in their hands , and both she and her child 
died there. Jurat. Jan. 4. 1641. 

[42J This cruelty was ujed to fome English in the Province cf Conaught, as was 
tejlified by the Lords fujhces and Council , as doth appear by their Letters. 

Tho. Fleetwood Curate of Kilbeggan, in the County of Weft-meath , depofeth y . 
that theh . Prcfd.cnt of Conaught, caufed an English womap who could Jpeakfrrish , to go- 
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ken by the Rebels, their eyes 
plucked out, their hands cut 


m ftinff 


toward Dublin with a letter , but she was taken within 

Jive miles of the Town of Athlone, brought back andftoned _,_ 

to death by the women of the Town , dwelling on the hither offtand fo turned out to wan- p 
fide of the bridge. Jurat. der up and down;[4j jothers 

[45] James of Hackets Town in the ^ounty ofCa- ftoned to death; [44] a man| " 
terlagh depofeth , That an Irish Gentlewoman told him wounded and fet upright in a 
and others, that she turned an English \>oman away hole digged in the earth, and 
who washer fervant, and had a child , and that before fo covered up to the very 
the poor woman and child were gone half a mile, divers chin,there left in that mifera- 
Irish women Jlew them with Jones. Jurat. April 21. 

1643. 

[ 44 ] John Clerk of Knockback Gent, depofeth , 

7 hatheheard credibly from Afafter Lightboun., Mini- 


ble manner to perish: a [45] 
mans feet held in the fire till 
he was burnt to death, his 
wife hanged at his door: [46] 


fteroftheNzzs , that the Rebels shot a parish Clerkjiear a Minifter ftripped ftark na- 


pieces with fithes, and focaft 
them into the fire again. 


Kildare, through both his thighesand afterward digged ktd, and fo driven like a beaft 
* deep , hole in the ground , wherein they fet him upright thorough the Town of 
on his feet , and filled up the hole in the earth., leaving Cashell, the Rebels folio win" 
out onely his head , in whichftate andpofture they left the and pricking him forward 
poor wounded man, till he pined, languished , and fo died . with darts and rapiers: [47] a 
Jurat.O&ob.24.1643. company of men, women 

[45] Katharine, the relickjf William Coke, of the and children put into a houfe, 
County of Armagh, depofeth , That many of her neigh- and as they were burning, 
hours who had been priftmers among the Rebels, faid and Tome children that made an 
affirmed, that divers of the Rebels would confefs, brag , efcapeoutof the flames were 
and boajly how they took^an English Protcftant, one taken by Tome of the Rebels 
Robert Wilkinfon at Kilmore , and held his feet in who flood by , cut them in 
the fire until they burned him to death: <t^ 4 nd the fame 
Robert Wilkinfons own Son was prefent , and a pri- 
foner when that cruelty was ex ere fed on hts Father . 

Jurat.February 24.1643. 

[46] <iAt Cashel in Munfter, bejide many Minifters which th 
weftbarbarous manner * they ftnpt one naked and drove him throug 
him forwards with Darts and Rapiers , andfopurfuinghim till be fell down dead . Jurat. 
utfupra. 

[47] Chriftian Stanhaw, the reliEl of Hen. Stanhaw, late of the County of Armagh 
Eftfa depofeth , That a woman that formerly lived near Laugale, abfilutely informed this 
Deponent, ■that the Rebels enforced a great number of Proteftants, men, women and 
childt en, into a houfe which they fet on fire purpofely to burn them ,as they did, and ftttt 
as any of them offered, to come out , to shun the fire , the wicked Rebels with fithes , which 
they had in their hands , cut them in pieces , and caft them into thefire and burned them 
withthereft. Jurat. July. 23,1 <$42. 

Neither 
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hey there hanged after u 
gh the Town , pricking 
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Neither did thefe horrible 
M tortures which they put 


[48] Adam Clover (fthe Ccmty ofC avan depofeth ,. 
That he objerved thirty perfom to be mofe barbaroufey 
a 0Dty thefe poor innocent Chrifti- murdered , and about 150 mor e cruelly wounded 3 fe that 
niM ans unto aflack their fury, traces cf blood ijfumg from them, lay upon the high tv ay 
their malice towards them for twelve miles together, and many very young chii- 
tup4J did not determine with their dren were left and perished by the way , to the number of 
KcaiJiJ breath. ^ But after fo many fixty, or thereabouts ; becaufe the cruelties of the Rebels 
to tbc^ feveral bloudy ways and were fitch, that their parents andfriends could not carry 
itto® cruel in ventions wherewith them further. zAnd further faith , that feme of the Rebels 
they rent their fouls from vowed, that if any digged graves wherein to bury the 
thefe their wretched bodies, even dead children , they should be buried therein themfelves : 
death,, to their [48 j dead carkafles, fo the poor people left mo(l of them unburied , expofedto 
idoorj’j in fome places, they denied ravenous heafis andfewls. J urat. Jan. 4. 1641. 

•dftf all manner of burial; fome [49] Edward Saltinftale depofeth , That the Rebels 
lifeitl [49J they caft into ditches, killed William Loverden when he was naked, his wife 
Tow othersjjojthcy left to be de- and children looking on, and cutting off his head held 
Isfcy voured by dogs & fwine, o- it up to hit wife and children, and his ferrowful wife 
m y thers by Fowlsand ravenous' takmg his corps and burying of it in a Garden , Patrick 
, m ,! f birds;nay [51] feveral which. O Dally a Rebel , toolkit up and threw it into aditch. 

had been formerly buried, Jurat.utfupra. 
mk the y up and left them [ 5 o"| T homas Green and Eli zabeth his wife depofe, 

bum to P u tnfy above grounds That the Rebels at feveral times murdred , kfeled and 
deferoyed the mofe part of the Protefeants in the Parish of Dumcres, being about 300 
\ mi and indeed mofe of the Protefeants in alt the County thereabouts did they kill and deferoy 
kb b dr owning , hanging , burning, thefword, fearving, and other deaths, expofing their 
cuttfe: \fl aH ghtred bodies to be devoured by dogs, fwine , and other ravenous creatures : slndihis 
3J] ^ DeponentIL\izaheih,Jawthcdogsfeeduponthofedeadcarc*Jfes. Jurat. Nov. 10. 1643. 

[51] Richard Bourk Batchelour of Divinity depofeth, That he was informed, that 
Mafeer Lodge, Arch-deacon of K\\h\ovt, beingburied aboutfix yearsfence , anddtvers 
other tJWimfters bones were digged out of their graves as patrons cfherecy , by direttioK- 
mi: °f t ^ )e Mular Bishop of Killalow, andRobert]or)esaMwifeerwa*notadmJttedChn- 
f m feian burial, by direction of feme Popish prieft. Jurat. July 12. 1643: 

| David Buck depofeth , That in the parish of Munrath , in the Queens County , 
the Rebels digged up a number of English mens graves, and left the corps above ground 
fAr$ t0 a ^ufed by dogs, hogs, or any other ravenous creatures. 

'c m l And thefe truly are but [52] Arthur Agmoughty depofeth, That during 
mit: fome of thofc ways, among the Jiege cfC aftle Forbez, the Rebels killed poor chit - 
^ many others which with dren that went out to eat weeds or graf; and that a 
' , moft exquifite pains & cruel poor woman whofe husband was taken byabe Rebels 
4/.; f tortures, wereufed by thefe went to them with two children at her feet &one at her 
mercilds [52] Rebels to let breafi , hoping to beg her husbands life, but they few her 
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and her fucking child , broke the neck^of another of her in death among an innocent, 
children , and the third hardly efeaped. Jurat, Sept, 23. unprovoking, unrefifling 
1643. people,that had always lived 


[ 53 ] Mafier Creighton depofeth in his Examina- peaceably with them, [53] 


% 




adminiflring all manner of 
helps and comforts to thofe ^ 
who were in diflrefs, that ^ 
made no difference betwixt ^ 
them and thofe of their own 
Nation , but ever cherished,! 4 
them as friends, and loving f 
neighbours, without giving 
any caufe of unkindnefs or : 
diflafl unto them. It is.notM 1 ®^ 


tion , That fometimes the chief of the Irish would make 
heavy moan for the evils they perceived were coming 
on their Country and Kindred, and faid , they faw utter 
defiruflion at hand for that they had covered fo great a 
bitternefs fo long in their hearts againfi the English , 
and now fo fuddenly broken out againfi them , that had 
brought them up , kept them in their houfes like chil¬ 
dren , and had made no difference between them , their 
English friends & ^dred, by all which the English had 
fo well deferved of them , and they had requited them fo 
evil , that the English would never truff them hereafter ; poffible to re-colle£l or ex* P j 
and now it remaineth , that either they mufl deflroy the prefs the wickedncfs of their fcj 1 
English*English them. Jurat, lit fupra. mifohievous inventions, orji? 

horrour of their bloudy executions , actuated with all kind of circum- 
flances that might aggravate the height of their cruelty towards them. Alafs, ^ 
who can comprehend the fears, terrours, anguish, bitternefs and perplexity 1 
oftheir fouls, the defpairing paflions and confirmations of their mind! 
What ftrange amazed thoughts mufl: it needs raife in their fad hearts 
to find themfelves fo fuddainly furprized without remedy, and inex- pfc' 
tricably wrapt up in all kind of outward miferies which could poffi* 
bly by man be indicated upon any humane Creatures! What fighs, 
groans , trembling , aflonishment! What fchriches , crys and bitter 
lamentation of wife and children , friends and lervants , howling and hitk 
weeping about them , all finding themfelves without any manner of f 
hope or deliverance from their prefent mifery and pain ! How inexo- [\{ 
£54] Francis Barbour of Dublin Gent, depofeth,That rable were their barbarous T\:, 
at the beginning of the Rebellion , he heard feveral of the 
Rebels publicly Jay , That now the day was their awn , and 
that they had been fiaves to the English a long time, but 
that now they would be revenged to the full , and would 
not leave before Chriftmas-day, an English Protefiant 
' he biti 


okisl 

)l) 


h 

kh 
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rogue living , with other like bitter words, Jurat. Jan. 5 
1(543. 

[54] Jane^ reliQof Gabriel Con (table depofeth , 

That the Rebels havingkalf killed one Ellen Millington, 

and then put her into a dry hole madefor a Well , and made w _ 

her faff in with fiones , whereof she languished and died , ufed againfi their country & 


tormentors that compaffed^ k 
them on every fide with¬ 
out all bowels of compaf- 
fion,any fenfe of their fuffer- 
ings,or the lcacommifera- 
tion and pity, the common 
comforters of men in mifery. 

It was no fmall addition to 
their forrows, to hear [54] 
the bafe reviling fpeeches 
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Midi;,. 


m 


Irish women crying out to 
fpare neither man , woman 
nor child that was English ; 
that the English was meat 
for dogs, and their children 
baftards. 

How grievous and infup- 
unkindnei' portable mud i t needs be to a 
b, /ti| true chriftian foul, to hear a 
bafe [56] villain boaft, that 
his hands were fo weary with 
killing and knocking down 


and lot 
Am 


■oiled or 


country-men , fome loudly own, and that they had been Jlaves to the English a long 
threatning [5 5.] all should time, but that now they would be revenged to the full, 
be cut off and utterly de- and would not leave before Chriflmas-day, an English 
ftroyed that had one drop of Vrotejiant rogue living , with other like bitter words. 
English blond in them ; the Jurat. Jan. 5.164$. 

[5 5] Elizabeth thewife 0/Thomas Green depofeth, 
That she heard the Rebels jay , the English were meat 
for dogs, that there should not be one drop ^/English bloud 
left vs it kin the Kingdom , and that they would deflroy all , 
the very English children , whom they called baftards « 
Jurat. Novemb. 10. 1643. 

Richard Cleybrook depofith, That he heard Luke 
Toole Jay , That they would not leave an English man 
or English woman in the Kingdom , that they would not 
leave an English Beafl alive , or any of the breed of them* 
Jurat. 

Samuel Man , of the County of Fermanagh Gent . 
Proieftants into abogg>that depofeth , That he heard fome of the Irish fay, That there 

should not be one English man, woman or child left in the 
Kingdom, Jurat. 

Elizabeth Dickingfon depofeth, That she heard fome 
tfdk many English men, that the of the company of Roury Mac Guire fay , That the Irish 
, aniii greafe or fat which remained had command to leave never a drop of English bloud in 
coll |jp| Ireland. Jurat. Novemb. 17.1642. 

Wkfel Katherine Madefon of the County oftc rmanagh depofeth, That she hath often heard 

auijj the Rebels fay , that they would drive all the English and Scotish out of the Kingdom , 
Win? and that both man , woman and child should be cut off and deflroy ed. Jurat. Novemb. 
/mm * 7 - 

ft, [ 56 ] Elenor Fullerton the relitt of Will. Fullerton , late Parfon of Lougall depofeth , 
That in Lent 1641. a young roguing Cow-boy, gave out and affirmed in this Deponents 
it 0t hearing , That his hands were Jo wearj in killing and knocking down Proteftants into a 
?liJn bog-pit,that he could hardly lift his arms to his head. Jurat. Septemb. 1 6. 1642. 
ofcoff OwenFrankland depofith, That he heard Hugh O Can, late fervant to Mt- 

the'rt C fir is Stanhaw calling to his fellows, in a boafling manner , asking them what they had been 
doing at home all the day , that he had been abroad and had killed flxteen of the rogues , and 
shewed them fome mony . Jurat, ut jfupra. 

[57] Elizabeth Champion , late wife of Arthur Champion in the County ^/Fer¬ 
managh Efljuire,faith, That she heard the Rebels fay, That they had kiUedfo many English 
men , that the greafe or fat which remained upon their/words and s kerns, might wellferve 
v jp to make an Irish candle. Jurat. April 14.1642. 
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to his head ; or others to fay, 
[57] that they had killed fo 
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jj8 \ John Birn late of Dongannon in the County on their fwords or skeins, 
# yXyron depofeth, That he heard fome of the native might hive made an Irish 
Irish that were fomewhat more merciful then the refl , candle; or to confider, that 
complain , that two young Cow-boys within the Parish two [58] young Cow-boys 
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# yXullah, had at feveral times murdred and drowned should have it in their power 
$<$ women and children. Jurat. Jan. x a. 1(543. tQ mur< ^ cr 3 ^ Proteflants. 

[59] James Shaw a Mtmfler depofeth , That after Whofoever shall ferioufly* 

the cefation made with the Irish , divers of them con- weigh thefe particulars, will 
fifed , the Priefls bad given them the Sacrament , upon not much wonder that fo 
condition they should not (pare man , woman or child that great numbers of British and 
were Proteflants, andthat he heard divers of them fay in Proteflants, should be de- 
a hr a:ping manner, that it did them much good to wash ftroyed in fo short a time 
their hands in the bloud of the Proteflants which they had after the firft breaking out 
(lain. J urat, Jan. 7. 164 5. of the Rebellion , as Mailer 

Cunningham [59] depofeth ..... 

in his Examination: He there faith, That the account of the perfons killed 
by the Rebels from the time of the beginning of the Rebellion, OPlob. 23. 
1641. unto the month of April following, was as the Priefts weekly gave 
it in, in their leveral Parishes, one hundred and five thoufand. Jurat, 
tAprilzz. 1641. 

[60] Elizabeth Champin depofeth. That when the When theCaftleof Lifgool 
Rebels had ft the Cafile of Lifgool on fire upon the Pro- [60] was fet on fire by the 
teflants there enclofed, andflaw the /aid houfe fo burning , Rebels, and fo many British 
they faid among themfelves rejoycingly , Oh how fweetly 
do they fly. J urat. ut fupra. 

[di] William Lucas of the City ^Kilkenny de¬ 
pofeth , That although he lived in the Town till about five 

or fix weeks pafi; in which time he is ajfitred divers cryed out with much joy 
murders and cruel ails were committed , yet he durflnot how fweetly do they fry ! 

{to abroad to fee any of them : But he doth confidently How did the Inhabitants 
believe, that the Rebels having brought feven Prote- [6i]ofiG/%w2y,(aCity plan- 
fiants heads , whereof one was the head of Alofter Bing' ted with old English , where ^ 
ham a Adinifter , they did then and there as triumphs of civility and good manners 
their victory , fet them up on the Adarket-croft on a feemed to flourish) folace 
iSAUarket-day, andthat the Rebels Jlasht, (lab'd and and pleafe themfelves in abu- 
mangled thofe heads, put agag or car ret in theJaid Adafter fing mod: unchriftianly the 
Binghams mouth, flit up his cheeks to his ears, laytng heads of a Minifter and fix 
a leafofa Bible before him, and bid him preach, for his other Proteflants, brought 
mouth was wide enough , and after they had fo folaced in a kind of triumph into 
the?nfelves , threw thofe heads in a hole in Saint fames that Town : Certainly it is 
Green. J urat, Aug. i <S. 1643. not to be imagined, much 

. -i, .... He kfl 


as are before mentioned con- 
fumed in the flames, thofe 
mifchievous villains that 
had done that wicked fa<ft, 
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ord$or s j: lefs expreffed 

made an 


with what [<Ji]JulianJohnfon,/^^fiS^JohnJohnfon ofths 

fcorn and derifion they County of Gallaway depofeth , That after the flaughter 
aded thefe great cruelties offline English, she beard one OMoloy** Trier, fay in 
MngCoi u P ona ^ Irtish which they a triumphing manner , It was a brave jport , to fee the 
had gotten into their power; young men ( meaning feme of the English then jlain) 
i$p rofl ! ; with what joy and exulta- defending themfllves on every fide , and their two eyes 
r ■ tion their eyes did behold burning in their heads. aAnd further 3 that she heard 
M r r IC! L the fad fpe&acle of their mi- feme of the cruel Souldiers then and there brag and boafi 
feries, what [62] greedy de- of the brave (port they had, by putting fire to theflraw 
light and pleafure they took which a Jlripped English woman had tyed about her * 

faying , how bravely thefire then made the English jade 
to dance. Jurat. Feb. 8.1643. 

Joan Conftable, therelttt of Gabriel Conftable de¬ 
pofeth , That the outcries , lamentations , and Jpeeches 
of the poor Protefiants burned in a thatcht houfl in the Pa¬ 
rish 0/Xilmore, in the County 0^ Armagh* were exceeding 
loud and pitiful , yet did nothing prevail to mollify the 
hardned hearts of their murdrers , but they mofi boldly made brags thereof, and toofpride 
and glory in imitating thofe cries * and in telling the Deponent and others * how the children 
qaped when thefire began to burn them > and threatned and told her this Deponent , that 
m ry before it were long) she and the reft of the Protefiants shouldfujfer the like deaths, And 
TC- fatherfaithy That the Rebels within the County of Armagh did att and commit divers other 
1 [e } bloudy , barbarous cruelties (betwixt the time of the beginning of t he Re bellion and her efcape 
fi om imprifonment out ofthefaid County) by burning 3 drowning > hanging s thefword fear- 
^ ving^and other fearful deaths: That they did drown at one time betwixt Xinon & Kinnard * 
^ fixty British women and children) their rejpeblive husbands and fathers * all their male 
friends that were men being murdred before : And that they did in the fame water at 
^ f ' another time) drown one Mfens Pvlaxwel , the wife of Adafter James Maxwel* when 
1 ; she was in labour , andfoforward therein 3 as feme ofthofe bloudy attors told and brag'd to 
V 1 _ ... *7-/, si*-*™ siYiAmjavedinthe water* the child 


in their bloudy executions; 

) what [63 Jmalice and hatred 
**7 exprefTed towards 
. . them , many with the fair 
’ " ftroke of death giving them 
in their laft agony [64] that 


on,® 
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J her, this Deponent, That the very childs arm appeared and waved in the water, thechild 
11 being half born when the mother was drowned. J urat. ut iupra. 

[63 ] Henry Brinkhurft of the County ^Mayo depofeth , That after the Adaffacre of 
Shreul, one of the Rebels that had ailed his part there, came into a houfe with his hands and 
cloths all blond], faying, It was English blond; That he hoped to have more of it, and that 
his skein had pincked the clean white skins of many at Shreul , even to the hilt thereof , and 
that amongst others, it had been in the body of a fair complexioned man, whoje name was 
Jones. At which time of his difcourfe, thewtfe ofthefaid Jones with four of her fmall 
children, fate by and durji not cry out , butftriving tofupprefs her extrearn grief, fell into 
afwoon, and was conveyed out oftheroom , for fear he should have done the like by her 
and her poor children. Henry Brinkhurft. Jurat. Mar. 11.1643. 

[64] ‘This particulardepojedtn the Examination of Dr. Maxwel and Mrs. Price. ^ ^ 
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fearful valedi&ion , in Iruh 
Anim a duel. Thy foul to the 
Devil. 

But it is no wonder that 
they carried themfelves after 
this barbarous manner to 


[ 65 ] Margaret Stokes the wife of Hugh Stokes 
duly fvorn and examined , depofeth inter alia , That 
when the Rebels , or any of them had killed an English 
man in the Country, many others of them would come 
one after another , and every of them in moft cruel man¬ 
ner (tab , wound and cut him , and almofl mangle him , 
and to shew their further malice , would not fujfer or thefe poor innocent Chri- 
permit any to bury them , but would have them to lie ftians, when they fpared not 
naked, for the dogs, beajls, and fowls of the air to moft fearfully to belch out 
devour them, affnd further faith , when they had fo their rage againft their 
killed the English, they would reckon up and account maker.What open [65] hel- 
the number of them , and in rejoycing and boafling man - lish blafphemies were utter- 
ner would fay, That they had made the Devil beholding ed by thefe wicked mifere- 
to them, in fending fo many fouls to him to hell . Jurat. ants. ? [66] with what indig- 
coram Sir Gerard Lowther. nation and reproach, did 

Edward Dean e/'Ocram inthe County of Wicklow, Tanner , depofeth. That 
the Irish Rebels made Proclamation, that all English men and women that did not depart 
the Coun'ry within z 4 hours, should be hanged', drawn and quartred, and that the Irish 
houfes that kept any of the English children should be burned . <*A~nd further faith, That 
the faid Rebels burned two Proteflant Bibles , and then faid, That it was hellfire that burnt . 
Jurat. Jan.7. \ 64 t. 

[66] John Kerdif, Clerkof the County 0/Tyron depofeth inter alia> That Frier 
Malon of Skerries, did take the poor mens Bibles which he found in the boat, and cut them 
in pieces and ca(l them intq the fire , with thefe words , Tnat he would deal in like manner 
with all Proteflant and Puritan Bibles. J urat. Feb. 1 8.1 64 r. 

Henry Fisher of Powerscourt in the County of Wicklow depofeth , That the Re¬ 
bels entred the Parish Church at Powerscourt, and burnt up the Pues , Pulpit, Chefts and 
Bibles belonging to the faid Church , with extream violence and triumph , and expreffing 
of hatred to Religion. Jurat. Jan. 25. 1641. 

Adam Clover ^Slonofy in the Couyity of Cavan, duly fivorn , depofeth. That 
James GRely , Hugh Brady , and other Rebels , didoften take into their hands the Pro - 
t eft ant Biblesand wetting them in the dirty water •, did five or fixfeveral times dash the 
fame on the face of1 his Deponent and other P rot eft ants, faying. Come, T know you love a good 
leffon, here is an excellent one for you, come to morrow , and you shall have as good a Sermon 
as this; and ufed other fcornfuland difgraceful words unto them: And further faith , 
That drawing divers Proteflants by the hair of the head , and in other cruel manner into 
the Church , there flripped, robbed, whipped, and moft: cruelly ufed them , faying, If you 
come to morrow you shall hear the like Sermon, j urat.) an. 4. 1641. 

Edward Slack of Gufteen in the County of Fermanagh Clerk , depofeth , That the 
Rebels there took^hts Bible, opened it, and layingthe open fide in a puddle ofwater , leaped 
and trampled upon itJaytng , A plague on it , this ftible hath bred all the quarrel , and that 
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| 0r! | he hoped within few weeks all the Btbles in Ireland should be ufed as that was, or worfe, and 

'■ ^ that none should be left in the Kingdom. Jurat. Jan. 4. i6^t. 

they tear , trample under their feet the facred Word of God ? How deft 
] 'f pightfully did they upbraid the profeffion of the truth to thofe bleffed fouls, 
ei whom neither by threats nor terrours, pains nor torments, they could draw 
^ to forfake their Religion. 

But I shall not here touch any further upon thofe who dyed thus glo- 
! f; rioudy; this will be a worthy work for fome more able pen to undertake y 
to j^ and indeed fit for a Martyrology. If we shall take a furvey of the primi- 
j tive times, and look into the fufferings of the firft Chriftians that fuffered 
W under the tyranny and cruel perfecutions of thofe Heathenish Emperours, 
we shall not certainly find any one Kingdom, though of a far larger 
dA continent, where more Chriftians fuffered, or more unparalleled cruelties 
wcre a( 3;ed in many years upon them, then were in Ireland , within the 

[ 67 ] Alexander Creighton of Glaflough in the 
County of Monaghan Gent, depofeth, That he heard it 
credibly reported among the Rebels aforefaid, at Glaf¬ 
lough , that Hugh Mac O Degan , a Priefi , had done 
a moft meritorious all in drawing betwixt fourty & fifty 
English and Stotish in the Parish of Ganallcy, in 
the County of Fermanagh , to reconciliation with the 
Church of Rome, and after giving them the Sacrament 
demanded of them whether Chrifts body was really in 
the Sacrament or no ; and they faid , Tea: And that he 
tf/r fend them out of the world in demanded of them further , whether they held the Pope 
hp that good mood; [68] yet I to be fupreame head of the Church ? They likewife an- 
fjfft dare fay wer shall find many fevered. He was : And that thereupon he prefently told 

them , they were in a good Faith ; andfor fear they should 
fe fall from it, and turne Heretic k* 3 he and the refi that were with them, cut all their 
/W throats. Jurat. March 1.1641. 

^ [68] John Glafs Mont wrath in the Queens Counry , fevorn and examined faith. 

That Florence Fitz Patrick, of the faid County , Efqutre, having received Mafier 
W John Nicholfon , and his wife Ann Nicholfc n , under his protection did endeavour all 
he could to turn them to Ala ft or the prefent Rebellion ; buth they both prof?ffed , that rather 
M* then they would either forfake their Religion, or fight againft their Countrymen they 
/: ' . would die the death ; the husband profejfing how much they abhorred it , and his wfe even 
shewing greater rejolution: Tlsey would have had her burnt her Bible *, but her anfever 
'f was , before she would either burn her Bible, or turn againft her Countrymen, she would 
C die upon the *jh:nt of the few or d ; which was made good by them ; foron a Sabbath-day 
m the morning before Mafs , they were cruelly butchered and murdredy by the com- 
it thus 


ctl ’y fpaceofthe firft two months 
] after the breaking out of this 
mk Rebellion. Andhowfoever 
[ 67 ] fome by outward in- 
ltk >kj flidtions and tortures were 
lm drawn to profefs the change 
of their Religion, and had 
it hr prefently their reward ; for 
many of thofe they fud- 
denly difpatched with great 
fcorn, faying, it was fit to 
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mand of the faid Florence Fitz Patrick: The inflru- thus cruelly put to death,’ 
mem that acted the villanj, was one John Harding, equal to feme of thofe an- 
who Jinct hath been beyond all exprejjion, tormented in cient Worthies for their pa- 
his confciettce , and with continued apparitions of them tience, conftancy,courage, 
(as he conceived ) in /itch lively manner as he murdered magnanimity in their fuffe- 
them ; fo as he is even now confumed away with the her- rings, not accepting delive- 
rorofit, as is mofifrequently reported among the Rebels, ranee, but triumphing and 
Jurat. April 8.1642. infulting with their laft 

breath, over the infolcncy, 

rage and malice of their moil inhumane and cruel persecutors. 




We shall find in the Roman Story, during the feveral cruel contefta- 
tlons betwixt tSMarius and Sc ilia ., when their factious followers filled the 
whole City of Rome withftreams ofbloud, ftrange and moft incompara¬ 
ble paflages of friendships; one expofing himfelf to all manner of dangers 
for the prefervation of his friend of a contrary fa&ion; fervants willing¬ 
ly facrificing themfelves to fave the lives of their beloved Mafters. But 
here on the contrary, what open violation of all bands bf humanity and 
friendship; no contracts, no promifes obferved; quarter given in the 
moft folemn manner with the greateft oaths and fevereft execrations, 
under-hand and feal fuddenly broken. The Irish Landlords making a 
prey of their English Tenants; the Irish Servants betraying their English 
Mafters; and every one efteeming any ad wherein they could declare 
their hatred and malice moft againftanyof the British Nation , as gallant 
and truly meritoribus. It is not to be denied, but that the firft and moft 
bloudy executions were made in the Province of Vljler , and there they 
continued longeft to execute their rage and cruelty; yet muft it alfo be 
acknowledged, that all the other three Provinces aid concur with them, 
as it were, with one common confent to deftroy and pluck up by the roots 
all the British planted throughout the Kingdom. And for this purpofe 
theywentonnotonely murdring, ftrippingand driving out all of them , 
Men, Women and Children : but they laid wafte their Habitations, 
burnt their Evidences, defaced in many places all the Monuments of civi¬ 
lity and devotion; the Courts and places of the English Government; 
nay, as fome of themfelves exprels it, they refolvcd not to leave them either 
Name or Pofterity in Ireland. 
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How they proceeded on in this work , or how far they 
cooperated each with other , will be a task of a la^ge fize, and 
more proper for another place in this Story ; I shall.^iere conclude 
this Difcourfe concerning the cruelties exercifed upon the British 
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and Proteftants with thefe following Examinations. They arc eight in num¬ 
ber, two Witneffes, as it were, taken out of each Province, to declare 
their bloudy proceedings: I shall begin with ^CunFier , from whence we 
have yet very few Examinations brought up , thechiefeft of them having 
been moft unhappily carried another way. Therefore I have thought fit, 
for the more full expreffing their Miferies, to infert their general Remon- 
ftrance, made upon the conclufion of the late Ceffation > in the year 1645. 
The two next enfuing are concerning the Province of Conaght , then thole 
of the Province o (ZJifler ; and laftly , two Examinations taken offome a£ts 
of cruelty committed within the Province of Lemfler. I have made choyce, 
for the moft part ofthem, offuchashave been put in by perfbns, of good 
quality, of known integrity and credit. They are all upon Oath, as all the 
other Examinations concerning cruelties before mentioned likewife are. I 
shall leave the leveral particulars to the confideration of fuch as shall pleafe to 
take the pains to read them over. And I may well fay of them, in refpeft of 
the former cruelties inferted, as was faid to the Prophet Ezekiel in ano¬ 
ther cafe - Turn thee yet again , and thou shalt fee greater abominations 
then thefe. 


There follow 
feveral Exa¬ 
minations 
taken upoa 
oath of fevc- 
ral horrid 
murders and 
moft abo¬ 
minable cru¬ 
elties a&cd 
within the 
four Pro¬ 
vinces. 


Ezek* 8.1 


A general Remonstrance of the 

diftrefled Protestants in the Province 
ofMUNSTER. 

S Eting forth) from the gafping condition of their moft fad 
anddiftrejfedfouls , That whereas the Provine ^ tf/Munfter, 
through the vaft expence of Englifh treafure and bloud, was 
reduced from the height of Barbarifm, tofuch a degree of Ci¬ 
vility, that the power and dignity of the Englifli Crown was 
much advanced and extended > by the furefl andnobleft bonds of 
a flourishing people $ thofi^ of Religion , Civility and ‘Profit. 
Of Religion } witnejfed by the enlarged Congregations both in 
Cathedral and Parochial Churches. Civility , by the many 
coflly Plantations , fair andftrong Buildings plentiful Mar k- 
ets, and bountiful Hofpitality. AndProfit , by the free Trade 
and Commerce throughout Chriftendom. Lands fully improved) 
abounding with herds and flocks of all forts of the be ft English 
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Cat tel i which enabled us to advance greatfilms to His Ma~ 
jeflies Cuftoms , contribute large Subfidies , and to fupply the 
Weft oj England with fuch a confiderableproportion ofWoolland 1 
Cattel, that a great part oj the Trade of thofe parts fubjifled fJi “ 
t hereby. And this begun at the great charge of the Englifh (Jn- P 
dertakers , in the time of Queen Elizabeth, of famous memory ; ^ 
fince whenfew parts of Chrijlendom from their beginning (info * 
short jface ) hadfuch a Rife and growth ■, which was not alone r* 
to our {elves, but the very Natives muflconfefs, that their S; 
Eflate-were hugely augmented by our improvements. And there - ® 
fore let it not bewondredat, that when we confides homwhtt. ]ii ' 
we are fain, to what we are fain i if the pain oflofs ftrive to : ' 
equal that offenfe } and if the depth of our Mtferies have not f 
funk our fouls toftupi'dity , we may compare our Woes to thefad- f' 
deftparallel ofany Story. Our Temples demolished , orworfe, 
prophanedby facrifices to Idols our Houfes and Caftles become 
ruinous heaps; our Nation extirpated , deftroyed : No quality 
age, fex privHedged from Majfacres and lingring death •, by 
being robbed andftript naked, through coldorfamine , Paffa- 
ges of a notable piece of Clemency and eJMercy. The famished w 
Infants ofmur dr ed Tar entsfw arm in our Streets, and for want 
of Bread perish before our faces', and many of our, yet, mife- 
ruble remnant, which lived plentifully and relievedot hers, are 
forced t o ask relief, and thofe they ask of, conftrained by want 
to refufe t hem •, So as undoubtedly our prefent (JMiferies are not 
far difl ant of ^0/^0/Samaria’s Siege ■, and all. t hofe caft upon 
us by this unparallelled Rebellion, at a time when we were moft 
confident andfecure, more and greater Immunities and Boun¬ 
ties beinggr anted by his CMnjefty that now is, then ever was 
by his Royal ‘Progenitors ■, for what caufe , offence , or lead 
feeming occafton of provocation, our Souls never imagine (Sin 
excepted ) fave that we were P rot eft ants, and his Maj.efties 
loyal Sub jells: andcouldnot endure theirpoifonous breaths to 
belch out fuch prophanenefs, as in a deep meafure pierced and 
wounded thefacred fame ofour King j and to colour this, we 
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to muft go under the notorious names offir(l 'Puritans , and later of 


M Roundheads■, _/£r particular injlances , wouldfail > 

ifm length weary the Reader. But we are altogether confident to 
ft jili make it manifeft , by abundant in fiances , That the ‘ Depopula- 
ngliii /» Province o/Munfter do well and near equal thole of 

mtif the whole Kingdom. The particulars whereof, as of the mul- 
Mm . titudeof inhuman cruelties were collected and reduced to fe- 
vrutu veral infiances , with ample proof , by the many Mon ths endea- 
httk vours of a Reverend ‘Divine , one Arch-Deacon Bisse, 
Wife thereunto authorized by virtue of a Commiffion under the Broad 
romwit of this Kingdom $ who was mofi barbaroufiy murthered by 

'jj rm the Irifli, exprcjfing that to be the caufe. And becaufeit mar be 
km thought r equifite to touch fomething of the Demeanours of the 
t li u Irifli fince the Cejfation , as well as before $ many Englifli have 
been murthered as they Travelled , with other expreffions 
W»; °f ^at utter detefiations of the Englifli, that if any remain 
r m!i (whichfew do') nor furely will do , that can but breath elfe- 
y. where $ then mufi they be in a degree worfe then any known 
tpj. fiavery : And likewife for other parts of the Cejfation , they 
have been totally broken , and our Quarters , being of large ex- 
tent , untv erf ally takenfrom us , even to the walls of our Gar- 
;t *. rifbns $ wherein we have often called to the chief of them for ju~ 
'y Jlice 5 which being denied (or which is worfe') delayed , want of 
fil. means to jufiify our felves , leaves us without remedy. All 
which we pour forth our griefs and Supplications , above , to 
God alone 5 and her eon earthy to our Dread Sovereign. 



trk 
ini [I 
tftj/fi 
'talk I- 
nltt 
Mi* 

4 


D 


The 


























io 6 


The 


1 

Irish 


Rebellion. 



The Province 
•/Munftcr. 


The' Examination of Ann the late Wife of 
John Sherring, late of the T erritory of Ormond , near | i 

the Silver-works in the County of Tipperary , aged about 
15 years, Sworn and Examined, Depofeth and Saith, ' u 


T Hat about Candelmas was two years, the faid John Shcrring her 
then husband, going from his Farm , which he held from Mailer 
John Kenedy Lfquire, near to the Sdvenvorks , one Hugh Kenedy , one 
of the brothers of the faid John Kenedy , a cruel Rebel, together with a 
great multitude of Irish rebellious Souldiers, then and there fiercely 
aflaulted and fet upon her faid husband , and upon one Wdltam Brocks 
William Laughiin , Thomas CoUop % , and eight more English Prorelhnt 
men , and about ten women , and upon fomeChildren in their company, 
and then and there ftript them oftheir cloths, and then with ftones, pole¬ 
axes , skeins , fworas, pikes, darts, and other weapons, mo ft barba- 
roufly maffacred and murdered her faid hufband , and all thofe Proteftant 
men, women and children : In the time of which Maflacre, a moft loud 
and fearful noife and ftorm of Thunder, Lightning, Wind , Hail- 
ftones and Rain began : The time being on a Sabbath-day , about art 
hour before night, the former part of that day being all very fair, 
but that Thunder , Lightning and Temped hapning fuddenly after the 
Maflacre was begun, much afrighted and terrified this Deponent and many 
others, infomuch as thofe murderers themfelves confefledittobeafignof 
Gods anger and threatning of them for foch their then cruelty; yet it deter¬ 
red them not, but they perfifted in their bloudy aft, until they hadmur- 
dred thofe faid English Proteftants and had hackt, hewed, flashed, ftab’d 
and fo maflacrcd them, that many of them were cut all to - pieces; and her 
husband for his part, had thirty grievous wounds then and there given 
him ( viz.) fome through or near his heart, ten mortal wounds in his 
head, three in "his belly, and in either arm four, and the reft in his thighs, 
legs, back and neck: and that murder done , thofe barbarous Rebels tied 
wyths about their necks, and drew them out of the refining Mill (where 
indeed they flew them) and threw them or moft of them into a deep hole 
(formerly made) one upon another, fo that none of thofe 23 men, 
women nor children did efcapc death. Howbeit on eTho.Ladeil zScottish- 
man , and one George Keljy, who then and there endured and had many 
grievous wounds and being left on the ground fordead, crawled up (after 
the Rebels were gone away) and with much difficulty , cfcaped with their 
lives.: And further faith, thatfuch was Gods judgment upon the faid Hugh 

Kenedy. 
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Kenedy for that bloudy faft , that he prefently fell into a molt defperate 
madnefsand diftra&ion , and could not reft day nor night; yet coveting 
to do more mifchiefupon the English > but being prevented and denied to 
do it, he about a week after drowned himfclr in the next River to the 
Silverworksj but his barbarous and wicked Souldiers went on in their 
wickednels, and afterwards bragged how they had killed a Minifter and 
his Wifeand four Children near the City of Limrickj and this Deponent is 
too well allured , that thofe and other Irish Rebels in that part of the 
C ountry,exercifedand committed great number of bioudy Murders, Rob¬ 
beries and Outrages upon the perfons and goods of the Proteftants, foas 
very few efcaped with their lives, and none at all faved their goods. And 
further faith, that all the popish Gentry in the Country thereabouts, efpe- 
cially all thofe of the Septs and Names of the O Brians , & the Coghluns, 
and the Kenedies,vmt all aftors in the prefent Rebellion againft hisMajefty; 
and either acted, affifted, incited, or confented to all the murders, rob¬ 
beries , cruelties and rebellious acts aforefaid. And she further fairh, that 
by means of the laid Rebellion, her faid husband and she were at Werin*wood 
about Candlemas 1641. robbed and deprived of their Cattel, Houshold- 
ftuff, Corn, Mault , Provifion , ready mony, debts, the benefit of 
their Leale, and other their Goods and Chattels of the value, and to their 
lofs of one hundred and threefcore pounds at the leaft, and that the faid 
John KenedyEtc\u\rz , their Land-lord , was the man that lodeprived and 
robbed them thereof, and the other Rebels ftript her ftark naked, Jurat* 
Feb. 10. 1645. 


Henry Jones . 
Henry Brereton. 


Jinn'Sher ring. 


The Examination oiJohnGoldfmithVzxton 
oiBrashouU in the County of Mayo , Sworn and 
Examined, faith, 

T Hat the Lord of ^Cayo being to convoy all thofe oCCafrle Burre to 
Galway , viz,. Sir Henry Bingham , with all his company, and the 
Bishop of Killalla with all his company , with many of the neighbour¬ 
ing English, being about threefcore in number, whereof there were feme 
fifteen Minifters, covenanted with one Edmund Bourkjor the fife convoy 
afthe fame parties upon a certain day; and the faid Lord of Alayo appointed 
them all to meet him a t Belgharah, having firft feparated this Deponent from 
them to attend his Lady in the work of the Miniftry. 'At which day, the 

O 2 titulary 


The Pyovims 
c/Cjnaght. 





















titulary Archbishop and the Lord of <JfyC;iyo meeting with their whole 
number, went on their journy to Shrcui ; at which place the Lord of AIajo 
left them in the cuftody of the faid laft named Edmund Boisrkg. But, as one 
Malter Bringharfl told the Deponent, the Lord of Maje was not gone far 
from them, but the faid Edmund Bcurl^ drew out his fv/ord, directing the 
reft what they should do, and began to Maflfacre thofeProteftants,. andac- 
cordingly fome were shot to death, feme fcab’d with skeins, feme run 
through with pikes, feme cafe into the water and drowned, and the women 
that were ftripped naked, lying upon their Husbands to fave them, were 
run through with pikes, and very few of thofe English then and there efca- 
peJ alive, but the moft part were murdred in the place: Amongfi the reft, 
the Bishop of KallalU efcaped with his life; but was then and there wounded 
in his head:, and one Mafter Crowd a Minifter, was then and there fe beaten, 
with cudgels on his feet, that he died shortly after. And this Deponent 
further faith, that in the Town o£Sligo> fourty perfons of English zniScotish* 
were by theP v ebel$ ftript and loekt up in a cellar, and about midnight, a 
Butcher which was fent unto them on purpofe, with his Axe knocked 
them all on the heads, and fo then and there murthered them: which But¬ 
cher coming afterwards to Caftle Carre , did there confefs his bloudy fed. 

In Tirawly within the Coun ty of about thirty or fourty 

English (formerly turned Papifts ) had their choice gi ven them , whe¬ 
ther they would die by the fv/ord , or drown themfel ves: They making 
choice of drowning , were brought to the Sea-fide by the Rebels, who 
had their skeins drawn in their hands, and forced them to wade into the 
Sea: The Mothers, with their Children in their arms (crying for drink) 
having waded to the chin , at length caft or dived themfel ves and children 
into the Sea,yielding themfel ves to the Maftry ofthe waves, and fe perished. 

The torments the Rebels would ufe to theProteftants to make them 
confefs their monys, were thefe , viz,, feme they would take andwrith 
withs about their heads, until the bloud fprang out ofthe Crown of their 
heads:others they would hang until they were half dead,then they would let 
them down, and do the fame fe often over,until they confefled their monies. 

And this Deponent further faith, that a young youth of about fifteen 
years ofage, the Son of Matter *JfyContgomery the Minifter meeting witha 
bloudy Rebel, who had been his School-maftcr: This Rebel drew his skein, 
and began furioufiy to flash and cut him therewith; the Boy cried unto 
him, Good'Mafter do not kill me, but whip me as much as you will; 
neverthelefs the mercilefs and cruel Rebel then and there moft barbaroufly 
murdred him. 

A Scotchman travelling in the high-way , with his wife and children 
^ear were befet by the Rebels who wounded and ftab’d 
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him with their pikes > put him alive upon a Car, brought him to a ditch, 
and buried him alive, as the poor wife afterwards (with great grief) told him 
this Deponent. 

The Vicar o fVrras turneaPapift, and became Drummer to Captain 
Bonrk , ^nd was aftermurdred for his pains by the Rebels. 

Another Scothman near Ballehen was hanged by the Rebels. 

Jurat. 30 Decembris 1643. 

Henry Jones. Joh . Goldfmitb. 

Henry Brereton. 


Aid. 


The Examination of Jane the wife of Tho¬ 
mas Stewart > late oftheTown and County of Sltgo> TU py ^ mct . 

Merchant, Sworn and Examined before his Ma- «/conau g bt. 
jefties Commiffioners, in that behalf Au¬ 
thorized: DepofethandSaith, 

H’k j-j at a f ter t E e prefent Rebellion was begun , viz,, about the beginning 

b® JL of December i 641. her faid Husband living as a Merchant in the 
Town aforefaid, with her this Deponent, as for twenty fix years he had 
done, in very good eftate and condition 3 and having continually furnished 
Wj the Inhabitants of that part thereabouts with all forts of Wares and 
btotD Merchandize; and by that courfe having acquired and gained to himfelf 
foriiii aneftateoigood value: He the faid Thomas. Stewart > and she thisDepo- 
ici: nent, then pofleffing that Eftate, were then at Sligo aforefaid, by Andrew 
H® Crean of Sligo Efquire , then high Sheriff of that County , Neil O Hart 
\ek of Do-nelly in thefaid County Gentleman > Roger O Conner of Skar den in the 
ldw ftme County Gent. Donnel O Conner of Gent, hrotlier in law to 

oft Teige O Comer , Sligo Richard 0 Crean of Tirreragh Gent. John 0 Crean 
Efq ; andajuftice of Peace, Son to the faid ylndrew Crean , Anthony 
Screan of near Ballyshanny Gent, forcibly deprived, robbed 

and defpoiled of their Houshold-goods, Wares, Merchandize, Special¬ 
ties, Cattel , Horfes, Plate, Mony, and other goods and Chatties, of 
the value of one thoufand two hundred pounds Sterl. or therabouts: Which, 
robbery and outrage was committed in or about the beginning of December 
aforefaid, at the very time of the Rebels furprizing, robbing and pillaging 
of all the English and Scots of the Town of Sligo. In the doing whereof , 
not onely the perfons, Rebels before named, but alfo Teige O Conner Sligo 
now of the Caftle of Sligo , general of the Rebels in thofe parts; James 
French of Sligo aforefaid Efq; ajuftice of the Peace (a notorious and 
cruel Rebel) Brian 0 Conner of Dmmcleer Gent. Captain Charles 0 Con* 
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Her a Frier , and Captain Hugh O Conner, all three Captains, and bro. 



i TeigeO Conner otche GUn, Capt: 
diversorhers whofe names she cannot for theprefiht remember, were moft 
forward and cruel a£tors; and thofe Rebels-having altogether deprived 
and Gripped all the British of all their Eftates they had, she this Deponent, 
and her Husband > and many other British were left in that Town, and 
amongfl: the reft, there were left there, whichshe can well remember, viz* 
William Braxton , the Deponent and her Husband and fix Children, Jams 
.Scot and his Son of the age of four or five years, Sampfon Port arid his wife, 
.Mary Port and her Father (ofthe age of feventy years, or thereabouts) 
John Little , Arthur Martin , William Dow little and his wife and chi Idren, 
William Carter , and John Lt^es , and Elizabeth his wife, Robert Scyens, 
Elizabeth Harlow , and one woman then was great with chi ld , and within 
a month ofher time, JJabel Beard , who was great with child , and very 
near her time, and others whom she cannot name; which British people 
(although they were promifedfair quarter, and taken into the prote&ion 
ofthefaidTi/geO Conner Sligo, who promifed them a colledion ) yetthey 
were daily threatned to be murdred, ifthey would not turn Papilts in one 
month, then the next after ; which forfaving oftheir lives, they were 
enforced to do: Notwi'hftanding which, about the fixth of January 
then next following, the faid O Conner sltgo , (having before called a meeting 
of his followers and kindred, in the Counties of Sligo & Letrim , and 
confidered with them, and with a Covent of Friers of the Abby of Sligo 
for three days together, where theyfat in Council) all themen, women 
and children ofthe British that then could be found within the fame Town 
(faving this Deponent, who was fo fick that she could not ftir) were 
fummoned to go into the Goal, and as many as could be met wit-hall, were 
carried and put into the Goal of Sltgo , whereabout twelve a clock in the 
night they were (tripped ftark naked, and after moft of them were moft 
cruelly and barbaroufly murdred with fwords, axes and skeins, and par¬ 
ticularly, by two Butchers, named James Buts and Robert Bttts of Sligo, 
who murdred many of ’•hem, wherein alfo were Aftors Charles O Conner 
the Frier, and Hugh U Conner aforenamed, brother to the (aid Teiqe , 0 
Conner Sligo , and Teige 0 Shelle , Kedagh O Hart Labourer, Richard Walsh 
andThomas Walsh, the one the Taylor , the other a Butcher, and divers 
others whom she cannot name: A nd faith , that above thirty of the British, 
which werefb put into the Goal, werethenand there murdred : befides, 
Robert Gumble , then Provoft of the faid Town of Sligo, Edward Ntwsham , 
and Edward Mercer who were wounded and deft for' dead amongfl: the 
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ls ) aft reft, and Jo. Stewart this Deponems Son, which tour being the next day 
tori* found alive, yet all befmeared with bioud, were fparedto live. All which 
particulars’, the Deponent was credibly told by rhofr that fo efcaped, and 
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by her/r/V^fervants and others of the Town ; and frith , that fomeof the 
women fo murdered being big with child (by their wounds received) the 
very armband legs of the children in their wombs appeared, and were 
thruRout; and one woman, viz,. Isabel Beard , being in the houfe of the 
Friers, and hearing the lamentable cry that was made, ran into the ftreet, 
ember,; and was purfued by one of the Friers men unto the River, where she was 
hf-fi barbaroufly murdred, and found the next day, with the ehilds feet a 
i&Vi pearing, and thruR out ofher wounds in herfides. And further fait 
\eveabo thatonthefaidfixtdayofj^^7 there were murdred in the flreets oft 
dchil(k Town of Shoo , thefe British ProteRants following, viz. William Sheiles 
y^and John Sbeiles his Son, William Mapvell and Robert <±Ahin. And the 
tiJm[ Deponent further faith (as she was credibly informed by the perfons before 
named that'the inhuman Rebels after their murders committed in the 
faidGoal,laidand placed fomeof the dead bodies of the naked murdred men 
prod upon the naked bodies of the women in a mod immodeft pofture, not fit for 
jjKtiqi chaftears to hear: In which poRure they continued tobefren the next mor- 
piling/ ning by thofe Irish of the Town that came into the faid Goal, who were de~ 
tk/w lighted and rejoyced in thofe bloudy murders and uncivil actions: And that 
'J m : they of the Irish that came to bury them, Rood up to the mid-leg in the 
niRttA bioud and brains of thofe that were fo murdered , who were carried out 
and cafl into a pit digged for that purpofe, in the Garden of MaRer Ri- 
crofts , JVliniRer of Sliga. And she further faith, that whereas the River 
f] jWI of' Sligo was before very plentiful of Fish , it did not for a long time after 
thofe murders, afford any Fish at all : And this Deponent faw the Friers 
j r j $ in their white habits, in great companies in proceflion, going to fandlifiy 
the water, caRing thereinto holy water : She faith alfo, that the Prior 
oc yof the Covent of Sligo*) after the murder ofthe faid woman in the River 
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fell frantick, and ran fo about the Streets, and continued in that frenzy 
for three or four weeks; and faith , that ofher fix children, three were 
fiarved and died, after her releafe of imprifonment, which had been for- 
eighteen months amongft the Rebels. 

Jurat 1$. Aprilis 1644, Signumpraditt. VW. Janx 

Henry Jones. Stewart alias Memz.e, 

Hemy Brer cton. 
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Captain Anthony Stratford of Chari 
mount in the County of Armagh Efquire, aged threefcore p 
years otherrabouts$ fwornand examined before his % 
Majefties Commiflioners,by virtue ofaCommirtion 
in that behalf, directed under the great Seal of ’r 
Ireland : Depofeth and faith, 

T H.it thefe Proteftant Minifters following, about the beginning of f 
the prefent Rebellion, were murdered in the Counties of Tyron, 
<zArmagb, viz. Matter John Matthew ^ Mailer Blyth , Mafter Ha{tings y 
Mafter Smith , Mafter Durragh> Mafter Birge, and eight more, whofe 
names this Deponent bath forgotten , by the Rebels, none of which : 
would the Rebels permit to be buried; the names of fuch as murdred, " 
this Examinant knoweth not$ his caufe of knowledge of the fid murders 
is, that fome of his , this Deponents fervants, who were amon^ the 
Rebels, did give him the relation, and he verily belie verb them ;%nd 
belides, this Deponent heard the fame confeffed and averred by many of P 
the Rebels themfelves, and by forne ofthofe Proteftants that had efcaped; 
and that he, this Deponent, was a prifoneramongft theRebelsat Caftle * 1I1) 
Canfield near the place of thofe murders where he continued fourteen 
months. And further faith, That in Dungannon , in theCounty of Tyron , 
or near thereunto, the Rebels murdred three hundred and fixteen Prote¬ 
ftants, and between Charlmount and Dungannon , above four hundred, 
that were murdred and drowned at, and in the River by Benburb, the ? at 
Black-water, between the Counties of Armagh and Tyron , two hundred : 1 
and fix Proteftants , and Patrick^ Mac Crew of Dungannon aforefaid, *& r 
murdred thirty one in one morning, and two young Rebels, viz,. John 
Begbrian , Hary , murdred in the'(aid County of Tyron, one hundred m 
and fourty poor women and children that could make no refiftance, and c ' 
that the wife of Brian Kelly of Loghall in the County of Armagh (one of the 
Rebels Captains) did with her own hands murder fourty five. And this 
Deponent further faith, That one Thomas King , fometimes Serjeant to the ri 
late Lord Canfields Company (which this Deponent commanded) he j 
being enforced to ferve under the Rebels, and was one of their Provoft J 
Marshals, gave the Deponent a Lift of every housholders name fo mur¬ 
dered , and the number of the perfons fo murdred ; which Lift this De¬ 
ponent durft not keep : At Portado^n there were drowned at feveral 
rimesabout three hundred and eight, who were fent away by about fourty, 
ox fuch like numbers at once , with convoys, and there drowned: 
There was a Lowgh near boghgall aforefaid, where were drowned above 


llj 




two 
















of 4 


nil 
1 of 


bvii&t<| 


two hundred, of which this Deponent was informed by feveral perfons , 
and particularly by the wife of Doctor Hodges, and two of her fons, who 
were prefent and defignedfor the like end, but by Gods mercy that gave 
themfavour in the eyes of fome of the Rebels, theyefcapcd; andthefaid 
Miftris Hodges , and her fons gave the Deponent a Lift of the names of 
many of thofe that were fo drowned, which the Deponent durft not keep; 
and faith that the Laid Dodor Hodges was imployed by Sir Phelim O Neil to 
make Powder, but he failing of his undertaking, was firft half hanged, 
then cut down, and kept prisoner three months, and then murdred with 
forty four more within a quarter of a mile of Charlmount aforefaid, (they 
being by Tirlogh Oge O Neil , brother to Sir Phelim> fent to Dungannon pri- 
foners, and in the way murdred ) This Deponent was shewed the pit where 
they were all caft in. At a Mill-pond in the Parish of KslUmen, in the County 
o£Tyron, there were drowned in one day three hundred;andin the fame Pa¬ 
rish,there were murdred of English and Scotish onethoufandand two hun¬ 
dred , as this Deponent was informed by Mafter Birge , the late Minifter of 
the laid Parish,who certified the fame under his hand,which note theDepo- 
nent durft not keep : The faid Mafter Birge was murdred three months 
after; all which murders were in the firft breaking out of the Rebelli¬ 
on ; but the particular times this Deponent cannot remember , neither 
the perfons by whom they were committed: This Deponent was cre¬ 
dibly informed by the faid Serjeant and others of this Deponents lervants 
(who kept company with the Rebels and law the fame) that mainy 
young Children were cut into quarters and gobbets by the Rebels, and 
that eighteen Scotish Infants were hanged on a Clothiers tenterhook , 
and that they murdred a young fat Scotish man, and made Candles of 
his greafe ; they took another Scotish man and ripped up his belly, 
that they might come to his fmall guts, the one end whereof they tyed 
to a tree, and made him go round until he had drawn them all out of his 
body, they then faying. That they would try whether a dogs or a Scotch 
mans guts were the longer. 


Depofid sJfyCarch 5?. 
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Henry Brereton . 


1643. before ns. 


e Anthony Stratford. 


The 


T 














114 


The Irish Rebellion. 


The Province 
» f Ulfier. 


The Examination of Robert Maxwell Clerk > 
Arch-deacon of Down > fworn and examined, 
depofeth and faith inter alia , 


T Hat by command from Sir Phelim 0 Neil , the Rebels dragged the 
Deponents brother, Lieutenant James Maxwell out of his bed in 
the rage and height of a burning Feaver; and left any of his acquaintance 
or friends should bury him, they carried him two miles from any Church, 
and there cruelly butchered him, when he neither knew what he did or faid; 
and thus Sir Phelim paid him two hundred and fixty pound which he owed 
him: And his wife GriJfelzJMaxwell being in Child-birth , theChildhalf 
born and half unborn, they ftript ftark naked, drove her about an arrows 
flight to the Blackwater, and drowned her: The like they did to another 
English woman in the fame Parish, in the beginning of the Rebellion, 
which was little inferiour, ifnot more unnatural and barbarous then the 
roafting of Matter Watfin alive, after they had cut a Collop out of either 
Buttock. And farther faith , that a Scottsh woman was found in the GY/»- 
wood , lying dead, her belly ripped up, and a living Child crawling in her 
womb , cut out of the Cawl; and that Matter Starkey , School Matter 
a 'LasErmagh he a Gentleman of good Parentage and Parts, beingupwards 
ofan hundred years of age , they ftript naked, caufed two of his Daugh¬ 
ters, Virgins, being likewife naked: to fupport him under each arm, he 
being notahleto go ofhimlelf: And in that pofture carried themallthree 
a quarter of a mile, to a turf-pit, and drowned them, feeding the lufts of 
their eyes, and the cruelty of their hearts with thefelf-fame obje&sat the 
fame time. At thefiegeofv 4 /^er, they would not kill any English Bead, 
and then eat it, but they cutCollopsout of them being alive, letting 
rhem there rore till they had no more flesh upon their backs, fo that fome- 
rimes a Beaft would live two or three days together in that torment; 
the like they did at ssfrmagh , when they murdred Hugh Echlin Efquire, 
they hanged and murdred all his Irish fervants which had any way 
proved faithful or ufefulto him during this Rebellion: And as touch¬ 
ing exemplary conftancv in Religion , this Deponent faith, That Henry 
Cowell Efquire, a gallant and well bred Gentleman, was murdred be- 
caufe he would not confent to marry a beaftiy Trull, c JMiary Nj Neil , 
a near Kinfwoman of Sir Phelim y s : He was profered his life , without the 
Bloufi , if he would have gone to Mafs, but he chofe rather to die then 
to do either. There was madethelike proffer of life for going to Mafs to 
Robert Ecklin i a Child of eleven or twelve years of age, but healforefufed 
it, faying, He faw nothing in their Religion for which he would change 
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Proteftants the Rebels buried alive, and took great pleafureto hear them 
fpenk unto them as they digged down old ditches upon them; except 
thofe whom they thus buried, they buried none of the Proteftants, 
neither would permit any who furvived to perform that duty for them : 
And further faith, That the Rebels would fend their Children abroad 
in great Troops, efpcci ally near unto Kinnard, armed with long wattles 
and whips, who would therewith beat dead mens bodies about their privy 
members, until they beat, or rather thrashed them off, and then would 
return in great joy to their Parents, v/ho received them for fuch fervice as 
it were in triumph. And further faith > that if any women were found dead 
lying with their faces downwards, they would turn them upon their backs, 
and in great flocks refort unto them, cenfuring all parts of their bodies, 
but efpecially fuch as are not fit to be named , which afterwards they 
abufed fo many ways, and fo filthily, as chafte a ears would not endure the 
very naming thereof. 

Many of the Proteftants the Rebels would not kill out-right, but being 
half-dead would fo leave them, entreating for no better favour at their 
hands two or three days after, but to kill tltem out-right, which fometimes 
were granted, fbmetimes denied. 

A young youth having his back-bone broken , was found in a field 
having like a Eeaft eaten all the grafs round about him ; the Deponent 
could not learn that they killed him out, but that they removed him to a 
place of better Pafture, fo that in thofe moft bloudy and execrable wretches, 
that of the holy Ghoft is clearly verified, The very mercy ofthe wicked is 
cruelty: And further faith. That the Rebels themfelves told him, this 
Deponent, that they murdred 954 in one morning, in the County of 
g Antnm ; and that befides them, they fuppofed that they killed above 
1100 or 1200 more in that County: They told him likewife, that Colo¬ 
rs 1 Bryan O Neil killed about one thoufand in the County of Down> be¬ 
fides three hundred killed near Ktlleleigh , and many hundreds both before 
and after in both thofe Counties. 

At Sir Phelims return from Lifnegavj fome of the Souldiers forced 
about 24 British into a houfe, where they burned them alive, whofe 
terrible out-crys they defired very much to imitate and exprefs unto 
others: And faith. That he heard Sir Phelim likewiie report, that he 
killed 60 o English at Garvagh in the County of Derry ; and that he had 
left neither man, woman nor Child alive in the Barony of sJWnnterlong 
in the County ofTyron^ and betwixt ^Armagh and the Newry , in the 
feveral Plantations and Lands of Sir Archibald Atchejon , John Hamilton , 
Efquire, the Lord Canfield , and the Lord ^fytount JVorrice: and faith 
alfo, that there were above two thoufand of the British murdred for the 
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moft part in their own houfes, whereof he was informed by a Scotchman 
who was in thofe parts with Sir Phelim, and faw their houfes filled with 
their dead bodies. Inthe Glimvood towards Dromore , there were flaugh- 
tred, as the Rebels told the Deponent, upwards of twelve thoufandin 
all, who were all killed in their flight to the County of Down : The num¬ 
ber of the people drowned at the Bridge of Portadown , are diverfly 
reported according as men ftaid amongft the Rebels, this Deponent who 
ftaid as long as any, and had better intelligence then moft of the English 
amongft them, and had beft reafon to know the truth, faith, There were 
(by their own report) 190 drowned with Mafter Fullerton : At another 
time they threw 140 over the faid Bridge; at another time 3 6 or 3 7 and 
fo continued drowning more or fewer, for feven or eight weeks, fo as 
the feweft which can be fuppofed there to have perished, muft needs be 
above 1000 belides as many more drowned betwixt that Bridge and the 
great Lowgh of Mont jay, befides thofe who perished by the (word, fife 
and famine, in Coitbraffil, and the English f\antax\ons adjacent : Which 
in regard there efcaped not 300 out of all thofe quarters, muft needs 
amount to many thoufands. 

Near unto the Deponents houfe thirty fix perfons were carried to the 
Cure-bridge at one time, and:drowned. At another time fix and fifty, 
Men, Women and Children ; all of them being taken out of the De¬ 
ponents Houfe; and at feveral other times feveral other numbers; Befides 
thofe that were drowned in the Black-water at Ktnnard. In which Town 
and the Parish of Tinon (whereof the Deponent was Redor) there was 
drowned, flaughtered and died of Famine, and for want of Clothes, 
about fix hundred. The Deponent might add to thefe many thoufands 
more; but the Diary which he this Deponent wroteamongft theRebels, 
being burned, with his Houfe, Books and all his Papers; he referreth 
himfelf to the number in grofs, which the Rebels themfelves have upon 
inquiry, found out and acknowledged ;' which notwithftanding will 
come short of all that hive been Murdred in Ireland ; there being above 
one hundred and fifty four thoufand now wanting of the British within the 
very prccindoft^r. . . 

And this Deponent further faith , That it was common Table-talk 
amongft theRebels, that the Ghoft of Mafter William Fullerton, Timothy 
Jtphes, and the moft of thofe who were thrown over Portadowbridge , 
werd'-daily and nightly feen to walk upon the River, fometimes fingingof 




Pfalms, fometimes brandishing of naked Swords, fometimes fcriechin" i 


moft hideous and fearful manner. The Deponent did not believe the 
. .me at firft, neither doth he ^et know whether to believe it or no; but 
faith, that divers of the Rebels allured him that they themfelves did dwell 


near 


.-^171 -.V - 













The Irish Rehellion. 


1 iz 


a H near to the fame River, and being daily affrighted -with thofe apparitions, 


klW but efpecially with their horrible fcrieching, were in conclufion inforced 
w remove further into the Country : Their own Priefts and Friers could 
tAuty not deny the truth thereof. But as it was by the Deponent Obje&ed unto 
1 Th; them ; fafd it was but a cunning flight of the Devil to hinder this great 
work of propagating the Catholick Faith, and killing of Hereticks ; or 
fogJ that it was wrought by Witchcraft. The Deponent himfelf lived within 
nlie«, ■ thirteen miles of the Bridge, and never heard any man fo much as doubt 
Tift of the truth thereof. Howfoever, he obligeth no mans faith, in regard he 
A'liiot faw it not with his own eyes; otherwife he had as much certainty as morally 
;or j7; could be required offuch a matter. 

And this Deponent further faith ; That the degnerate Vr.le-English , 
ilfmt were moll cruel amongft the British Proteftants, being beaten from their 
ffflJr own Lands ; and were never fatisfied with their bloud, until they had in 
a manner feen the laft drop thereof ; affrighting Sir Phelim O Neil 
: everyday with their numbers, and perfwading him. Thatwhileftthey 

juts (meaning the Proteftants,) lived, there would neither be room for them , 
nor fafety for him. It was eafy to fpur on the cowardly and bloudy Rebel; 
Huj,- yet nofooner were the Proteftants cut off, but contrary to their expeeft- 
ation, the meer Irish took prefent poffeftion, of their Lands and Houfes; 
tfal; whereat the P de-English much grumbled ; and faid, Sir Phelim had not 
Btft kept promife with them j howfoever, they were forced to fwallow thofe 
and many other injuries. 

And further faith , That he knew one Boy , that dwelt near unto him- 
Qot ’ felf, and not exceeding fourteen years of age, who killed ztKinnard, in 
yj; one night, fifteen able flrong men with his Skein, they being difarmed , 
and moft of their feet in the Stocks. 1 

djJ • Another not above twelve years of age, killed two women at the Sisgc 
ww j of csfxgher. 

■ Another that was a woman and Tenant to this Deponent, killed feven 
men and women, of her fellow English T enants, in one morning. And 
it it was very ufual in ail parts , for the Rebels children to murder the 
Proteftants children ; and fometimes with Lath-fwords heavy , and well 
\g. sharpned , they would venture upon people of riper years, cruelties not to 
be believed, if there were not fo many eye-witneffes ofthem. 
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The Previna 
of Lemfta. 


The Examination of Dame Ann Butler wife jik 


unto Sir Thomas Butler of Rathealin in the County p 1 

of Catherlagh Knight, duly fworn 5 T)epofeth, 


Hat after Walter Bagnal of Dunlickny^ in the County of Gather - 


lagh , Efquire , Walter Butler with a great number of men, had in a 
violent manner entred this Deponents Houfe , they notable to refill:, " 
they fet drift guard over this Deponent * her Husband and family, and 
brought them from their fetled dwelling unto Loghlin-bridge , where 
they kept her felf , and Husband and Children in redraint for two 
weeks , and from thence conveyed them with drift guard to the \ 
Town of Kilkenny ; and there were brought before the Lord tJWomt 
Garrot; where Walter Bagnal and James Butler , brother to the Lard 
±J[iount Garrot did ufe all means poffible to move the faid Lord, to put 
this Deponent her Husband and family to death and torture; alledging 
that they were rank Puritan Protedants , and defperately provoking, ],, 
tifed thefe words, faying. There’s but one way, we or they, meaning ' 
Papids or Protedants , mud perish. To which malicious provocati- ^ 
on the faid Lord did not hearken. And this Deponent further de- ofL 
pofeth, That Walter Bagnal , with his rebellious company , apprehen- Co 
ded Richard Lake an English Protedant, and his fervant, with his wife [j ( 
and four children, and one Richard ‘Taylor of Loghlin-bridge , his wife j 
and children, Samuel Hatter of the fame, his wife and children, an En¬ 
glishwoman , called Jone^ and her daughter, and was credibly inform¬ 
ed by Dorothy Renals , who had feveral times been an eye-witnefs of 1 
thefe lamentable fpcftacles , that she had feen to the number of five 
and thirty English going to execution , and that she had feen them 
when they were executed, their bodies expofed to devouring.Ravens, f- 
and not afforded fo much as burial. Another English -woman who was *■ 
newly delivered of two children in one Birth, they violently com- m 
petted her in her great pain and ficknefs , to rife from her child- ^ 
bed, and took the infant that was left alive, and dashed his brains jp 
againft the ftones, and after threw him into the River of the Barrow : 
and having a piece of Salmon to dinner, Matter Brian Cayanavhs wife 
being with her, she the faid Miftris Cavanaqh refufed to eat any part of the 
Salmon , and being demanded the reafon, she faid she would never eat any 
Fish that came out of the Barrow , becaufe she had feen feveral infants a 
bodies ,and other Carkafes of the English taken up in the Wear. 

And this Deponent faith, that Sir Edward Butler did credibly inform f 
her, that James Butler o£Finyhinch, had hanged and put to death all the - 
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English that were at Goran and Wells , and all thereabouts. And further 
Depofeth, That she being in Kilkenny a prifoner in reflraint, and having 
intelligence that fome of her own Cattel were brought thither by Walter 
Bagnal, she petitioned (being in great extremity) to the Lord of Mount 
Garrot, to procure her fome of her own Cattel for her relief; whereupon 
he recommended her fuit to the Major and Corporation of Kilkenny ; who 
concluded, Becaufe she and her family were Proteftants, and would not 
turn to M afs, they should have no relief. Jane Jones , fervant to the De¬ 
ponent, did fee the English formerly fpecified, going to their execution; 
dnd as she conceived, they were about the number of five and thirty; 
was told by Elizabeth Homes that there were fourty gone to execution. 
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e Examination of Jofeph Wheeler of Stan- 
carty in the County of Kilkenny Efq$, Elizabeth , the reli<£t 
of Lieutenant William Gilbert, of Captain Ridgways 
Company 3 Rebecca HiU, the relid of Thomas Hill, late 
Lieutenant to the faid Captain Ridgway 3 Thomas 
Lewis, late of Kilkenny Gent. Jonas Wheeler ot Stan- 
car ty aforefaid, Gent, and ‘"Patrick Maxwel of the 
Graige in the fame County Gent, fworn and 
examined , Depofe and Say, 

f'T^Hat about Eafter 1642. one Richard Philips and five others, who 
*' 1 J_ were old Garrifon Souldiers, then under the command of Captain 
Parrel, a Captain on his Majeflies party, v/cre, by the command of the 
;■ Lord Mount Garrot, at the end ofa houfe in Kilkenny, hanged to death by 
that cruel and bloudy Rebel and Provoft Marshal Thomas Cantwell of 
i Cantwell-court, Efquire, or feme of his fervants or Souldiers inhispre- 
J fence, who would hardly fuffer them to fay their prayers after they were 
taken out of the prifon before they were put to death, thofe poor men 
■ dying very patiently and refolutely, in the maintenance of the Proteffant 
Faith; but one of them becaufe he was an Irish man , was offered his life 
tj if he would turn Papift, but he chofe rather death, which he quickly had 
, • with the other five: And further faith, That a little before Ckrifintas 1 641. 
f Matter William Hill, of the Abby of in the Queens County , 
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Efqujre, and the faid Lieutenant Thomas Hill his (on, coming, to Kilkenny , 
to fetch home Mary Hill , the wife of him the faid William Hilly and the W& 
faid Rebecca ; one of thefe Deponents were then and there fent for by the W 1 
Lord Mount Carrot y and by him committed prifoners to the Goal of 
Kilkenny ; where they continued in a dark dungeon bojted for two months, ] Ik 1 ' 
but were offered freedom if they would joyn with the Rebels, and be- k* 
come Papifts; but they refufed, and after the faid Lord Mount Garret I \0 
was gone into Munjler with his Forces, (which v/as an example to all the Hj 
reft of the wicked Irish there to rife unto Rebellion) one Florence Fitz, $ 
Patrick^ of Ca/lletown in the Queens Count) Efquire, a Captain of Rebels, JiS 
and hisSouldicrs came to Kilkenny , and then and there (without refiftance 
of any) broke open the Goal there, and forcibly took and carried away . > 
with them into OJJory aforefaid , the faid William and Thomas Hill , where - 
they kept them in miferable durance for fome time, and then hanged P e 
them both; and a poor young Girle being fent from the Town of Balline - jpf 
kill to fee what was become of them, the faid Florence Fitz, Patrick 
meeting her, caufed her to be half hanged, then letten down, and after dime 
to be buried quick: And by report of one Jone Grace (that fiiid she''ip 
was an eye-witnefs) the Rebels threw the dead body of the faid William tal 
zxAThomas Hill , into a Saw-pit, leaving them fo far unburied, that their P 
heads and legs lay bare, until she came and covered them with earth, W 
about a week after: And further faith, that they have credibly heard ft 
and believed , That the faid Florence Fitz, Patrick^ having enticed a rich p 
Merchant of Montrath to his the faid Fitz, Patrick* houfe, to bring thither fat 
his goods which he promifed should befafely proteded, and fafely re¬ 
delivered ; he, the faid Florence Fitz, Patrick , pofleffing thole goods, 
afterwards caufed the faid Merchant and his wife to be hanged; and they 
have credibly heard , that the faid Florence Fitz, PatrickjzSFo hanged Lieu¬ 
tenant Keies and his fon , one Hughes a School - mafter, and divers Jk 
other Proteftants: And thefe Deponents further fay, that Mafter Edmond id 
Butler , eldeft fon to the Lord Alount Carrot , Edward Butler his lecond tat 
fon, Captain Garret Blanckfield , and divers other rebellious Comman- :og 
ders and fouldiers, to the number of6 or 700 horfe and foot a little before jut 1 
Michaelmas 1642. marched from Balhragges near to the Iron Forge of 
Balline/?illy and there met with Lieutenant Gilbert aforenamed Enfign, 
William Alfry theyounger, Mafter Thomas Bingham the Minifter, Robert 
Graves , Richard Bently y and about fixty more of the English Souldiersy ] k 
both the fame parties joyned in Battel; but the English Soutdiers , though 
fighting valiantly, and killing many Rebels (and one Walter Butler , a 
Captain among the reft) were at the laft fo overcome with multitudes of 
the Rebels, that then and there they, the faid Lieutenant Gilbert, 
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Wiu.am si fry, Thomas Bingham , Robert Graves , Richard Bently , and two 
other English Souldiers were abfolutely flain, and the heads of all thole 
fevencarried to Kilkenny by thofeRebels (theirpipes for joy playing be¬ 
fore them on hors-back ) and on a market day which hapned to be on 
the next day following, thofe heads as triumphs of their Victories, there 
brought out and fet upon the Market-crols, where the Rebels, but cfpe- 
cially the women there, and amongft the reft Elice Butler , a reputed 
mother of feveral baflards, yet the daughter of the faid Mount Carrot, 
ftab’d, cut and flasht thofe heads, the laid Elice Butler drawing her 
skein, flasht at the face of the faid William si! fry , and hit him on the 
nofe, and thofe that could but get a blow or ftab at thofe heads, feemed 
to account themfclves happy: And the Rebels then and there put a gag 
in the mouth of the faid Thomas Bingham the Minifter, and laying the 
leafofa Bible before him, bad him preach, faying, His mouth was open 
and wide enough, and one of thofe leud virago’s that had no weapons, 
ftruck one of the heads fo with her hand, that the fame night her hand 
grew black and blew, rankled, and she was extreamly lame with it a 
quarter of a year after, and that lamenefs and the fwelling thereof growing 
to anilide, "is like to continue till she die: and another of thofe women 
that with great rejoycing went and faw thofe heads, did quickly after the 
fight thereof fall into fuch an aftonishment and diftra&ion, that for three 
or four days after she could not lleep nor reft, but cryed out that ftill she 
faw thofe heads before her eyes, which heads being faid by the Rebels 
to be the heads ofHcreticks, were not afforded Chriftian Burial, but 
buried without the City in a crofs high-way all together in a hole; the 
buriers chopping and cutting the heads with their Spades as they threw 
mold upon them. And to make the manner of their burial, and the heads 
themfelves yet more contemptible; the Rebels ( over the hole where the 
heads were laid) fet up a long Hick, whereto they fixed papers, that all may 
tale notice of the place : And after and from that time, the rebellious 
roguish Boys, took up, and frequently ufed an Oath, By the Crofs of the 
feven devils heads burted on Saint fames Green. And further fay, that 
upon the teftimony of a roguish Boy , that an English man that was a 
Maulfter to one Richard Sham of Kilkenny, had faid. He would believe the 
Devil as foon as the Pope ; the cruel Rebel, the Provoft Marshal Cantwell 
afore-named, fuddenly took and hanged him up in an Apple-tree till he 
died: And further fafth. That one Vncil Grace , and divers other Rebels 
in Kilkenny , broke open the doors of the Cathedral Church there, and 
robbed the fame Church of the Chalices, Surplices, Ornaments, Books, 
Records and Writings there being ; and made Gunpowder in Saint 
Patrick Church, and digged the Tombes and graves in the Churches 
s . Q in 
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in Kilkgwy > ur of gem^pap molds whereon to make Gun¬ 

powder : AnalSpH^ponents have credibly heard, and verily believe, 
that the Rebe^hjlt iWlftook z 5 Proteftrants, men, women and children, 
and pretending%nd promifing to them a Convoy to Dungannon , hanged 
them dead in the way, in a Wood near Newrofs , and that the Rebels 
half hanged five more Proteflants at Balliragget , by the command of the 
faid Captain Edward Butler, and the (aid Thomas Cantwell the Marshal, 
and letting them down again before they were dead fuffered them fome- 
what to recover, and then buried them quick: And thefe Deponents 
Thomas Lewis , Patrick^Adaxwel further fay, That as they have been 
credibly told by Walter Archer of Kilkenny a Rebel, that a poor English 
mans wife that went out to gather (licks, at a place about two miles from 
Kilkenny , was taken and hanged up by the Rebels: And the Deponents 
Elizabeth Gilbert , Patrtck^Maxwel further fay, That a poor woman and 
two children, she being the wife of one Harvy of Balhnekjl , coming to 
Kilkenny about Candlemas was twelve month, were then and there aflault- 
ed and fet upon by the rebellious Inhabitants of that City, and hunted, 
baited, and drawn with dogs, cruelly ftab’d with skeins, and fo mife- 
rably ufed, that one of the children died prefently (having the guts pluckt 
out) and the Deponent Patrick^Maxwel further faith , That there were 
taken out of Graige by the Rebels, and hanged to death , one John Stone 
and his wife and his fon , William Valentine, Robert Pym and his wife, 
one of their children of a year and a half old, and Thomas White a Mer¬ 
chant and his wife, who being great with child, had her belly ripped up 
after she , was hanged, fo as the child fell out of the cawl alive; Walter 
Sherly , Mifhis Jow Salter an ancient Widow, one John a fervant to 
Stone aforenarped; the Rebels that hanged them w'ere Garret Forejlal of 
Knockive , and Gibbon Forrefial of 7 myhinch , and the eldeft fon of Richard 
Barron , alias Fitz, Geraldtn of Knockeen aforefaid , and divers others 
whom she cannot name, all of the County of Caterlagh ; which faid 
Robert Pym after he was hanged up twice, proved ?five in his grave, and 
(truck his hand upon his bread faying, Chrifi receive myfoul , and with 
thole words in his mouth was then and there buried quick; and one of 
t hofe poor Proteftants at Goran , by name Frifloram Robinfon , the Rebels 
hanged him twice, thruft him through with darts, but he Hill continuing 
alivq, and fpeaking, they buried him quick: And this Deponent Jonas 
Vheeler farther faith, That one old English Proteftant, who wasaShcp- 
heard, and his wife going]from Kilkenny towards Ballidownel , the Rebels 
hinged up the poor old man , and going a little off, his wife perceiving 
breath in her Husband, faid unto him, Oh joy you are alive yet; frhich 
when foipc of the Rebelsovof-hearing, hanged him out-right, and dragged 
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him up and down until his bowels fell out, then his wifedefiring them to 
hang her too, but they refuted. And faith, That this Deponent asking 
the Rebels of Kilkenny , how they durft do what they did, confidering 
the King was againft them ? They anfwered, That if the King would not 
hold with them, they could have fourty thoufand to come to affift them 
out of France and Spain , and bring ammunition and arms enough, and 
all things neceffary, and fight againft the King and the English . And the 
Deponent Elizabeth Gilbert further faith,That she heard one James Euflace , 
a fervant to the Rebel Colonel Cullen , fay publickly in Mafter Jofeph 
Wheelers houfe in Kilkenny , Let the King take heed , for if they ('meaning 
the Irish ) had not their own defires they would bring in aforreign King; 
and one Triftram Dyer a Proteftant was (as his wife told this Deponent) 
murdred in a Wood with his own Hatchet, and covered with Leaves and 
Mofs. 


y Examinations touching the Apparitions at 
ts|Ut| Tntnedown-bridge , within the Province 
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zSfmes Shaw of n^fytarket-hill in the County of Armagh , Innkeeper, 
^depofeth, That many of the Irish Rebels, in the time of this Depo¬ 
nents reftraint, and ftaying among them, told him very often , and 
it was a common report that all thofe that lived about the bridge of 
Portnedown , were fo affrighted with the cries and noife made there of 
lome fpiritsor vifions for revenge, as that they durft not ftay but fled away 
thence; fo astheyprotefled, affrighted to <JAfiarket-htll , faying, They 
durft not ftay nor return thither for fear of thofe cries and fpirits, but 
took grounds and made creats in or near the Parish of Mullabraek . Jurat. 
sSfug. 14. 1642. 


Joan the relift of Gabriel Conflable , late of Drumard in the County 
of ^Armagh, Gent, depofeth and faith, That she hath often heard the 
Rebels, Owen 0 Farren , Patrick^O Conellan , and divers others of the 
Rebels at Drumard , earneftly fay , proteft and tell one another, that the 
bloud of fome of thofe that were knockt in the heads, and afterwards 
drowned at Portnedown-bridge, ftill remained on the Bridge, and would 
not be washed away; and that often there appeared vi fions or apparitions, 
fometimes of men j fometimes of women, breaft-high above the water, 
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at or near 1 Port tiedown , which did mo ft extreamly and fearfully fcriech and 
cry out for vengeance againft the Irish that had murdred their bodies there* 
and that their crys and fcrieches did fo terrify the Irish thereabouts, that 


nonedurft flay nor live longer there, but fled and removed further into 


the Country, and this was a common report amongft the Rebels there, 
and that it palled for a truth amongft them, for anything she (ouldever 
obferve to the contrary. Jurat. Jan. 1.1645. 


b 


Katherine the relict of William Coke , late of the County of ^Armagh; 
Carpenter,fworn and examined,faith,That about the 10 o Wecember 9 i 641. 
a great number of Rebels in that County, did moft barbaroufly drown 
at that time one hundred and eighty Proteftants, men, women and children 
in the River at the Bridge of Portnedo*wn ; and that about nine days after¬ 
wards , she faw a vifion or fpirit in the shape of a man , as she apprehended, 
that appeared in that River, in the place of the drowning, bolt upright 
breaft-high, with hands lifted up , and ftood in that pofture there, until 
the latter end of Lent next following ; about which time fome of the 
English Army marching in thofe* parts, whereof her Husband was "one 
(as he and they confidently affirmed to this Deponent) faw that Spirit or 
vifion handing upright, and in the pofture aforementioned; but after 
that time the faid Spirit or vifion vanished and appeared no more, that she 
knoweth. And she heard, but faw not, that there were other Vifions 
and Apparitions, and much icrieching and ftrange noyfe heard in that 
River at times afterwards. Jurat . February 24.164 3. 
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Elizabeth the wife of Captain RicePricerfArmagh,dtpokih. & faith,That 
she and other women, whofe Husbands were murdred, hearing ofdi vers 
Apparitions and Vilions which were leen near Portnedown-bridge , fince the 
drowning of her Children, and the reft of the Proteftants there, went 
unto the Bridge aforefaid about twilight in the evening • then and there 
upon a fudden there appeared unto them a Vifion or Spirit, afluming the 
shape of a woman, waft-high upright in the water, naked, with elevated 
and clofed hands, her hair hanging down, very white, her eyesfeemed to 
twinkle, and her skin as white as (how; which fpirit feemed to ftand ftraight 
up in the water, often repeated the word Revenge ., Revenge , Revenge; 
whereat this Deponent and the reft being put into a ftrong amazement and 
affright walked from the place. Jurat. January 29.1642. 
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Arthur Culm of Cloivoughter in the County of Cavan, Efquire, de- 
pofcth, That he was credibly informed by feme that were prefent there, 
that there were thirty women and young children and feven men flung into 
the River of Belterbert , and when fome of them offered to fwirn for their 
lives, they were by the Rebels followed in Cots, and knocked on the 
heads with poles; the fame day they hanged two women at Turbert ; and 
this Deponent doth verily believe, that Mulmore O Rely the then Sheriff, 
had a hand in the commanding the murder of thofe faid perfons, for that 
he faw him write two Notes which he fent to Turbert by Bryan Rely , upon 
whofe coming thefe murders were committed : And thofe perfons who 
were prefent alfo affirmed, that the bodies of thofe thirty perfons drowned 
did not appear upon the water till about fix weeks after paft; as the faid 
Rely came to the Tow r n, all the bodies came floting up to the very Bridge; 
thofe perfons were all formerly flayed in the Town by his prote&ion, 
when the reft of their Neighbours in the Town went away. 


Elizabeth Price wife of Afichael Price , of the Newry , depofeth, That 
Sir Con Mac-Genni* fuffered his Souldiers,the Rebels, to kill Mafter Turge , 
Minifter of the Newry, and fcveral other Proteftants; and he the faid 
Sir Con tJMlac-Gennis on his death-bed was fo much affrighted with appre- 
henfion that the faid Mafter Turge fo (lain , was ilill in his prefence, as 
that he commanded no Proteftants from that time should be flain , but 
what should be killed in battel; and after his death, Sir Con cJTfoc- Gcnnis 
his brother, would have obfervedhis directions, but one yohn<Jfytac- 
Gernis the young Lord of Evah and AEonkjOrely were earneft to have all 
the reft of the Proteftants put to death. 


Mafter George Creighton , Minifter of Virginia , in the County of Cavan , 
depofeth, among other particulars in his Examination, That divers w r omco 
brought in to his houfe a young woman almoft naked, to whom a Rogue 
came upon the way, thefe women being prefent, and required her to 
give him her mony or elfe he would kill her, and fb drew his fword; her 
anfwerwas, You cannot kill me unlefs God give you leave, and his will 
be done: Whereupon the Rogue thruft three times at her naked body 
with his drawn fword, and yet never pierced her skin; whereat he being, 
as it feems, much confounded, went away and left her; and that he faw 
this woman, and heard this particular related by divers women, who 
were by and faw what they reported, 
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The cruelties 
afted by the 
Irish upon 
the ‘British 
were before 


any provoca¬ 
tion given 
them. 


The cruelty 
of the Irish 
in murdring 
thofe Prote- 
ftants which 
remained 
among them 
when at any 
time they 
received any 
lofs by the 
English For¬ 
ces. 


Pon the view of thefe Examinations all taken upon Oath , it may * 
eafily be conjectured how fatally the firft plot took, howfurioufly 
the Rebels throughout all ,Parts of the Kingdom proceeded on in their 
barbarous bloudy executions, and what were the courfes they held to 
bring about fo fuddenly the univerfal dedrudion of all the British and 
Proteftants there planted. Itismoft true that in Lemfter and tJ\Cmfter 
( and yet one would fcarce believe it that confidcrs the horrid particu- ft 
iars related in the fore-recited Examinations of thofe two Provinces) 
they were not generally fo bloudy, neither did they begin their work ' 
fo early as in the Provinces of Vljhr & Conanght. The ill fuccefs 
of the enterprife upon the Caftle of Dublin did cool them for a time, • 
put them to a (land and caufed them to take up new Counfels; But 
when they had once declared themfelves, they did in very few days 
ftrip and defpoil all the English fettled among them, and drove great ‘ 
numbers of them even dark naked to feveral Ports on the Sea-fide, there s ; 
to provide themfelves paflagefor England, or otherways rnoft miferably ' 
to darve and perish, as many of them did , beinginhumanely denied 
any kind of relief in thofe Towns under the command of the Rebels. And :f : f 
here I muff not forget to interpofe this certain truth. That in all the four : 
Provinces the horrid cruelties ufed towards the British either in their bloudy F 
Maflacres, or mercilefs defpoiling , dripping, and extirpation of them, 5 

were generally aded in mod parts of the Kingdom before they could j 
gather themfelves together, to make any coniiderable reddance againft 
their fury; and before the State had alTembled their Forces, or were f 5 
enabled by the power of his Majedies Arms to make any inrodes into the * 
Counties pofleffed by the Rebels’. A circumdance which totally dedroyeth ^ 
all thofe vain pretences and fond recriminations, which they have fince 
mod falfely taken up to palliate this their mod abominable Rebellion. 

A nd this is not to be denied, Though it be alfo true that thofe Bntuh wh@m j ^ 
they differed to live among them either upon condition of change of their 
Religion , out of private intered , or fuch as they kept in prifon, were 
not put to the fword, until the Rebels in the feveral encounters they had 
with his Majedies Forces differed lofs of their men, and fo being enraged 
therewith at their return home after any difader, they fell furioudy to 
take revenge upon fuch British , whether men, women, or children, as they 
held in mod miferable Captivity with them. How far their madnefs, 
fury, and mod implacable malice, did after the manner of bruit Beads 
tranfport them towards the deftruction of thofe miferable harmlefs fouls 
they detained among them , doth clearly appear by feveral particulars ex- 
prefled in feveral Examinations. I shall here inlerc fomeof them taken upon 
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trufl: from perfons of good quality and credit, who were long prifoners 

i,ii among them. 

rfi- I find in one part of Do&or Maxwels Examination ( which I thought 
on Is not fit wholly toinfert, becaufe it is of great length, and many particulars 
ej i; in it, nothing tending to that purpofe for which it is formerly mentioned) 
fe That about May 1642. when the Scotish Army under the command of 
J ;( General Major Monro had marched down from Carickfergus , taken in the 
jdp Newry , beaten the Irish out of thofe Parts with the (laughter of many of 
>rov| [;i them ; Sir Pheltm O Neal caufed 5000 British whom he detained in 
\tif r Armagh , Tyron , and other Parts of the North, to be mod miferably 
jf^mufdred in the fpace of three days: James Shaw of Market Hill in the 
a ^County of zArmagh, depofeth and faith, That during the time this De- 
}|$j; ponent was in reftraint, and ftayed among the Rebels , he obferved and 
fc^'Well knew that the greateft part of the Rebels in the County of Armagh 
^ went to befiege the Caftle of Attgher where they were repulfed, and 
divers of the Rebels of the Sept of O-Neals (lain : In revenge whereof, the 
grand Rebel Sir Pheltm O Neal gave direction and warrant to one Mulmory 
|y ^CACae DoneU a moft cruel and mercilefs Rebels to kill all the English ana 
f jj y Scotish within the Parishes oiMulle bracks Logilly and Kilcluney , whereupon 
lltbefo- the fai d Rebel did murder 17 Scotish Sc English Proteftants within Musket 
:irtt(Jpot °f this Deponents own houfe; and further faith that in thofe three 
^Parishes there have been before that and fince, by killing, drowning > and 
» ^Carving, put to death above 1500 Proteftants within the faid three Parishes. 
c [ J William FitzGerald a Clerk, of Irish birth, dwelling near Armagh , 

0I ", and there refiding when this Rebellion brake out, depofeth and faith, That 
es j or all places of the North where Sir PhelimO Neal under the name of General 
j e ,} : ’ of the Catholick Army commanded, were filled with murders of the 
Hye JjProteftants: And that when at Atigher , Lifnagartte , or any other places 
j the Rebels received lo(s of their men , thofe that efcaped, exercifed their 
^cruelty upon the Proteftants everywhere at their return: And that about 
oeo j f ithe firft of Ma.) 1642. when Sir Phelim O Neal had notice of the 
^ taking of the Newry by his Majefties Forces, he retired that night in all 
\ to the Town of Armagh , and the next day as well the Town of 
‘^ Armagh as the Cathedral Church there, and all the Villages and Houfes 
j]% theCountry round about together with all provifions were fired by the 
n ^Rebels ; and many men, women and children murdred as well in theTown 
’ j.,’as in the Country round about. 

‘ V’ There is much more to be faid on this fubjed:, but I shall forbear to 
• rake further into many other foul circumftances, which would make this 
^' ^Rebellion appear fir more odious and deteftable I shall now return to 
^‘take up the publick affairs of the State, where I left them in the hands of 
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the Lords Juftices and Council, who finding the Ciry togrow daily more 
and more impeftred with ftrangers by reafon of the relort of great numbers 
of ill-aflfe&ed perfons that daily made repair thereunto; They iff ucd out 
feveral other Proclamations to prohibit the accefs of all ftrangers to the gg 
Town,and to require fuch as remained in the City without calling or fettled 
habitation, to depart. 

Sir Henry Tichborn being di(patched with his Regiment offootto Treda^h Pii 
as is formerly mentioned , the Lords Juftices took further order for the jj g 
prefen trailing ofother foot Companies; as likewife fome Troops o fhors 
which might lerve for the defence of the City of Dublin, now in mWt 
imminent danger by realon of the approaches made by the Forces of the [j(C 
Rebels. Sir Charles Coot had a Commifiion for a Regiment, which he ... 
quickly made up out of the poor ftript English, who had repaired from 
divers parts even naked to the Town, and upon the engagements^ the 
State procured cloaths for them. The Lord Lambert to whom a Com- ..... 
million alio was granted for the railing of an other Regiment, began alfo ^ 


to get fome men together. The Earl of Ormond was now arrived in 


Dublin, and brought up with him hisTroop confifting of roo Curaffiers : 
compleatly armed; Sir Thomas Lucas who had long commanded a Troop 
of hors in the Lmv - Country s, and Captain Armflrong fometime after, 
yet very fcafonably came thither: Both of them had mony imprefted, 

Sir Thomas Lucas to compleat his Troop already brought out of England, 
Captain sArmftrong to raife a new Troop ; Captain Tamer allb arrived 
foon after at Dublin, he was fent out of England by the Lord Lieutenant 
to raife and command his Trcop, which in a very short time he made 
up about ioo Hors, many perfons then living in the Town being defirous 
to put themfelves and their Horfes into that Troop : Not long after Colonel p' 
Graford came over allb, and bringing with him Letters of Rccommen- ," 
dations from the Prince Elector then attending his Majefty in Scotlandl, ,. 
under whom he had formerly the command of a Regiment of Dragoons L, 
in Germany : The Lords Juftices thought fit to give him a Regiment ^ 
which they were then taking order to raife and arm out of fuch Townsmen 
as were fit to bear arms within the City of Dublin ; none were to be ad¬ 
mitted into it but Proteftants, and out of them they made choice not 
onely pf theSouldiers, but of all the O dicers belonging to the fame. And 
further for the repreffing of the diforders daily appearing within the City, ^ 
and reftraining the ill-affe&ions of the Papifts there inhabiting, they 
made Sir Charles Coot Governour of the City, and gave him an allowance 


at 


At 

ftOIOl 


of40 S. per diem for the prefent. Now while thefe Colonels and Captains 


N 


arebeftirring themfelves in getting their men together under their feveral ( ‘ l 
commands, and in training them up to the ule of their arms: and the 13 
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^ Governour ot rht i own caking luidt order for conftant Watches within, 

,,,' and Guards without to reftrain the repair of all fufpicious and ill-affcfted 

perfons: I shall in the mean time give an account of the adjournment of 
the Parliament according to the late Prorogation made by the Lords 
Juftices, which fome of the ill-affeftcd members of both Houfes endea¬ 


voured to make ufe of for the railing of further troubles. 


, In the Month of zsfugujl before the Rebellion brakeout, the Parliament 
' r j ‘ was adjourned to the 17 of November next enfuing: Now upon the ^^ d, o ° f u [”' 
difeovery of the late ccnfpiracy for the furprife of his Majefties Caftle of parliament. 

' Dublin , the ordinary place of meeting for both Houfes of Parliament; 

' ll the Lords finding that the fire was begun in the North, and fearing a general 
‘j ! revolt of all other parts of the Kingdom , Refolvcd as a matter highly 
/ , l : tending to the fafety and fecurity of the City and Caftle to prorogue the 
Parliament, which they did by Proclamation then fet out, until the zq of 
February , But two or three days before fuch of the Lords and Commons 
M then in theTown were to meet ofcourfein their feveral Houfe for declaring 
the faid Prorogation, it was generally noifed abroad that .the putting off 
ft 1 the Parliament was extreamly ill taken by the Popish Members of both 
j; Houles. Mr. Burk who was one of the Committee lately employed into 
f 3 f : England, came to the Lord Dillon of Kilkenny Weft, and highly com- 
1 plaining of the injury which (he faid) was done thereby to the whole 
: 'P" Nation,hindring them from expreffing their loyal affections to his Majefty, 
and shewing their defires to quell this dangerous Rebellion , and that they 
h ' had realbn to relent it fo far, as to complain to the King thereof, as a point 
Le.; c f kjgk j n j u {}i ce . j-jj s Lordship having acquainted the Board herewith, 
ie Mr. Burk^ was prefcntly fent for, and he ufed the lame language in effeCt 
there, though with much modefty. 

Hereupon the Lords fell into debate what was fit to be done , and how The Po P Jst5 




Wet 


* far it might be thought reafonable in them to condefcend to their defires: ^fcomented 
Some were of opinion that it was fit to difannulthe Prorogation , and to at it. 
fc- give them leave to continue the Parliament according to the firft adjourn- 
ment made the beginning of lAuguft. They urged the very ill con- 
'oni dition of the whole Kingdom in regard of the Northern Rebellion, and 
that thole of the Counties of Widow and Wexford , as well as fome other 
Counties in Conaght had already joyned themfelves to them ; that this 
Prorogation might peradventure fo irritate the Bale-, and have fiuh an 
influence into Aiunjier as might raife them into Arms, ar.d fo put the 
whole Kingdom into a general combufticn. Others of the Board Voted 
Ihongly for the holding of the Prorogation according to the time pre¬ 
fixed by the Proclamation , grounding their opinion upon thefc 
reafons firft, That it would highly trench upon the gravity and wifdom 
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of the Board to alter a refolution fo folemnly taken up , after a molt ferious 
debate and publickly made known throughout the whole Kingdom by 
Proclamation; That it would be of moft dangerous confequence to bring 
fo great a multitude of people to the C ity in fuch dangerous times, that the 
Proteftantsand well-affecfted Members of both Houles were for the moft 
part either deftroyed, difperfed, or fo shut up as they could not repair to 
the prefent meeting, and that therefore the Irish would be fuperiour in 
number and voices, and fo wholly carry all things according to their own 
humour, that confidcring the fmall Forces then in the City, fuch great 
numbers as might take occafion under colour of coming to the Parliament, 
to repair thither, could not be admitted without apparent danger and 
difturbance, and that peradventure they might there find as ill affeftions 
as they brought, and fb both joyning together they might eafily deftroy 
the State with the poor remainders of the English Nation in thefe Parts: 
Whereupon the Lords thought fit to hold to their Prorogation, yet to 
endeavour fo to attemper and fweeten it, as thofe who were moft averfe, 
might in lome meafure reft fatisfied therewith. And therefore after a long 
debate of all particular circumftances, they came at length to this refolution, 
that the Earl of Ormond , the Mafter of the Rolls, and Sir Pierce Crosby 
three Members of the Board , should have a meeting with Mr. Darcy , 
Mr. Bttirk ^, and feme others of the moft adtiv.e and powerful Members 
of the Houfe of Commons, and that they should let them know from 
the Lords, that they have underftood of their good affections and defires 
todofomewhnt in the Houfe that might tend towards the fuppreftion of 
this prefent Rebellion, that they approved extream well thereof: And 
that howfoever they could by no means remove abfolutely the Proro¬ 
gation , yet that they would defeend fo far to their iatisfa&ion as to limit 
it to a shorter time, and that at prefent they would give them leave to fit 
one whole day in cafe they would immediately fall upon the work of mak¬ 
ing a clear Proteftation^gamft th t Rebels: As alfo, that they should have 
liberty if they pleafed to make choice of fome Members of their own Houfe 
to fend down to Treat with the Rebels about laying down of Arms : And 
for their grievances that their Lordships would with all readinefs receive 
them, and prefently tranfmit them over to his Majefty for a fpeedy 
redrefs: All this was accordingly performed. The meeting was in the 
Gallery at Corkjdouk; Thofe of the Houfe of Commons feemed atfirft 
to be extreamly troubled when they found there was no poftibility of 
altering the prefent Prorogation : But upon a further debate when they 
came to underftand how ready the Lords were to yield to their fatisfaclion, 
and that the time of the Prorogation should be shortned, they feemed 
to reft indifferently contented, undertook to make the Proteftation in • 
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fuch full and ample manner as was defired, and that they would fall im¬ 
mediately upon it and make it the work of the whole day. 

Upon the 17 of November , the Lords and Commons met in Parlia¬ 
ment which was held in the ufual place of hisMajeftiesiEaftle of Dublin : 
And for the better fecurity of the place as well as of the perfons of thofe that 
were to meet, there was a Guard of Musketiers appointed to attend 
during the time of their meeting, but fuch care taken that they should carry 
thenifelves fo free from giving any offence, as no manner of umbrage 
might be taken at their attendance there. The Houfes were both ve*y 
thin, there were only in the Houfe of Peers fbme few English Lords, 
three or four Lords cf the Vale , and fome two orichree Bishops. In the 
Houfe of Commons, they took into their confederation upon their firft 
meeting the framing of the Proteftation againft the Rebels. But thofe 
of the Popish party fpake fo ambiguoufly, and handled the matter fo 
tenderly, as they could not be drawn to ftile them by the name of Rebels : 
fo as they fentup unto the Lords a very meager cold Proteftation againft 
them, which being in their Houfe taken into debate, it was ftrongly 
contefted by theProteftant Lords that they should be ftiled Rebels , but 
that as ftiffely oppofed by the others. They therefore fell upon a mean 
betwixt both which gave a kind of accommodation, faying. They had Re- 
belhoujly and Tr alter oujly raifed A rms; and fo both parties being reafonably 
fatisfied, the Proteftation was drawn up and returned back to the Houfe 
of Commons in thisTenourasfollowcth, 


mm 

% The Proteftation and Declaration of 

A the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons 
in Parliament ailembled. 

rJ ■ 

Ipi TI T Here as the happy and peaceable Eft ate of this Realm 
siii VV hath been of late , and is fill interrupted by fundry 
perfons ill-ajfetted to the Teace and Tranquillity i hereof, who 
,lll f contrary to their 'Duty and Loyalty to Hu Majejly , and agair/Jl 
p the Laws of God, and the fundamental Laws of the Realm, 
I0 have Trayteroufy andRebeliioujly raifed Arms, have Jeized 
ini uponjome of 'Hu Majefties Forts andC allies > and difpoff jjed 
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many of His Majefties faithful Subjects , of their Houfes, 
Lands and Goods, and have (lain many of them, and committed 
other cruel and inhumane Outrages, and Adis of Hoftility 
within this Realm. 

The faid Lords and Commons in Parliament afjembled , being 
juftly moved with a right fenfe of the faid difloy at Rebellious 
Proceedings and actions of the perfons afore (aid, do hereby 
proteft and declare that they the faid Lords and Commons from 
their hearts, do deteH and abhor the faid abominable Adti&ns, 
and that they shall and will to their uttermojlpower maintain 
the Rights of his Majefties Crown , and Government of this 
Realm , and Peace and Safety thereof, as well againft the 
perfons afore faid, their Abettors, Adherents , as alfo againft all 
for rein Princes, Potentates, and other perfons , and Attempts 
whatfoever ; and in cafe the perfons afore faid do not repent of 
their aforefaidAllions,and lay down Arms, and become humble 
Suitors to His Majefty for Grace and Mercy, in fuch convenient 
time, and infuch manner andform as by his Majefty, or the 
chief Governour or Governoursand Council of thus Realm 
shall be fet down 5 Thefaid Lords and Commons dofurther pro¬ 
teftand declare , That they will take up Arms , and will with 
their Lives and Fortunes fupprefs them, and their Attempts , in 
fuch away,,as by the Authority oftheP arliament of this King¬ 
dom , with the Approbation of his mofl Excellent Majefty , or of 
his Majefties chief Governour or Governours of this Kingdom 
shall be thought mo(l effe(dual. 

Copia vera Exam, per Phil. Percival. 
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Both Houfes of Parliament fate two days, and the time of the Proro¬ 


gation being shortned unto the 11 of Jan. The Lords made choice of the 
Lord Vifcount Coftclo to go into England, to carry over their defires to his 
Majefty, concerning the means they thought fit to be ufed for the quench¬ 


ing this prefent Rebellion: And befides thofc inftrudions^ formerly * ^ 
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mentioned, he had (as [heard) from the Popish Lords fome, more pri¬ 
vate which were to negotiate the flaying fuch Forces as were intended to 
be fent out of England for that end. 

Both Houfesjoyned together to appoint certain Lords and fome Mem- T h eH oufcs 
bersofthe Houfe of Commons togodown to the Northern Rebels , toun- ofpariia- 
derftand the caufe of their rifingin Arms; and referred them to the Lords 
Juflicesfor their inftru&ions, which accordingly they received together the Rebel,, 
witha Commiflion under the Great Seal. But the Rebellion having afar 
deeper root then was at that time difeovered; this Commiflion was of little 
operation, and the intended Treaty foon vanished. The Nor them Rebets 
were then fo puffed up with their late victories over the poor furprized , 
unYefatting English in thofe Parts, and had fo deeply drenched their hands 
in the bloud of thofe irinoccnts, as they thought to carry the whole King¬ 
dom before them, and therefore would yield to no Treaties, butin amoft 
barbarous manner tore the Order of Parliament together with the Letter 
fent unto them, and returned a moft fcornful Anfwer, fully exprefling 
thereby how far they were from any thought of laying down Arms, or 
entertaining any overtures towards an Accommodation. 

Within fewdayes after the adjournment of the Parliament, the Lord 
Dillon of Coftelo accompanied with the Lord Taffe imbarqued for England, 
but by a moft impetuous ftorm were driven into Scotland , where they 
landed and went up to London . At the Town of Ware , their papers were 
feized upon by directions from the Parliament of England , and their 
perfons committed untofafecuftody. Mr. Thomas Burk went over much 
about the fame time, and certainly upon the fame errand : When the 
unhappy breach began firft betwixt tlx King and the Parliament of England, 
and that his Majefty thought fit to retire to thofe two Lords found » 
means to make an efcape, and all three con flan tly followed the Court, 
where in thofe high diftempers that afterwards hapnedin England, they 
eafily found means to ingratiate themfelvcs at Court , and had the 
opportunity to do thofe good offices for their Country-men which brought 
on the Ceflation of A rms with them in due time. 

The Lords Juflices and Counil by their Letters bearing date about Letters wriN 
the 20 of November , gave unto the Lord Lieutenant a more certain and ten rothe 
full account oftheftate of the Kingdom , then they could any ways do at Lord u eut ^ 
the firft breaking out of the Rebellion , and thereby making known the 
very ill condition of their ptefent affairs they moved that the fup[ lies of 
men , irony , Commanders and Arms, mentioned in their former 
Letters , might be with all fpeed fent over unto them, and that his 
Lordship would prefently repair hither in his own perfon to undertake 
the management of the wan About the enth of the Month of Novem - 
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ber , their Lordships received an Anfwer from the Lord Lieutenant to thei r 
former Letters of the 1 5 of October ; whereby he gave them to underftand, 
that he had communicated their Letters to the Lords of his Majefties moft 
Honourable Privy Council, and that by Order from their Lordships, he 
had acquainted both Houfes of Parliament with them ; that he had alfo ferrt 
to his Majefty ft ill continuing at Edenborongb in Scot land , toreprefentthe 
condition of their affairs, and thn he underftood his Majefty had received 
fome advertifements out of the North of Ireland of theprefent Rebellion 
there : His Lordship alfo farther let them know , that his Majefty had re¬ 
ferred the whole bufinefs of Ireland to the Parliament of England , that 
they had undertaken the charge and management of the war, that they 
had declared they should be fpeqdily and vigoroufly aftifted and had de- 
iigned for their prefent fuppiies the fum of 50000 1. and had taken order 
for making of all further Provifions neceffary for the Service, as may ap¬ 
pear by the Order of Parliament made thereat that time, and tranfmitted 
over by the Lord Lieutenant, together with his faid Letters unto the Lords 
Juftices, by whofe command it was re printed at Dnblm> November 11. 
1 641. as here followeth, being intituled, 


« 
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An Order of the Lords and Commons in this prefent L 
Parliamentin England, concerning Ireland. 


T He Lords and Commons in this prefent ‘Pali ament, be¬ 
ing advertifed of the dangerous Con (piracy and Rebellion 
in Ireland , by the Treacherous and wicked lnfligation of 
Romifh Priefts and Jefuites, for the Bloudy Maffacre andDe- 
flrutlion ofallProt eftants living there , and other his M ajefiies 
Loyal Subjects of English bloudy though ofthe Romish Re-ltgion, 
being ancient Inhabitants within fever al Counties, andParts 
oj that Realm , who have always , in former Rebellions,given 
Teflimony of theirfidelity to this Crown: Andfor the utter de¬ 
priving of his Royal GUI aye sly , and the Crown ofUn gland, 
from the Government of that Kingdom, funderpretence offet- 
tingupthePopilh Religion) Have thereupon taken into their 
ferious Confideration , how thofe mifehievous Attempts might 
be mofl [peedtly , and effectually prevented, wherein the Honour , 
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"v Safety and Intere(1 ofthis Kingdom, are moH nearly and fully 
*"5 concerned Wherefore they do hereby declare, That they do in- 
> E tend to (erve his Majefly with their Lives and Fortunes , for the 
i f u PP re Jf r,1 & °ftl Jts wicked Rebellion , in fuch a way , as shall be 
ia4, thought mofl effectual, by the Wifdom and Authority ofFarlia- 
pr* ment'. and thereupon have Ordered andFrovidedfor aprejent 
idrnp. Supply ofMony, andraifingthe number offix thoufand Foot , 
Wfc andtwo thouf and Horfe, tobefent fiom England, being the 
tyUi full proportion dtfiredby the Lords Justices, and his GMajefties 
tkt Council refident in that Kingdom-, with a Refolution to addfuch 
further Succours, as the neceffity of thofe Affairs shall require. 
bot They have alfo refolved of providing i.ylrms, and HMunit ion > 
myi not onely for thofe Men, but likewifefor his eJMajefiies faithful 
nfmii Sub jells in that Kingdom , with Store of Victuals , and other 
kki Neceffaries, as there shall be occafion , and that thefe F rovifions 
" may more conveniently be tranfported thither, they have ap¬ 
pointed three fever al Forts of this Kingdom, that is to fay , 
— Briftol, Weftchefter, and one other in Cumberland, where^ 
the Magazines , andStore-houfes shall be keptfor the Supply of 
the fever alparts of Ireland. They have likewifeyefolvedto be 
!, humble Mediators to His mofi Excellent Majefty, for the en¬ 
couragement of thofe Engiifli, or Irifli , who shall upon their 
t,own charges,raife any number of Horfe , or Foot, for his Service 
Mi again ft the Rebels, that they shall be honourably rewarded with 
M[ Lands ofInheritance, tn Ireland, according to their CMerit s. 
3 t^Andfor the better inducing the Rebels to repent of their 
Itjtf wicked Attempts, they do hereby commend it to the LordLieu- 
Itlf tenant of Ireland , or in hisabfence to the Lord Deputy > or 
{fail Lords Jufiices there, according to the power of the CommiJJfon 
•fit granted them in that behalf > to beflow his Majefiies gracious 
i turi Far don, to all fuch as within a convenient time , (to be declared 
ngland by the Lord Lieutenant, Lord Deputy, or Lords Jufiices, and 
rnj/t. Council of that Kingdom') shall return to their due obedience; 
ij ilk thegreat eft part whereof, they conceive have beenfi?duc ed upon 
ijgik falfe Grounds, by the cunning andfuhtleprablicesoff ome of the 
HjiW mo fi 
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moji malignant Rebels , Enemies to this State , and to the Re¬ 
formed Religion ■> andlikewife to beftow fuch Rewards, as shall 
bethoughtfit , andpublisht by thefaidLordLieutenant , Lord 
\Deputy , or Lords fuflices and Council , upon all thofe who shall 
arrefl the Re?forts , or bring in the Heads of fuch Tray tors-, as 
shall be pcrfonally named in any Reclamation published by the 
State there . And they do hereby exhort , and require all his Ma¬ 
kefiles loving Subjects, both in t his , and in that Kingdom , to re¬ 
member their duty and confcience to God , and his Religion , and 
the great and eminent danger which will involve this whole 
Kingdom in general , and them/elves in particular , if this abo¬ 
minable T reafon be not timely fuppreffed - y and therefore with all 
readinefs > bounty , andchearfulnefs to confer their i^AJJijlance 
in their Rerforts , or Eflates , to thisfo important andnecefjary a 
Servicefor the common good of all. 


itt 
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Commiflion 
granted to 


About the fame time the Lord Lieutenant finding that he couldnot 
thrEaVof procure fo fpeedy a difpatch of all things necelfary for the fervice of Ire- 
Ormond, to be land, as would enable him prefently to repair thither in his cwn perfon, 
Generai^oV ^de the Earle of Ormond Lieutenant General of the Forces there, and 
the Forces in fent him over a CommilTion for the fame. And thefaid Earl didwith- 
ireUaL f ew y S 3 ft er receive a Letter from his Majefly out of Scotland , 

wherein he was gracioufiy plealed to let him know it was his plcifure to 
confer upon him that charge. There was then likewife brought over 
the fum of .20000 1 . from the Parliament; the Coyn which arrived 
lire was all in Spanish pieces of eight which wentfor4d. ina piece here 
more then in: England , and this eain rhe Parliament was content the Merch¬ 
ants that undertook the tranfportacion should make at that time in regard 
of the charge and venture they undertook to ftand to : It arrived moll 
Commifiions f^lhnably even when all that little mony they had was quite fpent in railing 
jjfoed out for a nd paying the new Companies, and that they were wholly deflitute ofall 
tion upon 12 " mean s to draw in any contributions towards the relieving of their prefent 
oath of the neceflities. 

bam *'and There continued daily to repair unto the City of Dublin, great nnmbers 
the cruelties of poor diftrelfed English f who had been moft barbaroufly ftripped , 
the r °kbed > and defpoiled of all their goods and fubftance , by the Rebels. Now 
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^ that it might appear what theirlolles were, what cruelties were acted, 
H: what murders committed, and \vhc"U’ere the chief a<9:ors in them through-, 
til out the feveral Provinces; The Lords Juftices and Council thought fit to 
ilTue out a Commiflion under the Great Seal, directed to certain of the 
Clergy to take upon oath the feveral Examinations of all fuch perfons, that 
having fuffered by this prefent Rebellion would think fit to repair unto 
them, as will appear by the Commiflion itlelf, a Copy whereof I have 
thought fit toinlert, 

C Harles by the grace of God King of England, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith,&c, To our well-be- 
lovedHency Jones Dean <?/Kilmore, Roger Puttock, Wil¬ 
liam Huthock , Randal Adams , John Sterne , William 
Aldrich, Henry Brereton, and John Watfons Clerks , Gree¬ 
ting -, Where as divers wicked and di(loyalpeople, have lately ri- 
fen in Arms in feveralparts of this Kingdom, and have robbed 
and(foiled many of our good Subjects, British and Froteflauts, 
who have been feparated from their [everal habitations , ana 
fcattered in moft lamentable manner $ And for as much as it is 
needful to take due Examination concerning thefame Know ye 
that we repofing (fecial trujl and confidence in your care,diligen¬ 
ce , andprovident circumffecUon,have nominated and appointed 
you to be our CommiJJioners, and do hereby give unto you or any 
two or more of you, fullpower and authority, from time to time 
to call before you, and examine upon Oath on the holy Evan- 
gelifts (which hereby we authorize you or any t wo or more of you 
to admimfter') as well all fuch perfons as have been rob bed and 
de(foiled, as atl the witneffes that can give teflimony therein, 
what robberies and fpoiles have been committed on them fince 
then, of October laft, or shall hereafter be committed on them, 
or any of them, what the particulars were or are, whereof they 
were or shall hefb robbed or (polled, to what value, by whom, 
what their names are, or where they no w or lafi dwelt that conc- 
mittedthofe robberies, on what day or night the faidrobberies 
or fpoiles committed, or to be committed, were done-, what 
Tr alter oks or difloyal words, fpeeches, or actions were then or 
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at any other time uttered or committed by thofe robbers or any of 
them , and how often, and another circumflances concerning 
the [aid particulars and every of them: And you our Jaid Com 
miffioners are to reduce to writing allthe Examinations which 
you or any two or more of you shall take as of orefaid ; and the 
fame to return to our Juflices and Council of tins our Realm of 
Ireland, under the hands andfeals of any two or more of yon as 
afore faid. fVitnefs our right trufly and welbelovedCounfeHours 
Sir William Parfons Knight and Baronet , and Sir John Bor- 
lac e Knight, our ffufices ofour faid Realm of Ireland: Du¬ 
blin 2 3. t/December in thefevent eenth year of our Raign. 


Carleton, 


The Com miffioners above nominated, did very ferioufly addrefs them- 
felves to this work, employing their pains therein with great diligence 
and faithfulnefs; and have fo well performed the charge impofed upon 
Them as that by fevera! Examinations, many principal Gentlemen of good 
eltates were dilcovered to be the chief Aclors in the depredations of the 
British , and to have committed many moft horrid murders and other 
notorious cruelties, which through tneir induftry will now remain upon 
Record, but had otherways been concealed from Pofterity , and wrapt 
up in oblivion. The like Commiffions v/ere in a short time after lent 
into fJfyCsinster'and 'Ulster : In the Province of A^dunfler , the Com¬ 
miffioners took great care in the Execution of it, many Examinations of 
high concernment were taken by vertue thereof, though they remain as 
yet concealed and not returned up according as is required by the faid 
Commiffions. 

A wktyFaft Towards the latter end of November , fhe Lords Juflices and Coun- 

theLordfr^ confidering the miferable defoliations brought upon the whole King- 
ftices and dom , and the further calamities threatned by War and Famine , did 
Council. by a Proclamation fet forth in print, give (hict charge and command. 
That upon every friday a publick and religious faft should be devout¬ 
ly and pioufly obferved, inandthorow the whole City and Suburbs of 
Dublin, by all his Majefties people therein, and that Divine Service and 
Sermons be celebrated and heard upon the faid day weekly, in every Ca¬ 
thedral , and other Church and Chappel in the faid City and Suburbs 
thereof: And thisto be prrformedas isexpreffied in the faid Proclama¬ 
tion, to the end that t he fevere wrath and indignation of Almighty God, 
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may be averted from this Kingdom , his divine aid and affiftance im¬ 
plored, and that fome relief in thefe calamitous times, may the better be 
afforded to fuch miferable perfons as thefe Tray tors, by their rapine and 
cruelty, have deprived of their fortunes, andfent naked and almoft fa¬ 
mished up to this City. 

The Lords Juftices and Council being advertifed of the near ap-The approach 
proach of the Rebels to Tredagh , prepared to fend down fupplies both f 0 ^ ed ^ s 
of men and munition, for the re-inforcement of that Garrifon: There 
were already defignedtfoo. Foot and a Troop ofhorfe for that fervice, and 
they were almoft inareadinefs to March when anexprefs from Sir Hen - 
rjTichbourn came up to the Earle of Ormond , to let him know the Re¬ 
bels had that day, being the 21. of November , appeared within fight of 
the Town. He conceived they would prefently have fet down before 
it, but they advanced no further that day, only while their Forces made 
aftand there, they fent down a Party of 1300. Foot to Milhfond, the Lord 
Afoores houfe, which their defign was fuddenly to furprrfe ; but contrary 
to their expedition, they found there 24. Musketiersand 1 5. horfemen, 
who very ftoutly defended the houfe as long as their powder lafted : The 
horfemen when they faw themfelvesbefetfoas they could be no further 
ferviceable to the place , opened the gate , iffued out and made their 
paflage thorow the midft of the Rebels , and fo, notwithftanding the 
oppofition they made, efcaped fafe to Tredagh : The foot having re¬ 
filled to accept of the quarter at the firft offered , refolved to make good 
the place to the laft man ; they endured feveral aflaults, flew 140. of the 
Rebels , before their powder failed them : and at laft they gave up the 
place upon promife of quarter, which was not kept, for fome of them 
were killed in cold blood , all were ltripped , and two old dccrepite men 
fiain , the houfe ranfacked , and all the goods carried away. 

Upon the receit ofSir Henry Ttchbotirn’sLeurr the Lords prefently supplies both 
took order for the marching away of the fix hundred men, together with of horfe and 
a Troop of Horfe towards Tredagh : They left not the Town till the 2.7. 
of November , and fuch was the negligence of the Captains anddiforders tredagh. 
of the Souldiers, as notwithftanding they had been three days in readinefs 
to march, they went no further that night than Swoords a Village fix miles 
diftant from Dublin : The command of the foot was committed to Ser¬ 
jeant Major Roper , and of the horfe to Sir PatrickJVeames, who was ap¬ 
pointed with 50. of the Earle of Ormmds Troop to march with thofe fix 
Companies to Tredagh. The very day of their departure from Dublin , there 
was an advertizement brought unto the Lords , that fome Forces of the 
Rebels were drawn on this fide the River of the Boine, and attended with 
defign to intercept their paflage: Whereupon the Earle of Ormond by di- 
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redtion from the Lords difpatched an exprefs to give them now upon their 
March notice thereof > and after to pals on to Sir Henry Ttchbourn to let him 
know as much; and that the Recruits defigned for the re-inforcement of 
his Garrifon being now upon their rtfarch, it highly imported him to take r 
fpecial care for the fecuring of their paffage. And next day his Lordship 
received an Anfwer from him of that Letter , with affurance that he 
would hot fail to march out with competent Forces to meet them 
upon the way, which he did that very day accordingly perform but they 
marching no further than Balrudry, andfo lying that night eight miles 
short oETredagh , he miffed of them , andfo went not out ('by what ac¬ 
cident or upon what rcafon I know not) the day following till the news 
of the defeat met him at the very gate of the Town where he flood with 
his men in a readinels to march towards them : The men being altoge¬ 
ther untrained and unaccuftomed to travel, and failing ofprovifion by 
the way , which for their money they could not by any means procure 
from the Country people as they marched along, were very much difl 
contented , and being fomewhat tired with their journey went on next ! 
day 5 but in much diforder, focarelefs, and fo little apprehensive of any 
danger, as fomc had arms, but no munition about them; others for their 
own eafe committed the carriage of both to the Carts. As they palled 
through Garmanfton , the Major wentin togivea vilit to the Lord of 
GarmanFton . who told him that there were fomc Numbers of men lay J 
in the way with an intent to interrupt their Paffage. And this his Lordship 
knew very well, for the very night before (as Mr. Creighton affirms in his 
examination) one ofhis grooms went to Slaine where the Rebels were then 1 


lodged, and called them out of their Beds to be in a readinefs to come and 


lor 


incounter the English Forces now upon their march. The Major had like- 
wife other advertifements to the fame purpofe, which he negleifled, net 
fo much as acquainting his Captains therewith, as fomc of them afterwards 
affirmed; Fie only caufed three Scouts outofthe Troop to be lent abroad 
to make difeovery whether the paffage were clear; two of them returned 
back a little before he,;came[ to the bridge o fjtilians Town , alluring him ' 
all was clear; the other went on to a houfe within one quarter of a mile of 
the place where the Rebels lay, and while he attended there for his break- 
faft, a boy belonging to the houfe, took his Horfe, and riding to the Re* 
bels gave them notice of the near approach of our Forces: The Horfe 
paffed the Bridge, and the Foot following turned up into a field on the 
riv defeat of'^ an( ^ of the Lane, where by reafon of a great mift that fuddenly fell, 
the forces *thcy difeovered not the Rebels, till they were almoft within Musketshot 
fent for the c f them. The Major drew his men prefcntly into Battalia , but the Horfe 
(as fome of the footthatefcaged affirm) wheeled about without charging 
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any part of the Rebels Forces, who now furioufly approached with a 
great shout; and a Lieutenant giving out the unhappy word of Counte- 
march, all the men poflefled as it were with a Pannick fear, began fbme- 
what confufedly to march back, but were fo much amazed with a fecond 
shout given by the Rebels (who feeing them in diforder followed clofe 
on) as'notwithftandrng they had gotten into a ground of great advantage, 
they could not be perfwaded to (land a charge, but betook thcmfelves to 
their* heels, and fo the Rebels fell sharply on, as their manner is upon the 
execution. 

Sir Patrick^Weames without the Iofs of one Horfe palled on fafely 
unto 7 redagh : The Major with two/of the Captains more, and about 
100. of their men made an eieape thither likew’ife : The other three 
Captains with all the reft of the Soukliers that were English were there 
cutoff, they fpared very few' or none that fell into their hands, but fuch 
as were Irish , whofe lives they preferved : The Armes of the whole 
fix hundred they poffcfTed themfelves of, as likewife of all their Muni¬ 
tion and Carriages : and fo highly were the Rebels encouraged with 
this defeat given to his Majefties Forces, as the whole Pale began pre- 
fentlv to waver , they thought the Kingdom their own, and that the 
Efidub would in all parts fall’before them, as thofe poor ill conducted 
sheep had unhappily done. And this is a true Relation (as near as I 
could collect it from the mouths of thofe that were prefent ) of that 
famous victory fo much boafted of by the Irish, whereunto the inex¬ 
perience of the English Commanders, and the diforders of the com¬ 
mon fouldiers, who were then but newly taken up and had never feen 
any fervice , contributed far more than any skill or courage shewed 
by the Rebels, which they had only opportunity at that time to exprefs 
by a loud shout. Eefides, they were treble their number, and had for their 
leaders Roger JMoore, Hugh Btrne, and Philip 0 Rely, thetwolaft per- 
fbns who had been trained in the Wars abroad under the Spanish Difcipline, 
and were ofgreateft experience among them: they brought down a great 
part of thofe Forces out of the Counties of Cavan and JMonaghan , and as 
foon as they came within the River of Boyne , great numbers of the ordinary 
churlesof the Pals adjoynccj themfelves unto their men, and fo made up a 
body fufficient to perform *hat fervice. 

The news of this unhappy defeat was brought the very fame day 
being munday the 19 ol November at evening, to the Lords Juftices as 
they fate in Couucil : It troubled them very much , and as it was a 
matter of great rejoycing among the Popish Inhabitants of the City, fo 
it bred a general forrow and con (Vernation among the English and 
Proteftants : It hapned in a very ill feafoff , the late made Colonels 
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were but then in railing of their men : And fuch Companies as were 
. compleated , were by the Lords the fame day of the marching of the 
sit chirk, 600 men to Tredagh , commanded out under Sir Charles Coot into the 
c»»f/Expedi- County of Widow, for the repreffiing the inlblencies of the Birues and the 
County°of hc Tooles towards the poor English , whom they began to fall upon mod 
furioufly, ft ripping, murdering, and driving them all out of that Terri¬ 
tory as foon as they had taken in the Kings Fort, in that County cal¬ 
led Carews Fort, and polfelTed themfelves of the chief places of ftfength 
belonging to the English Gentlemen there: He matched to the Town 
of Widow , where he caufedfome few men and one woman to be executed, 
they being found upon Examination guilty of the late fpoilcs committed 
mod barbaroufly upon the English there, and the very doaths of an En¬ 
glish woman that wasftripped, being found upon the^back of that Irish 
woman that was there hanged. In his return LukeToole with near a 1 coo 
Irish under his command encountred him , but he quickly made them 
flie and take to the next Bogge with the lofsoffome few of their men: And 
fo he returned with all poflible fpeed to Dublin , the Lords having fent him 
noti ce of the late defeat gi ven to the Forces fen t to Tredagh : A s loon as he 
arrived , he applyed himfelf very carefully to the fecuring of the Town, 
which now began to be more defperately threatned then ever , by the near 
approaches of the Rebels: And fo great were the dilorders then in the City, 
fo inconfiderable the Forces raifed , the English Inhabitants fo ftran°ely 
difmayed , the Papifts fo highly raifed in lpirit and courage, as had & th’e 
Commanders of the Rebels drawn thofe forces together as they had in rea- 
dinefs on bothfides the River of Bojne for the liege of Tredagh , and fo 
marching up to Dublin had taken the advantage ofthe prelent diftradi- 
ons, and forward affections which they would have undoubted!)' found 
there to affift them; They had in all humane probability made themfelves 
Mailers of the City, and might fo llraitly have begirt the Cable, as would 
within a very short time have endangered the furrender of it; But i t pleafed 
God to infatuate their Counlels: The llrong opinion they had that they 
should presently carry Tredagh , and fo polfefs themfel ves of all the A rmes 
and Munition they had in that Town, cauled them to fix their refolutions 
there, and to fet up their reft upon the obtaining that place. In this as in 
many other wonderful ads of divine providence which I then obferved 
with great admiration, it pleafed God to appear even mi raculoufly in the 
prefervation of the City and Caftle of Dublin with the poor remainders of 
English and Proteftants, who had there taken fanduary. 

And now the Lords and Gentlemen of the Pale , thought it high 
time to difeover themfelves and their affedions to the caufe: They cer¬ 
tainly had not only long entertained a defedion in their thoughts,but were 
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as the fcveral forementioned Examinations teftifie, the firft contrivers and ^ he dcfcai- 
b ringers in of the Northern Rebels into this execrable Plot; they had now Lords and 
lilbewife drawn them into the Pale, and therefore they could not hope chiefGentie- 
now much longer to walk under a mask, and entertain the date with fur- 
fher profeffions of their loya! ty; They had gotten a competent proportion p«i t. 
of Armes and Munition out of hisMajefties done inro their own poffeffion: 

They law now the Northern Rebels advanced within the River of Boyne, 
with very conliderable Forces to drenghthen their Party, and by the late 
encounter and fuccefsful vi&ory they had therein , theypleafed their fan¬ 
cies with confident conceits of certain prevailing, if they would now de¬ 
clare themfelves by apublickconjun&ion in the common caufe, and rai¬ 
ling fuch numbers of men and quantities of provifion , as the plentiful cir¬ 
cuit of the Pale did afford, would profecute the war fo happily begun and fo 
fuccefsfully managed hitherto. 

Thefeandfeveral other confederations working very powerfully among The mannci 

the Lords and chief Gentlemen of the Pale . they did within very few 

dayes after the late defeat folemnly proceed on to the a&ual confummation [heLordsaid 

of their long meditated revolt ; For the manner, place, time, and all chief Gentle- 

other circumftances , I shall refer the Reader to this enfuing Relation 

given in upon Oath, March 1641. before Sir Robert Meredith Knight, withth.Nor- 

Chancellour of the Exchequer, in the Examination of Edward Dewdall 

Efquire a Gentleman of the Pale , one very well efteemed among them, 'heExami- 

one that was prefent at all their meetings, and deeply engaged in all their nation of 
ri . r n- Ed-ivardDrt?- 

counlels and actions. ^ daiEfy 

He depofeth that fome four or five dayes after the defeat of the £»- 
glish fouldiers at the Bridge of Gelltanflown , there ifTued a Warrant 
from the Lord of Gormanjlon to the Sheriff of the County for a gene¬ 
ral meeting of all the County at D/tlick. : But the place of meeting 
was afterwards changed to the Hill of Crafty , where all the Lords and 
Gentry of the Country met, viz,. Tne Earl of Ft wale , the Lord 
Vifcount Gormanjlon, the Lord of Slatne , the Lord of Luwth, the Lord 
of Dttnfanj, the Lord of Trtmble ft one , the Lord Nettervile •. And of the 
Gentry Sir Patrick. Barnwall Sir Chrijlopher Bellow , Patrick^Barmvall 
of Kilbretv , Nicholas Darcy of Plattin , James Bath of e Acharn , Garret 
Atlmer the Lawyer, Cufake of Gormanjlon , iVilliam 'JMalone of Lefmul- 
lin , Sed.grave of Kileglan , Linch of the Kuos, Lynam of Adamjlown, 

Laurence Dottdal of uNthlttmney , Nicholas Doudall of Brownjlown this 
Examinates brother , and him this Exanimate with a multitude of 
otherr, to the number of a 1000 perfons at the lead:, whole names he 
this Examinate cannot for the prefent call to mind. And after about 
two or three hours Ipent upon the laid Hill of Crafty by the Lords and 
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Gentry aforefaid : There came towards them , Colonel Mahowne % 
fomc C ofthc Philip O-Rely , Ilugh Boy Rely , Roger zJtyCoore , Hugh Birne , and Cap- 
chiefLeaders tain/<?.*:, attended on with a guard of Musketiers: And this Examinate 
Northern 6 5 ^at as f° on as ^ ie P art ies drew near unto the faid Hill , the 

jJk//. Cm Lords and Gentry of the Pale rode towards them , and the Lord of 
Gcrmanjlone , being one of the firft, fpake unto them, and demanded of 
them, Why, and for what reafon, they came Armed into the Pale; Unto 
which Roger *JMoore made prefent Aufwer, That the ground of their com¬ 
ing thither, and taking up Armes, was for the freedom and liberty of 
their confciences, the maintenance of his Majefties Prerogative , in which 
they underftood he was abridged, and the making the lubjeCts in this 
Kingdom as free as thofe in England were whereupon the faid. Lord of 
Gormanjion defired to underftand from them truly and faithfully, whe¬ 
ther thofe were not pretences, and not the true gounds indeed of their 
fo doing, and likewifej whether they had not fome other private ends of 
theirown; which being by all denyed, upon profeffion of their finceritv, 
his Lordship the Lord of Gormanjion then- told them: Seeing thefe he 
your true ends, we willlikewifejoyn with you therein : unto which courle 
all agreed. And thereupon it was publickly-and generally declared , that 
whofoever should deny to joyn with them , or rel'ufe to affift them 
therein, they would account him as an Enemy, and to the utmoft of 
their power labour his deftruCtion. And this Examinate faith, That af¬ 
ter the agreement fo made as aforefaid, There iflued an other Warrant 
to the Sheriff of the County of tJfyCeath , to fummon all the Lords and 
.Gentry of the County of jMeatJo, to be at the Hill of Turagh about a 
week after ; and accordingly there met at the fame place the Earl of 
Fmgale , the Lord of Gormanjion , and the reft of the Lords and Gentle¬ 
men aforenamed , together with Sir Thomas Nugent , and Nicholas 
Plunkgt the Lawyer, Btrford the Lawyer, and a multitude of others, and 
the work of that day was firft to make Anfwerto a Summons made by the 
State for the calling of the Lords unto Dublin y which Anlwer was brought 
ready drawn by the Lord of Gormanjion , and prefen ted by his Lordship, 
and being perufed by the laid Council at Law was figned by the Lords. 

In this manner was this great tranfaftion moft folemnly confummated 
betwixt Lemjier and Vljier } Valence and Brabant , as Sir Phelem 
0 -Neale ftiles them in his CharaElereJiical Letter before mentioned, font 
to Owen Roe O-Neale in Flanders , were now publickly united together 
in that great Aflembly. The Lord Vifcount Gormanjion on the one lide, 
and Roger Moor eon the other, had both been long tampering about the 
drawing ofthis moft important work to the form it now received, they 
had at length brought it unto perfection, they two had the glory of it, 
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and appeared the great publick inftrumentsof this powerful union. 

The Lords and chief Gentlemen of the Pale , having thus far de- „ ou ' r softhof« 
clared themfelves became fo high and prefuming , as they litrle valued of the f.«> 
what was done or commanded by the State at Dublin : they now whol- 
ly applyed their endeavours to make fuch preparatives towards the war, againft the 
as might ftrengthen their party , which as is now flood in conj unfture P°*' r otthc 
with the Northern Rebels they beheld as invincible, and their power not 
to be refilled by the inconfiderable Forces drawn together by the Lords 
Juftices and Council at Dublin : Several Gentlemen who in the feveral 
Counties of the Pale were made Captains , and had received Arms 
from the State for their Companies, departed from their obedience, and 
addreffed themfelves and their Companies wholly to the fervice of the 
Rebels. Nicholas White Efquire Son and Heir to Sir Nicholas While of 
Lipp , was the firft that gave the example about the fecond of Decem¬ 
ber : but he carried the matter fo handfomely , as his Company ran 
away to the Rebels , as he pretended , without his confent or even his 
knowledge any longer time before their departure, than to give him op¬ 
portunity to come and acquaint the State therewith, and his own difabili ty T ] 1C Rca f ons 
to hinder the fame: But before it was poflible to ufe any means of pre- why the state 
vention , the men were all gone with their Arms and Munition to the 
Rebels: Many of the other Captains dcfirednofuch fine cover for their council of 
intentions, but delivered themfelves and their Arms up to be difpofed as 
they should direct without any further fcruple or complement to the an d others 
State ; Whereupon the Lords finding how notorioufly they were abufed *■>« 
by the very great confidence repoled in fuch Gentlemen ol the Pale , as be- 
ing made Captains, had received Arms from them, and perceiving what 
courfe they began now to ftear, and how they were refolved to imploy 
their own Arms againft them, they took fuch order, and with fuch cele¬ 
rity and diligence made flay of feveral of thole Arms, which were deli¬ 
vered out for the ule of the Pale , as of the 1700. Arms diftributed among 
thefeveral Counties thereof they recovered again into their hands 9 50. 

And now by reafon the Northern Rebels had fettled their Camp within 
the River of Boyne , and fo lay betwixt Tredagh and the City of Dublin , 
all entercourle in the Pale was interrupted, the paffages ftopt up, and the 
Lords Juftices and Council underftood very little or nothing of any pro¬ 
ceedings held there. They therefore finding their dangers daily to encreale 
through the near approach of the Rebels unto the City of Dublin , the 
continual affronts, and new fcorns the State dayly received from them , 
their own want offtrength to reprefs their bold attemps, or to preferve 
the poor English round about them out of their bloody hands, reiolved 
now in thefe their high extremities, to try the effedsof thofe large prote- 
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ftations and great profeflions of loyalty the Lords of the Pale had lately 
made unto them > and to give them a fair opportunity of rendringa moil 
acceptable fervice to his Majefty and the (late here. For this end therefore 
they determined to call a grand Council of all the Lords which refided 
within any convenient diftance of the City of Dublin: clearly and freely 
to reprefent unto them the ill condition of their affairs, and how highly it 
imported them in refpect of their own particular fafety, as well as for the 
prefervation of the whole Kingdom, not only to contribute their bell ad¬ 
vice and counlel, but euen all the Forces they could any ways raife to¬ 
wards the beating of the Northern Rebels out of the Pale. Several Letters of 
Summons were accordingly writ and fent away to the Earle of Ftngaie , 
the Lord Vifcount Garmanflon, and the reft of the Lords of the Pale; the 
tenour of them here enfueth. 

A Fter our very hearty commendations to your Lordship , for 
as much as we haveprejent occafion to confer with you, 
concerning the prejent ejlate of [the Kingdom, and the fafety 
thereof in thefe times of danger : Wepray and re quire your Lord- 
ship to be with us here on the eight day of this Month , at which 
time others of the Veers are alfo to be here : And this being to no 
other end\ we bid your Lordship very heartilyfarewel. From his 
Majeflies Caflle of Dublin the third ^/'December, 1641. 

Your very loving friends 


To our very good Lord 

George Earle of 
Kildare. 


Wiliam Varfon. Johu Bor lacy. 
Ormondojfory. Ant Medenfls. 
R. Dillon. Ad. Loft us , 
Ge. Shirley. J. Temple . 

Rob. Meredith. 


The like Letters eodem die , to thefe fcveral 
Perfons following: 

Earle of Ormond . Vif. Gormanfton . Lord Dun/any. 

Vif. Net er vile. 

Vif. Fitzjwilliam . 

Lo. Trimble ft on. 


Earle of Antrim . 


Earle of Ftngaie • 


Lord Slaine . 
Lord of Hoath. 
Lord Lowth. 
Lord Lambert . 


Thefe 
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Thefe Letters were prefently Tent away: But the Lords of the Pale 
being otherways engaged, and having before or much about the time 
they came unto their hands ( though the Lords knew very little, and 
pi that very uncertainly of it) made that publick combination with the 
•Mr Vljler Rebels before mentioned, durft no more adventure their perfons 
ln( jk within the City o( Dublin : But after their meeting at the Hill of Crcfiy , 

'H': appointed an other meeting at the HillofT^r^/?, and from thence they 
35 for fent an Anfwer unto the Lords,which as Mr. Drowdall teftifies, was brought 
r Wti thither by the Lord of Gormanfton ready drawn up, and there only figned 
and fo fcnt away. The Copy of the Letter here folio weth .• 

May it pleafe your Lordships, 

W E have received your Letters of the third of this in ft ant, The ^ Hfver 
intimating that you hadprefent occafions to confer wit h 
us, concerning the prefent State of the Kingdom, and the fafety the Lords Ju- 
thereof in thefe times of danger , and requiring us tobe with you f:ices- 
there on the eighth day of this infant , we give your Lor dships t o 
underfland, that we have heretoforeprefented ourfeIves before 
your Lordships , and freely offered our advice and furt herance to¬ 
wards theparticularsaforefaid, which was by you neglected, 
which gave us caufe to conceive that our Loyalty was(ufecled 
U[ by you. We give your Lordships further to underfand, that we 
have received certain advert ijement, that Sir Charles Coot 
4 , Knight,at theCouncilBoardfath utteredfomefeechestending 
to apurpofe and refolutiou, to execute upon thojeof our Religion 
,jg\ a general Maffacre, by which we are all deterred t o wait on your 
m|s, Lordships, not having any fecurity for our fafety from thefe 
Jjj threatned evils,or the fafety ofour lives fut do rather think it fit 
« tofland upon our b eftguard until we hear from your Lordships 
... how we shall befecur edfrom t hefeperils. Never t he lef.s, we all 
protefl that we are and will continue bot hfait hful advifters $ and 
refolutefurther ers of his Majefies fervice concerning the prefent 
State of the Kingdom , andthefafety thereofto our befl abilities , 
andfo with thefaid tender of our humble fervice we remain. 

To the Right Honourable out very Your Lordships humble Servants, 

t , eood Lords the Lords Juftices Fingal, Gormanfton, Slane, 

and Council of Ireland. Dttnfany , Nettervill, Oliver 

Dublin, Decemb. 7. Received 1 x. 1641. Lowth , Trimbleftown. 
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A proclama¬ 
tion iffued 
out by the 
Lords JulLi- 
Ces and 
Co :nc 1 for 
the fatisfa- 
&ion of the 
Lords of the 
P*le.. 


Several pre¬ 
tences of the 
Lords of the 
Pxle to colour 
their rcfufal 
to repair to 
the Lords 
juft ices and 
Council. 


In Anfwer to this Letter, the Lords Juftices and Council, out of 
their unfeigned defires to give unto thofe Lords all due fatisfa&ion , and 
to remove thofe jealoufies and great mifunderftanding now grown up 
between them, thought fit by way of Proclamation to publish and de¬ 
clare to them and all others of His Majefties good Subjeds of the Ro¬ 
mish Religion , That they never heard Sir Charles Coot , or any other ut¬ 
ter at the Board or elfcwhere , any fuch fpeeches tending to a purpofc 
or refolution to execute upon thofe of their profeflion , or upon any 
other a general Malfacre or any Maflacre at all , and that they never in¬ 
tended fo to dishonour his Majefty and this State , or wound their own 
confidences as to entertain the leaft thought of ading (o odious , impi¬ 
ous,. and deteftablc a thing upon any perfons whatfoever; andthatifany 
proof can be made of any fuch words fpoken by any perfbn whatfoever, 
that he shall be feverely punished. And therefore that they did pray and 
require the faid Noblemen to attend them at the Board, on the 17. day 
o f December, that they might confer with them: And for the.fecurity 
of their repair unto them, they did thereby give to all and every of thofe 
Noblemen, the word and affurance of the State, that they might then 
fecurely and fafely come unto them without danger of any trouble or (lay 
whatfoever, from them who neither had nor have any intention to wrong 
or hurtthem. 

But now it began to appear unto the Lords Juftices and Council, 
how far they were engaged with the Northern Rebels. By the Exa¬ 
minations taken of fome English , who made their efcape our of thofe 
parts , the news* of their folemn contrad and Affociation before men¬ 
tioned was brought up to Dublin : And they then well enough difeerned 
the main obftrudion in their coming, the caufe of their tergiverfati- 
ons, and what good reafon they had to find out excufes to palliate their 
dijloyalty . They then expeded no other fruits of their Proclamation 
than what it produced : Neither indeed had it any other effed and ope¬ 
ration among them , than that they did with great boldnefs and confix 
dence by way of Anfwer thereunto , write back a Letter to the Lords 
Juftices wherein they pretend themfelves fo juftly affrighted with 
Sir Charles Coots feverity and deportment , as that they dare not ad¬ 
venture themfelves within the confines of his Government : They 
heavily impofe upon him the inhumane ads perpetrated as they term 
them in the County of Widow , the Maffacre of Santry and the burning 
of Mr. Kingshowk and his whole fubftancc at Clantarfe , and with a little 
kind of cunning, they feem to pretend a breach of the publick faith, but 
would transfer the blame from the Lords Juftices to Sir Charles Coot , 
and thereupon defire no ftnifterconftrudionmay be made of their flay, 
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and than: they may have fome Commiffioners appointed to confer with 
them, and lo conclude with fome profeffions of their Loyalty and readi- 
nefs to give their advices for the advancement of his Majefties fervi^c, and 
the common peace of the Kingdom. 

This was an Anfwer, fuch as might juftly be expe&ed to come from per- The great m- 
fons fo deeply now involved in the guilt of fo high a Rebellion. It is no won- b Ul8 th" C Lords 
der that they were thus put to their shifts, and enforced to take up fuch fond juftices °and 
excufes, and imaginary pretences for their difioyalty : For they could not in council to- 
their own confidences, but be mod fenfible of the very great indulgence ufed Lords o/tha 
by the Lords towards them : They had not failed in feveral particulars to 
manifeft the great confidence they had in their good affections: They had 
refrained from giving them any manner of pro vocation or jealoufie. They 
had forborn the doing fome ads ofhoftilityfora time upon fome Rebels 
among them, becaufe they would not give them any the lead: caufe of com¬ 
plaint. And however, it appeared by the Examination of Mac Mahone and 
leveral others, that they were privy to the firft plot, yet the Lords proceeded 
with fo much caution and tendernefs towards them, hoping that now the 
Confpirators had failed in the main part of their defign which was the fur- 
prifal of the Caftle of Dublin ,^that they might yet reclaim them thereby, & 
draw them into a juft concurrence withihem , for theprelervationof the 
Kingdom out ofthe hands of thole bloody Northern Rebels , who in the be¬ 
ginning were the only appearers in the caule: But all was to no purpofe, they 
were too deeply engaged to recede • therefore they ran now violently onjand 
drew along all the chief Gentlemen likewife of the Pale with them. 

And now it shall be declared, how the chief Gentlemen of the Pale began Lu^Ktun- 
and proceeded on to ad their parts: About the beginning of Decern ber y prt^ and o- 

fently after the late defeat given to the English fouldiers in their march to ch^f cemTs- 
TredaghyLuke Nettervile fecond Son to the Lord Vifcount Nettervile,czukd men of the 
a Proclamation to be made in the Market place of Lusk, requiring all the chief 
Gentlemen and other Inhabitants thereabouts, not to fail upon pain of death, quarter them 
prefently to repair unto Swoords , a Town within fix miles of the City of W1 ’ th,n ^ 
Dublin. And within few days after, did meet there the faid Luke Nettervile> city^f * C 
George Blacknej Efq; George King , Job. Talbot , Rich . Goldings 7 ho. Ruffel , Dublin. 
ChriftopherRuffel , PatrickCaddel, Will.Travers , Rich. Barnwell , Laurence 
Bealtng , Holywood of Artainc, and feveral other Gentlemen who began to 
gather great numbers of men about them, 5 c putting fuch Arms into their The Ge J 
hands as they hadinreadinefs, at theprefent made their provifions to enter- men of the 
tain a fettled Camp within that place. The Lords underftanding of this^ /f> requ5rcl 
unlawful tumultuous Affembly, and deeply apprehending the mifehievous juftices and* 
confequences that might enfue thereupon , lent this Warrant following in a Council to 
fair requiring thereby their prefent repair unto them. 
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The Irish Rebellion. 


By the Lords Juftices and Council. 


William Parfons. Jo. Buflace. 




W Here as we have received information , that Luke Net- 
tervile Efquire , Blackney of Rickenhore Efquire , and 
George King <?/Clontarfe Gentleman ; and other Gentlemen of 
t he County ofD ublin, with great numbers ofmen are ajfembled 
together in a body at Swoords audthere about s^withmfix miles 
of this City,for what intent we know not , but apparently to the 
t err our of his Maje(liesgood Subjells, and ait hough, considering 
the unfeafonablenes of this time chofen for juch an act without 
our privity (whatfoever their pretence is} a conjiruchon might 
be made thereof to their difadvantage } yet we being willing to 
make an indulgent interpretation of their actions in regard of 
t he good opinion we have of the Loyalt y ofthofe Gentlemen who 
(itfeems) are principals amongfl them in that Affembly , and 
conceiving there may be fome mijlaking in that enterprife , we 
have chofen the rather hereby to charge the faid Luke Netter- 
vile, Blackney, King, and alltheperfonsihere Ajfembled with 
them , upon their duties of Allegiance to his Majefly , immedi¬ 
ately upon fight hereof to feparate , and not to unite any more in 
that manner without direction from us: and that the faid 
Nettervil, Blakney, King, andfix others of the principal per - 
fins of thofi who are fi affembled at Swoords or thereabouts as 
of or efaid , do appear before us to morrow morning at ten of the 
Clock, to shew the caufi of their ajfembling in that manner, 
whereof t hey may not fail at their extreamperils. Given at his 
CWajefhes Caflle (j/’Dublin c> December 1641. 
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Ormond Oflory, Rob. Dillon, 
Cha. Lambart, Jo. Temple, 
Charles Coot. 
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But they were fo far from rcndring obedience to the commands they 
received from the Board, as they kept the Meffenger in reflraint a day and 
a night, threatning to hang him, and after returned a fcornful peremptory 
Anfwer, fignifying unto their Lordships, That they were contained to 
met there together , for the fafety of their lives , that the) were put in fo great 
aterrotsr b) the rtfng out ofjome horfe Troops and foot Companies ^Dublin, 
Lille! .who killed fur Catholicksfor no other reafon , than that they bore the name 
pfo of that Religion , as they durfl not , as they pretended , flay in their houfes , and 
therefore refoived to continue together , till they were affured by their Lordships 
of the fafety of their lives before they run the hajard thereof , by m amfeft inu 
; their obedience due unto their Lordships. Thefe were the very words an 
• :a expreflions ufed by thofe Gentlemen in their Anfwer: And accordingly 
Wffc they ftill continued together, encreafing their number of men and threat- 
yjiitti fling to come down and encamp themfelves at Clantarfe , a little Village 
;g|jw (landing upon the very Harbour of Dublin ; where fome of their fol- 
,, r lowers had already at a low water feifed upon a Bark lying there, and 
V a ^carried away all the Commodities they found in her ; a great part 
f whereof they had put into the then dwelling houfe of the laid King, 
W[ to whom that Village did belong. This was an a< 5 t of fo high a drain, 
Ml and fo eminently tending to the prefent ruine of the City, as it required a 
l/fia hidden remedy; Delaycs were dangerous in a matter of fuch perilous con- 
.jU fequence; and the Lords Juftices and Council, plainly perceived that if 
i^, the Rebels were buffered to come down and lodge there , that they might 
j U without much difficulty make themfelves mailers of thofe few Barks then 
’ in the Harbour (the State having at that time no Ships of force to guard 
them) and fo put themfelves in a fair way if they could bring the Wex- 
Wti ford Ships about to joyn with them to block up the Harbour, and flop the 
tfl(. coming in to their relief all fuch fuccours as should bedeligned in England 
flL,, to Land at that Port. Whereupon the Lords finding that the faid rKing 
r j continued flill with Luke Nettervile and thofe other Gentlemen at 
Swoords, that they carried themfelves with fuch high contumacy , as that 
T /;! difdaining to render any obedience to their Warrant, they neither made 
Wh their departure from that place, disbanded their men, nor fo much as pre- 
dtk tended to repair to them according to their commands at the time prefixed 
therein : It was thought high time to take fome other courfe with them ; 
And therefore about four days after, the day firfl fet down by the Lords 
Mile: for their appearing before them, and the very next day after, another Pro- 
jjupjj damation published for their immediate feparation , the Lords Jufliccs and 
Council made this enfuing Order, directed to the Earl of Ormond Lieute¬ 
nant General of his Majeflies forces in Ireland . 
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By the Lords Juftices and Council. 


William Parfons . Jo. Burlace. 


A Warrant 
from the 
Lords Jufti¬ 
ces and 
Council for 
the fuppref- 
fingofthe 
Rebels of 
the Pale, 


F Orafmuch as divers of thelnhabitants tf/Clantarfe, Raheny 
WKilbarrock, have declared themfelves Rebels , and ha¬ 
ving robbed andflailedfome of his Majeftiesgood Subjects , are 
now affembled thereabouts in Arms in great numbers , mujlervng 
and training oftheir Rebellious multitudes , to the t err our and 
danger of hts Majeftiesgoodfubjeils, as well at Land as at Sea , 
which t heir boldnefs is aided infuch manner as to put fcorns and 
affronts upon this State andGovernment, they ailing fuch de¬ 
predations even before our faces and m our own view as it were 
in deflight ofus-. It is therefore ordered, that our very good Lord 
the Earl ofO rmond and Oflory Lieutenant General of the Ar¬ 
my , doforthwith fend out a party ofSouldiers of horfe andfoot, 
to fall upon thofe Rebels at Clantarfe and thereabouts, whom 
fuch dijdainful manner , Jlandto out-face and dare us, and to en¬ 
deavour to cut them of,as well for punishment as terrour to o- 
t hers,and to burn and floile the Rebels houfes and goods: And to 
prevent theirfurther annoying of the shipping, going out and co¬ 
ming in and lying in harbour thofe Souldiers are to bring up or 
caufe to be brought up to the new C rane at Dublin, fuch of the 
Boats and Veffels now lying there as they can upon the fudden, 
and to burn, floile and fink and make unfervice able the reff. 
Given at his Maje,(lies Caflle 0/Dublin. December 14. 1641. 
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Ormond Oflory, Rob. Dillon. 
Cha. Lambart, Ad. Loftus, 
Jo. Temple , Cha Coote, 
Fran. Willoughby. 
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According to their Lordships directions , the Earle of Ormond gave 
prefent order to Sir Charles Coot to march out privately with fome Forces 
unto Clantarfe , which he did without any noife, and meeting there 
with no oppofition , he only fuffered his men to pillage the Town , s j r charlet 
whereof they burnt fome part , as alfo part of Mr. Kings houfc , in c*ot Marches 
which much of the goods were found that had been taker! out of the Bark ^^torces 
before mentioned: And this was the firft expedition that the Forces newly to clantarfe. 
raifed in Dublin , made after the defeat of the 600. men in their paffage 
to Tredagh : As for the MafTacre at Santry mentioned in the Anfwer Thc Re- 
from the Lords of the Pale , and obtruded to the World, as a juft pre-^ lhc 
tence to deterr them from waiting on the Lords at Dublin , it was no MafTacre at 
other than this : Information was given to fome of the Officers o£ the 5 * 77 '^* 
Army, that there had been a robbery newly committed by certain Re¬ 
bels at the houfe of one Smith called the Buskm , within five miles of 
the City : And that if a Party of Souldiers might be fent forth, the In¬ 
former offered to bring them upon thofe Rebels , as alfo upon other 
Rebels , who had lately murdered one Mr. DerickJHubert a Dutch Merch¬ 
ant at the Skerries ; whereupon two Officers with 40. foot were fent out 
with direction to fall upon thofe Rebels: They went directly to Santry , and 
there finding fome ftrangers with weapons lodged in fufpicious places*, they 
flew four of them who as was conceived were criminal Offendours, and 
one of them after upon further enquiry found to be a Proteftant. 

But how fairly foeVer this matter was carried , yet they relblved to The procecd- 
make ufe of it for the prefent, by way of juftificationof their difloyalty: *JJfLords and 
A nd having fo far publickly declared themfelves , they held it not fit to fit chief Gentle- 
idle any longer, but began to put the whole Circuit of the Pale into a mc ”£p^ e 
pofture of Warr, and to make all fuch preparatives as might enable them f^^hey had 
by the powerfufaffiftance they had out of the North, prefently to take in joynedwith 
Tredagh , and afterwards to march up to Dublin , and there make them- ^ e ^ rthcrn 
felves Matters of that City and Caftle: A work as now it flood reprefen- 
ted unto them not likely to prove left glorious than fuccefsful > and eafie to 
beatchi'eved : They had for this end many publick meetings among them¬ 
felves, as alfo with the chief Commanders of the Northern Rebels. 

In the firft place, they declared the Lord Vifeount Gormanflone Ge¬ 
neral of the Forces to be raifed in the Tale , Hugh Birne Lieutenant 
General , the Earle of Fingale General of the horfe : Then they gave 
power to thofe Lords to nominate Captains in fcveral Baronies to 
be refpedlively appointed outofthem, andlikewife to raife Souldiers.in 
every fuch Barony, viz,, eight Souldiers out ofa Plowland-land (which 
contains according to the ancient eftimation 120. Acres) and every 
Plow-land to maintain the Souldiers to be fet out by them : The Ba- 
” • ' V rony 









rony of Duleel^ was affigned to the Lord of Gormanflon , the Barony of 
Screcne and Dejfe to the Earle of Fingale , the Barony of Statue to the Lord 
of Slaine , the Barony of the Navan to the Lord of Trimbleftone, Kells to 
the Lord Dmfanj, Ratogh and Dunboine to Sir Richard Barnewall of Cncke- 
flown Baronite, and Patricks Barnwell of Cilbrew; and by thefe perfons, 
feveral Captains were appointed, and numbers of Souldiers railed according 
to theorders fet down at the General meeting: There were alfo Warrants 
iffued out by the Lord Gormanflon , whereby thofe perfons appointed to 
raife the men, and to furnish them with provilions for their entertainment, 
were required upon pain of death to fend them out: Other Warrants were 
like wife fent out to other perfons who were appointed Overfeers for the 
threshing out of all the Proteftants corn , which was affigned generally 
through the/We to be applycd towards the maintenance of their Army. 
The next work was to make a conftant provifion of all manner of neceffancs 
for the entertainment offuch Forces as were already brought down out of 
the North, as well as thole raifed in the Pale , and fet down at the liege of 
Tredagb. And for this fervicc they feffed the whole Country thereabouts, 
and ordered what proportions of com and numbers of Cattle should be 
brought down out of every part for the victualling of thole that lay encamp- 
ed about the Town: There was allotted to every Company co'nfiftingof 
a hundred men, for their daily allowance, onebiefe, and naif a barrel of 
corn : And that they might with the more facility bring in the Country 
people to furnish their Army with thefe proportions; they made not only 
prohibitions that no corn should be carried to Dublin, but fo blocked up 
the ways as the poor churles that lived fomewhat diftant from the City, 
could not carry their corn thither without apparent danger; whereby the 
Market began to be very ill provided ,and great want and fcarcity was much 
feared by reafon of the large acceffion of people come from feveral parts of 
the Kingdom up unto the City for fafety. Whereupon the Lords Juftices 
and Council made Proclamations to be published, That all fuch as had 
com remaining within fome few miles diftance, should as their ufual 
manner was, bring it to the Market at Dublin , and they should receive 
ready mony for the fame in cafe they did not that, they would prelently 
lend out Parties and burn their corn as it ftood in the haggards, and lo 
prevent the ufc the Rebels intended to make of it for the viftualling of their 
Army. By this means the City was indifferently well fupplied all that 
winter with corn, the Country people though otherways very malicious 
againft the English & Proteftants, being content though with much hazard, 
to adventure the bringing their corn, where they fold it at a good rate for 
ready mony,rather than to fuffer it to be threshed out by Warrants from the 
Lora oi Gormanflon for the ufe of th c Irish Army then lying before Tredagh. 
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Hfc But while they continue their fruitlels and unprofitable attempts there, J hc lld con - 
)tH having neither skill, courage, experience, nor any means to bring about their 
• lit impetuous defires and fond endeavours for the taking in of that Town ,fairs of the 
"fe I shall briefly reprefen t a view of the fad eflate ofour affairs in Dublin: It was St4t0, 
in -now almoft full two Months fince the breaking out of this Rebellion ; The 
K#j Lords! uftices andCouncil out of their deep apprehenfions of a general revolt 
h ofall the /rub through the Kingdom, did in the very beginning with much 
on; earneftnefs follicite the prelent fending over of Succours out of England: And 
ail® as foon as they began to make a little further difeovery into the ftrength of 
nisi thisConfpiracy,and found their own wants and utter difabilities to make any 
iij; long or confiderable oppofition againft the univerfal power of the whole 
I®- body of the Irish , as it then began to appear unto them, firmly united with 
in almoft all the Old English that were of the Romish ProfelTion incorporated 
refs into their party throughout Ireland , they did with much more earneftnefs 
loin by their frequent Letters and feveral Agents, reprefent unto His Majefty 
y| and the Parliament of England, the very ill even defperate condition they 
:sl* were in; and therefore defired that fuppliesboth of men, mony and all kind 
efj ofwarlikeprovifions,might befentaway with all Ipeed into them, declaring 
j that unlefs they received them prefently, and that in great proportions, they 
JL ( ! were not able longer to fubfift as they flood now environed on all fides with 
a® multitudes of the Rebels, but had juft reafon to apprehend their own prefent . 

ruin, and the inevitable lofs of the whole Kingdom: And becaufe they con- 
ceived the Levies in England could not be fo fuddenly made ,nor the men lo 
g, eafity tranfported from thence into the North of Ireland (where the Rebels 
J appeared in greateft numbers, and had by their moft unparalle’ld cruelty 
J towards the English done moft mifehief) as out of Scotland : They made a 
1S g propofition to the Lord Lieutenant, to move both His Majefty and the Par- 
liament, that 10000 Scots might be prefently raifed and fent over into thofe 
Parts. This they prefled with much earneftnefs, reprefenting the very great The rcnd . 
terrour the meet Irish had of that Nation,that their bodies would better fort of ,0000 
! with that Climate, endure more hardship, and with lefs diftemper undergo *'^ ieo re( . 
f J, the toil and miferies of an Irish war, that the tranfportation would be made fed \ y the * 
^ with much more facility and lefs charge, it being not above three or four ^'^ s nd ^ u(li ' 
... hours fail from fome parts of Scotland into the North of Ireland , That the council. 
o!; i Kingdom of Scotland had been lately in Arms, and fo had all provifions ne- 
ceflary for the furnishing of their men for this expedition in readinefs: And 
jj;' laftly ,they having fo good a foundation in the multitude of their ownCoun- 
, ’ trymen fo advantageoufly fettled there already, would no doubt undertake 
l ' : , the work with all alacrity,and vigoroufly profecute the war wth fuch sharp- 
nels, as might teftifie their deep refentment of the horrid cruelties exercifed 
T upon fo many thoufands of their own Nation by that barbarous people. 
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commiffio- Thefe Letters arrived very opportunely about the time of the Kings re- 
from Edenbnrgh to the Parliament of England then fitting at Weft-min- 
Treat with fter : And rhere beirig even then two ScotUh Lords come out of the King- 
ment^ff^- ^ orn Scotland, to Treat with the Parliament of England concerning 
land concern- the lending Forces from thence for the relief of Ireland . His Ma>efty fent 
7 inLt ef to ^ or ^ s an< ^ Commons to give them notice of their arrival, and withal 

defined, that certain Commiffioners appointed by him (elf, and both Hou- 
fts of Parliament, might be prefently named to Treat with them, and from 
rime to time, give an account of their proceedings to His Majefty and both 
Houfes. Tlrismotion was with very great readinefs yielded unto, and it 
was ordered, that the Earle of Beaford , the Earle of Leicefter L rd Lieu¬ 
tenant of Ireland , the Lord Howard of Eflric ; nominated by the Ho uft of 
Peers : And Nathaniel Fiennes Efquire, Sir William Ermin Baronite, 
mv Philip Stapleton Knight, John Hampden EXc. mire, nominated by the 
Houfe of Commons , should Treat with the Scotish Commiflloncrs con¬ 
cerning the affairs of Ireland, and that there should be a Commiffion granted 
unto them to this effedt, under the great Seal of England, together with 
particular Inftru&ions to regulate the manner of their proceedings. 

In the propofitions given in by the Scotish Commiffioners, they did in the 
Propofijons firft place make offer of i oooo men in the name of the Kingdom of Scotland: 
theParUa 10 might be enabled to fend them fpeedily away, they defired 

mint of Eng- an advance of 30000. 1. of the brotherly affiftance afforded unto them 
imd foyhe By the Kingdom of England , and that what Arms and Munition they fent 
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into Ireland , might in the fame proportion be returned unto them with 
all expedition. 

Next they defired that fome ships of War might be appointed to guard 
the Seas betwixt Scotland and Ireland , to waft over their Souldiers which 
they defigned to tranfport in fmall veffels. 

And then that upon landing of their men in Ireland, there should be a 
100 horfe ready to joyn with every 1000 foot that they should fend thither: 
And that they should receive Inftru&ions and Orders, and in every thing 
obey the Scotish General. 

Thefe propofitions being taken into confideration in the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons , after they had duly confidered of them, and weighed the high ne- 
ceffities of this Kingdom, that the Scots had 2500 men ready raifed, and that 
they could not fo fuddenly make provifion any other way for the faving 
Ireland, as by fending thefe Forces out of Scotland, they readily condefcended 
unto them,and having voted them feverally,they fent them up to the Houfe 
of Peers, with their defires for a fpeedy concurrence in them. 

Theft beginnings gave great hopes of the fudden relief of Ireland y and it 
was now generally believed, that confiderable Forces would be tranf^orted 
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within a very short time out of Scotland for the defence of the Northern 
parts of this Kingdom ; efpecially conferring with how much eameftnefs 
his Majefty in his Speech made to the Lords and Commons in Parliament 
on the 14 of December , in thisprefent year, had prefled them to take to 
heart the bufinefs of Ireland , and offered unto them whatfoever his power, 
pains orinduftry could contribute to the good and neceflary work of redu¬ 
cing the Irish Nation to their true and wonted obedience. 

But alas thefe great expectations were foon dashed, and the Forces defigoed 
for Ireland , as well out of England as Scotland ftrangely retarded by feveral 
obftrudions which daily arofe in the tranfadion of the Irish affairs. 

For firft, his Majefty in the fame Speech, wherein he conjured them, by 
all that was dear to him or them , to go on chearfully and fpeedily for the 
reducing of Ireland, did take notice of a Bill for prefling Souldiers for 
depending in the Houfe of Peers , and declaring his diflikeof putting it in 
that way, told them he would pafs it fo there were a falvo jure put into it 
both for the King and people, butwithall, told them that he thought 
hi mfelf little beholding unto him whofoeverit was, that began thisdifpute 
fofar trenching upon the bounds of his ancient and undoubted prerogative. 

Thefe paffages in his Majefties Speech were deeply refented, not only by 
the Lords , who were more particularly concerned in them , but by the 
Houfe of Commons: And therefore his Majefty had no fooner ended his 
Speech and left their Houfe, but that the Lords fell into confideration of the 
fame, and refolved that the King by taking notice of the debate in their 
Houfe of the Bill, concerning prelfing of Souldiers, had broken the fun¬ 
damental priviledges of Parliament. And prefently a Meflage was brought 
unto them, likewifeby Mr. Hellis from the Houfe of Commons, todefirc 
a conference with their Lordships by Committees of both Houles touching 
the Priviledges of Parliament: At the conference they fully exprefted the 
deep fenfe they had of the high injury offered unto them , by his Majefty in 
invading their Priviledges, and proceeded fo far as to come not only to Pe¬ 
tition his Majefty, and to defire that he would be pleafed to make known 
that perfon who had given him information fo unduly of what had palled in 
their Houfe: but alfb, to make a Proteftation concerning their Priviledges: 
This took up forne time, and the great mifunderftanding even which then 
began to appear betwixt his Majefty and the Parliament, had fo ftrong an 
influence into the bulinefs of Ireland, as notwithftanding the high neceffities 
of this Kingdom , and the great affedions exprefted by the Kingdom of 
England for our fudden relief here, the refolutions were flow, and the 
preparations went fo heavily on , as it Was long before the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons could find means to enable the Lord Lieutenant to fend fo much as 
one Regiment away out of England, for the defence of the Caftle and 
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City of 'Dublin, then much diftreffed by the near approach of the Rebels . 
And'now for the Forces to be fent out of Scotland into the Northern 
The debate ^ arts Kingdom , they meet with feveral obftru&ions likewife. For 
ofthepropo- firft, theCommiflioners of Scotland had notpower given them from the 
firmed b^the ^ tatc to Treat for the fending over a lefler number than i oooo men, 

seetlh comt which the Lords here were very unwilling to condcfcend unto. But this 
miflioncrain obftacle was foon removed by the zealous affe&ions of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, who as foon as the Propofitions brought in by the Scotish Com- 
miffioners for the relief of Ireland , were prefented unto them , voted their 
affent to Treat for the (ending of the number of i oooo men out of Scotland , 
according to the inftru&ions given to the Commiffioners by that Kingdom, 
and fent up a Meflage to the Houfe of Peers by Sir Philip Stapleton Knight, 
to lay before their Lordships,the miferable eftate of the Kingdom of Ireland , 
and to let them know that the Houfe of Commons conceived thebeft way 
for the prefervation of it out of the hands of the Rebels , was fpeedily to 
to difpatch the Scots into the Province of Vlfter , and therefore defired that 
they would joyn with them in the Propofitions received from the Scottish 
Commiffioners. 

Upon the rcceit of this Meffage, the Houfe of Peers fell upon the faid 
Proposition, and after a long debate, it was at length agreed that ioooo 
Scots should be lent into Ireland , if the Houle of Commons would con- 
defeend that at the fame time there might i oooo English men be as fpeedily 
fent likewife thither, and thereupon defired a conference with the Houfe of 
Commons, that they might fully underftand their refolution therein, 
which beiug yielded unto by the Houfe of Commons, The Lords at the 
conference prefTed with much earneftnefs, that they might be affured of 
the fending over of i oooo English at the fame time that the Scots were to be 
lent away: whereunto the Houfe of Commons replyed, that they were ntft 
to be capitulated withall, that their a&ions were free as well without condi¬ 
tions as capitulations, that they thought they had given fufficient certainty 
already of their refolution to fend that number of English into Ireland , 
and therefore defired that their Lordships would Vote the fending away 
of i oooo Scots by it felf without any relation to the English fpoken of by 
them. 

This took up a large debate in the Houfe of Peers, and was one main 
caufe of the flow proceeding on of the Treaty with the Scotish Commiffio¬ 
ners. I shall not undertake to determine at fo great a diftance from whence 
thefe obftruftions grew, but I am very fure we could here eafily find, that 
there were fome fuch fecret workings underhand again ft the good affections 
expreffed by the Houfe of Commons, and by the Lords who were well 
affe&ed to the fervice of Ireland , as that this Treaty was very much retarded 
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thereby, and was not brought on to any conclufion in many Months after. 

So as in the meantime, all the British planted troughout this Kingdom, 
were defpoiled > driven out of their habitations, or moft cruelly murdered 
within their own doors: and the Irish ftrengthned themfelves in all parts 
of the Country and prevailing every where, drew many to joyn with them, 
that had hitherto kept themfelves in a kind of Neutrality , asfuppofing that 
the State here would be altogether deferted, and no Forces at all fent out of 
England for the fupprefling of the Irish as had taken up Armes in this quarrel. 

The whole Province of Munfer about the midft of this Month of Dc- ^ ^ ^ * 
cember , began to declare themfelves in open Rebellion. The Lord Prefi- thc c /^ J ° 
dent there, had ufed hisutmoft endeavours tofupprefs their very begin- the Province 
nings, but by reafon ofhis wantofftrength was now able to Contain them 
no longer: He did with all diligence and carefulnefs labour to prevent the 
joyning together of any numbers of the Irish in any of thofe parts: And 
when he underftood how they began in fome places of the Province to 
defpoile the English , and that they had near Waterford gotten away many 
of the English mens Cattle, and were carrying them out of the limits of his 
government, he thought it not fit longer to fit flill, but gallantly purfued 
thofe Rebels in his own perfon, being accompanied only with his own 
Troop of horfc, and fome few Gentlemen of the Country, who joyned 
with them, and after a long and tedious march came upon them unawares, 
flew i oo of thofe Rebels , reftored the cattle to the English that were owners 
of them, and took fevaral prifoners whom he hanged for a grea* er terrour 
to all fuch as should adventure afterwards to follow their example : As 
foon as he had done this fervice, his Lordship retired back to Cor^ having 
neither Forces nor'means to make any further profecution: which the Irish 
well enough underftood, and therefore drew together in feveral places of 
that Province, and though they did not in that barbarous manner > as they 
in VlFler , hew down, cut in pieces, hang, drown or prefently murder all the 
English among them: yet many horrid murders they committed, ufed the Enginh in 
feveral kinds of cruelty to many particular perfbns, and for all the reft that 
fell into their hands, they robbed and violently deprived them of all their 
goods and cattle, moft piiferably ftripped them out of their cloaths and 
leaving them quite naked, fuffered moft of them in that lamentaole pofture 
to pals to Cork > ToaghalU Ktnfalc and other Ports there to embark their mife- 
rable Carkafles for England where few arrived fafely, and I am fure I may 
well fay few, in refpedt of thofe multitudes who perished through want, 
cold and famine , before they could get to thofe Towns, or otherwayes 
dyed after their arrival in them, or were by ftorms at Sea caft away. And 
for the English who flood upon their guard and immured themfelves up in 
feveral Caftles of good ftrength in thofe Parts> they endured many 
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Months fiege, fufFered much want and mifery, and having bravely refilled 
alltheaflaults and attempts that the Irish made with great multitudes upon 
them, and in many places caufed them to raile their fieges with great lofs 
and daughter of their men, yet they were afterwards, finding themfelves 
without all hope or pofiibility of relief, enforced to deliver thofe places 
together with the multitudes of English they had received, into the hands 
of the Rebels^ upon fair quarter folemnly promifed by them: And in many 
places no fooner had they by that means gotten entrance into them, but 
that they moft perfidioufly broke the quarter given, defpoiled them of 
that little remainder of their fubftance they had then left, and fent them 
away in great want and mifery to find relief among other English Garri- 
fons. But the whole Country being walled and deftroyed , and the poor 
English that lived in them, defpoiled of all their fubftance, were able to afford 
them very little relief or comfort, befides pitty and compaflion which 
could not fupport or keep alive thofe languishing gaftly Creatures, fo as 
multitudes dyed, fomc in ditches, fome travelling on the high-wayes, 
fbme under hedges, and fo left their Carkaffes as fearful fpeclaclcs to the 
beholders, and fad monuments of the inhumane cruelties exercifed on 
them by thofe bloudy Rebels , who yet under pretence of mercy fpared 
their lives, but tookup a refolution as they were not ashamed to declare, 
to put them to a more lingring death, and therefore left them in fuch a con¬ 
dition as inevitably brought on their miferable ends with much more 
difeomfort and forrow. 

But this shall fuffice to shew the beginning of the riling of the Irish in 
cJMunfter; the particulars whereof shall be clearly and at large fet down 
in the following Relations of their firft proceedings within that Province, 
where it shall be declared likewife, how all the great Town in Lemfter , 
except Dublin and Tredagh , did about the fame time begin to ftrip and expel 
all the British and Proteftants, that either inhabited in them or fled out of 
the Country near about to shelter themfelves there, from the barbarous 
cruelties of their Irish neighbours. 

As for the City of Dublin it began now to*be much more ftraitly encom- 
paffed by the Forces of the Rebels , much encreafed through their late con¬ 
junction with the English Pule. And in cafe of their want of power to force 
it, yet they having made their approaches fo near and having fo abfolutely 
flopped up all the avenues, as we had great reafon to apprehend their keeping 
backofprovifions would drive the City into high neceflities, and quickly 
occafion great want there. And here I cannot without much grief of heart 
call to mind the lamentable complaints and bitter out-crys, which until 
this time, were continually fent up unto the Lords Juftices and Council, 
while they remained in thispofture, out of feveral Parts of the Country, 
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where the English Inhabitants being by the Irish driven out of their habi¬ 
tations , had for their prefent fafeguard put themfel ves into Houfes or Caftles 
of fome ftrength; they there enduring much want and mifery , made shift 
though not without great difficulty by feveral Meffages and Letters to make 
known their condition to the State, as allb that they were refolved as many 
of them did, to fuffer the utmoft extremities out of hope of relief, and 
a confident expectation offuceours from them. 

But Alas all was in vain, they were able to afford them no other comfort 
than what their pitiful comrmferation of their forrowful condition would 
adminifter; they were themfelves reduced fo low, as with'the greateft 
power they could raife, they durft not adventure to fend any ways five 
miles out of the City, their fupplies out of England were not arrived , they 
had neither place nor means to raife men, but only within the virge of the 
City ,and fuch as they ordinarily took up there, were either Irish , whereof 
many ran prefently away with their Arms to the Rebels , or poor firipped 
English and Inhabitants ofthisCity who were raw men , and though they 
afterwards being well exercifed and trained to the ufe of their Arms, proved 
very good Souldiers; yet for the prefent they were very unfit for fervice : 

As appeared in that little expedition Colonel Craford made out with his some Forces 
men to FingUs , a little Town two miles diftant from the City at the fcnt out to 
fame time, when Sir Charles Coot marched forth to beat Luke Netter- ™ 

with his undifeiplined Regiment out of his quarters at Santrj , who who lodged 
having timely notice of his coming faved him the labour, for he prefently cce 

upon the rumour thereof, diflodged and fled in fomuch hafte, as he left dm*. 
fome of his beft equipage and all his provifions behind him : But that 
Party of Rebels Colonel Craford found at Finglas , having placed themfelves 
with good advantage behind great ditches, flood better to their work, 
and carried themfelves fo ftoutly , as our new raifed men began to shrink, 
and had not the Colonel and fome other of his Officers behaved themfelves 
very well that day, their men had made a moft dangerous and shameful 
retreat. This was the greateft expedition the Forces in Dublin were able to 
undertake at that time, which no man will wonder at, if he doth con fider 
sts it hath been related, how the Town was in a manner furrounded on 
every fide by feveral Parties of the Rebels gathered together; all commerce ^' d ” c don 
was interrupted, all provifions brought out of the Country for the fupply every fide by 
of it intercepted, as alfo, that all the chief of the English Inhabitants had the ^eis. 
tranfported themfelves, their goods, and their Families into England, 
many of the Papifts had upon other reafons retired themfelves, and what 
belonged unto them into the Country, and there taken up their habitations 
within the Rebels quarters; no manner of intercourfe with any perfbns what- 
foever that made their abode without thediftanceof two miles from any 
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part of the City, no intelligence to be had upon any terms from amon<* 1 
the Rebels, all courfes taken for it difappointed, leveral MefTengers hanged 
up; and yet on the other fide, all our defigns difclofed, our wcaknefs il 



lay with near 2000. men at Swoords, a Town fix miles diftant:, andpof- 
feifed himfelf of the Caftle of Artatne , and lome other places within two . 

. miles of the City: On the Weft-fide of the City at Tajfagard Rath-coole , 1 

Cajile Lyons , and other little Villages within the compafs of fix miles, there 
lay 2000. more of the Rebels who were come down out of the Counties of ® 

Carteriagh , Kings County , Kildare, and other Parts under the command 9 
of Roger <_Moore, and Sutton , Enlace of Cajlle-KMartm , and others. in 
The Clandonells, Birnes and 7 ooles were alio come down in great numbers 
out of the County of Wtclow, and had lodged themfelves in fome Caftles 
towards the Sea-fide, and in fome Villages at the foot of the Mountain, 
not above three or four miles diftant from the Town on the South fide : a 
How defperately thefe Forces threatned our ruine anal hidden deftru&ion ■' 
will appear by this enfuing Letter bearing date about the midft of December, tt 

written from the Lords Juftices and Council, unto the Lord Lieutenant % 
then attending for his difpatch. 


A Letter from the Lords Juftices and Council 
to the Lord Lieutenant. 


a j“ 

(i 



B Y our Letters ofthe third of December , we made known 1 
to your Lord Hi ip, that M. Hawtri^e was then newly ' 
arrived with the T reafure fent us from thence, which came but 1 
fixteen thoufand five hundred fourfeore and ten pounds, 
toa fupply of Treafure far ihort of that which is now become 5 
neceflary to perform any confiderable fervice here againft 1 
the Rebels , whole numbers are increafed wonderfully , in- 1 
fomuch as the Forces they have about Drogheda on all fide$ f[ 
it, and between ‘Drogheda and this place , reaching even 
within four miles of this City, are upon very credible report, ' 
conceived to be ahoye twenty thoufand men , and befides 
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rw J an d thereabouts, there are many thoufands of them difperfed 
mist] the whole Kingdom over, for the meaner fort of people firft 
f 4 : ti r jf e generally 5 and then thofe of better quality follow after $ 
and the fire which was firft kindled in Ulfter , and lay a while 



fmothered in other parts begins now to break out fo generally, 


as the defection now appears to be univerfal throughout the 
whole four Provinces } fo ftrangely rooted was the combina- 
i tion, and that ftrengthned under the fpecious ftiew ofa Wart 
wis for Religion $ for although before and fincethe Caution we 
iM had from your Lordihip, We have on our part endeavoured 
irnik not to give any apprehenfion to the Irish , that England dox\\ 
:Ci ; intend to-make it a Warr of Religion, yet as we formerly made 

,i knpWn to your Lordfhip , the Rebels labour mainly to have it 
•fc fbunderftood. Nay, they now go fo far as they call themfel- 
)«] . Ves generally theCatholick Army, a Title which hath drawn 
m- many thouiands to theirparty, and yet many joyned with 
them for no other reafon than becaufe they faw our Succours 
expected forth of England and Scotland deferred, they rightly 
mil judging, that without thofe Succours, we are not able to de¬ 
fend them our felves, and indeed until thofe Succours come, 
they muft and will ftill encreafe 5 but if our men and arms were 
once arrived, the very countenance of their coming would 
draw many from them to us , and give fome flop to the fury, 
“ with which they yet carry all before them whither foever 
“I they come. 

,e f They continue their rage and malignity againft the English 
& Proteftants: who if they leave their goods or cattle for more 
fafety with anyPapifts, thofe are called out by the Rebels , 
'F ajjd the Papifts goods and cattle left behind; and now upon 
y ’I fome new Councils taken by them, they have added to their 

* £ former, a further degree of cruelty, even of the higheft nature, 

5 * which is to Proclaime, That if any Irish ftiall harbour or re- 
t lieve any English , that be fuftered toefcapethem with his 
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they will be fure though they put not thofe English a&ually f 
to the fvvord, yet they do as certainly and with more cruelty 
cut them off that way, than if they had done it by the fvvord $ P 
and they profefs they will never give over until they leave not P 
any feed of an English-man in Ireland. « 

Nor is their malice towards the English exprefled only fo, fj 
but further even to the beads of their fields,and improvements |® 
, of their hands, for they deflroy all Cattle of English breed, f 
and declare openly, that their reafon is, becaufe they are ;; 
English^ fo great is their hatred, not only to the perfonsof Jl 
the English , but alfo to every fpecies of that Nation, and they # 

deflroy all improvements made by the English , and lay wafle 31 
their habitations. 

We formerly fignified to your Lordfiiip, that to take away ' 
all jealoufie from the Papifts of the English Tale , we would < s ! 
furnifh them with fome Armes, and the rather becaufe we 31 
well know that in the lad great Rebellion in Ireland , the En- N 
glish Tale dood firm to the Crown of England * and that the ■«> 
Rebel Tyrone in the height of his power and greatnefs, was » 
never able to get into the Tale with his Forces whiled he was jh 

in Rebellion 3 and upon this occafion, the Noblemen and ‘ 

Gentlemen of the Tale , making deep profedions of their Loy- St 

alty to his Majedy, in imitation of their A ncedors, and with i 

expredions feemingto abhorr the Contrivers of this Rebelli- | 
on here againd whom they offered their power and drength, I’ 
fo as they might have Armes 5 andwe being well aflured, ^ 
that if we could gain their concurrence with us, it would much 0 

facilitate our work } we did at their earned fuitiflue for them 
Armes for one thoufand feven hundred men, wherewith di- f 
vers Companies were armed by them, and fome of themfel- jt 

ves were appointed Governours of the Forces of the Counties, t 
and Captains of their Companies: butfo many of thofe Com¬ 
panies revolted to the Rebels , and carryed away their Armes 1 
with them, as we have recovered back but nine hundred and 
fifty Armes j fo as thofe whofe loyalty we had reafon to ex- 
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ped would help us, are now through their difloyalty turned 
againft us, and areftrengthned with our own Armesj and 
without all queftion, ifthofeof the English Pale had done 
their parts as became good fubjeits with their A rmes they had 
from us, and thofe they might gather amongft themfelves, 
they might with our help not only have defended the ‘Pale 
againft the Rebels, but might alfo have prevented the ruine and 
deftru&ion wrought by their Tenants and Neighbours on the 
poor English and Proteftants amongft them 5 for the Noble¬ 
men and Gentry fate ftill and looked on, whileft the English 
and Proteftants were ruined before their faces } the Papifts in 
the mean time remaining fecure without the lofs of goods, or 
any thing elfe. 

When wefaw the power and ftrength of the Rebels ftill gro¬ 
wing upon us more & more, and approaching by degrees mo¬ 
re near to us, and the English and Proteftants robbed and fpoi- 
led even within two miles of this City, in difdain and affront 
of this State, which are fcornes of fo high a nature as we could 
not endure, if we had ftrength fuflicient to reprefs their info- 
lencies * and when we obferved the retarding of our Succours 
of men and armes from England or Scotland , neither ofboth 
Succours being yet come, nor as we heard fo much as in view 
there or in Scotland , and when we found apparently that for 
want of thofe fupplies, we became in a manner fo contempti¬ 
ble , as we were in danger to be fet upon for taking from us this 
City and Caftle before our aides ftiould come,we bethought us 
of all the means we could of gaining time, being confident that 
we cannot befodefertedby the State of England , but that 
fome fupplies may yet come unto us: And therefore on the 
third of ‘December , we directed our Letters to divers of the 
Nobility of the Kingdom who were neareft to us, and moft of 
them being of the English Pale, to be with us here on the 
eighth day ofthis Month,that we might confer with them con¬ 
cerning the prefentftate of the Kingdom, and we hoped by 
their help, to handle the matter fo as we might gain afew days 
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time before our furprifal here, by which time in all likelihood 
our Succours might arrive, although it be boldly given out 
by the Rebels , that vve fliall have no Succours from thence, 
which they divulge to embolden their party, and to ftrike ter- 
rour and difcouragement into the well affetfted , amongft 
whom there are many fo weak, as to apprehend from thence 
too much fear, whereby many are fled the Kingdom 

On the eighth day of this Month, the Earl of Kildare , the 
Lord Vifcounr Fitz Williams , and the Lord Baron of Month 
came unto us, but the reft of the Noblemen not coming defer¬ 
red our conference, and on the eleventh day of this Month we 
received Letters from feven of them, namely, the Earl of Fin- 
gale , the Lord Vifcount Gorman(lon , the Lord Vifcount Nat¬ 
ter vile , and the Lords of Slaine , Trimo left one , Him far. y and 
Lowth , dated the feventh day of this Month, andfignedby 
them, pretending a fear ofa Maftacre on thofe of their Religi¬ 
on, and that therefore they are deterred, to wait on us, but 
do rather think it fit to ftand upon their guard , and how that 
refolution of theirs may ftand with the loyalty they profefs, % 
we humbly fubmit to his Majefties excellent judgement, for 
whole royal view we fend you here inclofed, a Copy of their 
faid Letters. 

When we received thofe Letters, vve did admire whence 
their fears ofcoming to us fhouldarife,but afterwards we heard 
that they had been in confultation with the Rebels , which alfo 
as to moftofthem is confirmed by the enclofed Examination 
of Chriflopher Hampton , and indeed we know no caufe offear 
they have of us, unlefs their own guilts begot in them the fear 
they pretend; and they fpare not though unjuftly to charge us 


fa 




with a neglefr of their advices, whereas not one of them to 


this Houfe offered to us any advice or real afijftance towards 
Pacification ofthefe troubles. 

It became then publick (jnor could we keep fecret that 
which they had publifhed to others) that thofe Noblemen fo 
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therefore adjudged it fit for vindicating the State from the 
afperfion which we found fo publickly endeavoured to be laid 
upon us,to publiih the enclofed Proclamation, as well to fatis- 
fie to the world as thofe Noblemen, who certainly are abun¬ 
dantly fatisfied in their own fecret thoughts, that we never in¬ 
tended to Maflacre them or any other^that being a thing which 
we and all goodProteflantsdo much abhor, whatever the 
pra&ice of their Religion is, and hath been found to be by 
woful experience in other parts, whereof we confefs we are 
now in great danger, if our long expedted Succours come not 
the fooner to us^and it may be gathered from that unexampled 
tyranny which the Rebels have already exercifed towards 
thofe of our Nation and Religion, who fell into their hands, 
what we for our parts may expedl from them, but the difho- 
nour and fhame which may refledf upon the English Nation by 
expofing this State and Kingdom to fo apparent ruine, and 
with it the extirpation ofGods true Religion, affiidts us more 
than the lofs of our own lives and fortunes, when all might be 
fayed by fending feafonably thofe Succours. 

We lately received Letters from the Lady Ofaly, and a Letter 
containing moft infolent Menaces inclofed therein, fent her 
from the Rebels , to which Hie fent them a noble Anfwer, Co¬ 
pies whereof we fend here inclofed. 

One of the Rebels {tiling himfelf Chaplain Major and Over- 
feer oftheCoafts and Harbours, lately fent a Summons in a 
proud and vaunting manner, to one Edward Leech, that was 
entrufted to keep the IflandofZ^/#^)', requiring the delivery 
up of that Iflandtothe^^/j , which being done, he gave 
Leech aPafs, wherein he ftiles the Rebels Forces the Catholick 
Army: A Copy of which Summons and Pafs we fend your 
Lordfhip here inclofed 5 a nd Leech told us that that mighty 
Chaplain declared openly to him, That he was Plotter of this 
Rebellion,. That he hadfpent in Travel and Profecution of 
that defign beyond Seas four thoufand pounds^ and that all the 
Kings in Chriftendom,excepting the King of England^nd the 
King of Denmark, haye hands in this bufinefs. A Caftle 



















A Caftle in the Town oi Longford,held by the English,who 
flood out awhile againft the Rebels , being in the end through 
want of victuals neeeflitated to be rendred up to them upon 
promife of quarter, a Popifh Prieft (landing with his Skean in 
his hand , watching for the coming forth of a Minifter then 
amongft the English , did by thrufting that Skean into the Mi- 
nifters guts, and ripping up his belly, givethatasafignal ro 
the Rebels , for falling upon the reft of the English , which they 
did accordingly, afioon as the Minifter was murdered, killing 
fome, and hanging the reft moft perfidioufly. 

On the ninth of this Month, we received advertifement,that 
great numbers of men were gathered together in Warlike 
manner at Swoordsin the County o^Dublin within fix miles of 
us,they having the Army of the Rebels behind them on this 
fide Drogheda $ whereupon we then immediately fent out our 
Warrant, commanding them to difperfe: A Copy whereof 
we fend your Lordftiip here inclofed, which was not obeyed: 
but a Letter fent us from Luke Nettervile Son to the Lord Vif- 
count Nettervile and others of them: A Copy whereof we 
likewife fend here inclofed •, whereupon we publifhed the in¬ 
clofed Manifeft, for vindicating this State from theirafperfions 
alfo: Anditisobfervable, that thofe Gentlemen at Swoords 
could even on that very Tuefday night, wherein they alledge 
they were fo affrighted at their Houfes, aftemble twelve hun¬ 
dred men together in that moment of time, to have in readi- 
nefs againft any attempt from the State, whereas for many 
days before, they could fit ftil I and look on, whilftanArmy 
of the Enemy lay behind them, betwixt them and Drogheda , 
and whileft fome of them openly declared Rebels , and many 
of their neighbours, who doubtlefs hold underhand intelli¬ 
gence with the Rebels , robbed and fpoiled the English on all 
parts round about them 5 and yet thofe Gentlemen could not 
in all that time be either fo affrighted by the Rebels, ox fp com- 
palfionate of their poor English neighbours,as to aftemble any 
menfor the defence of themfelves, or thofe their poor English 
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cj ji, neighbours 5 and certainly thofe Gentlemen might have been 
j fai as believing in this State who have always ufed lenity and 
j.r V mildnefs towards them, as in the F orces of the Rebels which 
lie fo near behind them, and who they know have murdered 
j; many of His Majeflies good and innocent Subjedfs, and for 
2 ought they know (if there were not fecret intelligence bet- 
ween them) might have ufed them alfo in like manner. 

: But the rruth is,we conceive thofe Gentlemen had a mind to 

11 ' joyn with the Rebels , and do now take up pretences to cover 
their difloyalty, and call fcandal on this Government. 

J The Rebels in th zTale as in other parts,have caufed Mafles to 

be faid openly in the Churches, expelled theMiniflers from 
E;c Officiating in their Churches, and forced divers perfons for fa- 
03 ving their lives and goods to become Papifls,openly profeffing 
10 that no Proteflant lhall be fuffered to live in Ireland ,and whilft 
they infult thus over all the English and Proteflants,deflroying 
0 [ ; them for no other reafon, but for that they are Proteflants and 
M English , we let fall nothing againft them touching Religion, 

® and yet they feign things againft us, tending that way to give 
211 fome colour to their cruel proceedings. 

The Rebels of the County of Kildare have taken the Naas 
f and Kildare 'm the County of Kildare T he Rebels of Meath 
4 have taken Trim , and Ashboy in the County of Meath&nd di- 
ek ver§ ot [ ier places $ The Rebels of the County of ‘Dublin, have 
® poflefled Swoords and Rathcoole , and fpoyled all the English 
* and Proteflants even to the Gates of ‘Dublin , andnowabout 
^ fifteen hundred of the Rebels of Widow are in and about To* 
^ werfcait, and about ten miles from this City } There are alfo 
“ between this and the Naas within fix or feven miles of us a 
® thoufand of the Rebels of Kildare , and the Borders of Widow 
011 and lDublinJo as we are in this City invironed by them on all 
^ fides by Land, and they begin to flop accefTes to us by Sea-, for 
«* the Fifhermen on the Sea-Coafts being all Irish and Papifls 
M Inhabitants in th eTale, brake outalfo into Rebellion with the 
^ multitude, and have robbed , fpoyled and pillaged even with- 
iti; Y in 


1 69 











. n .i wm 


o ' Tfie Irish Rebellion. 

__ . y 

in the Bay of Dublin feveral Barks coming hither forth of ! 
England. And if to revenge this villany on the Fifhermen at f 
Clantarfeznd thereabouts, fo near us, we fend forth a Party of : 
Souidiers to burn and fpoyl thofe Rebels houfes and corn, the 
Gentlemen of the Rale will immediately take new offence; 11 
but that we will adventure upon; for now there is no dalliance : f 
with them, who fo far declare themfelves againft the State,not *. 
caring what fcorns are put upon the Government, wherein is l! 
obfervable, that the Landlord of Clantarfe is one of thofe f 
Gentlemen rifen in Arms at Swoords. f 

Your Lordship now fees not only theneceflity ofhaftening ' 
with all poffible fpeed our Succours of men and Arms both ? 
out of England and Scotland , in greater numbers than thofe at 
firftdefigned, feeing the breach appears to be far greater, and * 
the defection more general thanatfirft was conceived 5 and :i 
yet fo as fuch of them as are ready be not forced to flay for the ¥ 
reft, butthatthofemaybefoorderedastocomeafter,forno ! 
flesh can imagine, unlefs they faw it as we do , the greatnefs of 
our danger, who are but a handful in comparifon of the mul- ^ 
ritudes rifen againft us: And we defire that the ten thoufand ^ 
defigned to come from Scotland ■> may be wholly fen t away, P 
as well the five thoufand intended to be left there in readinefs 1 
as the reft, with direction to land as near Dublin as they may, " 
and wherefoever they land to march to Dublin if poftibly they 1 
can$ AndtofendawaywithallfpeedtheShipsappointedfor' 1 
guarding thefe Coafts, is alfo very neceflary to be haftned, 1 
and that two or three Ships of good ftrengthfollow after: ( 
doubtlefs thefe Rebels expedb a very great fupply of Arms and ^ 
Munition from forraign Parts, either Spain or France , l 

Andalthough out of the fore-fight we had ofthis extremity * 
fince thefe troubles began,we have endeavoured to get in fome | 
provifions of vidlual and corn , yet we have not been able to 
provide our felves fufficiently to ftand out any long fiege, nor 
can we now get inany more, our Markets being almoft taken 
away,and the ftrength of the/?^/jfurrounding^us fo as we can 
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r W fetch in no more provifions; wherefore we befeech your Lord- 
lerntl ship that theMagazins of Victuals defigned to be fetled on that 
iPjJ fide, may be fetled with all fpeed , ifit be not done already, 
:onj whereby we and theSuccours we expe<ft,may not be in diftrefs 
clif of Victuals for our felves or them, or oats for our horfes. Our 
daUijj- ’ want of Victuals is the more in refpett of the daily accefs of 
StaitJ the English fpoyled in the Country. 

ietfi; The neceflity of the defence of the Province of Munjter , re- 

o[ t y quired the immediate raifing of a Regiment of Foot confifting 
of one thoufand men, and two Troops of Horfe of threefcore 
jfei; each Troop, which threefcore we appointed the Lord Prefi- 
15 u dent to raife, and for the payment and arming of them, we 
y t humbly advife,feeing we cannot do it,that money and arms be 
:ew fent from thence to Toughall, with a further fupply of Arms 
j, a ' and Munition for the ftores in that Province now much want- 
f 0! ing there. 

j 0Ir And as the Rebels which have befet us and this City on all 
j j! fides by Land, do threaten to cut offour Market at Dublin , 
m which we begin to feel already: fo they boldly declare, that 

^ they will within a day or two cut offthe watercourfe, which 

u brings water to this City and Caftle $ and that done , that their 
4 multitudes will immediately burn our Suburbs and befiege our 
Walls,which we confefs we yet want ftrength to defend, and 
, t g mull want till our Supplies come forth of England or Scotland 
jdl or both $ for here we have but about three thoufand men, the 
| r reft of the old Companies being difperfed in feveral needful 
iliu' Garrifons in the Countrey {excepting feven Companies of 
■ M them furprifed,and cut off by the Rebels at their fir ft rifing in 
Ulfter and other Parts) and about two hundred horfe by pole 
of the old Army,whereof many are Irish-, fo as confidering the 
,■ fpacioufnefs of this City & Suburbs to be defended,the fmall- 

nefs of our number to defend them, and the great numbers of 
Papifts Inhabitants in this City and Suburbs * and laftly, the 
, f very great numbers of the Rebels^h.o are foftrong as to ap¬ 
proach this City with many thoufands, and yet leave many 
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thoufands alfo at the fiege oiT)rogheda,\\z cannot exped to be 
able to defend this City for any long time againft them, with¬ 
out the arrival of our expected Succours. 

The Earl of Ca/lle-haven on the tenth of this Month, pre - 
fented at this Board the inclofed Oath tendered unto him by 
the Rebels to be fworn by him , which he faith he refufed to 
fvvear and we hear they fend it to all Parts to be tendered to the 
people, prefling them to take the Sacrament thereupon. 

We did lately in hope to gain fome time until our fupplies 
might come,liften to an offer made by fomePopishPriefts to go 
to the Rebels and Treat with them,as you may perceive by the 
inclofed: But fince we find there is little hope of it; for fome of 
the Priefts are returned, nothing being wrought thereby. 

However it is fit yout Lordship should know what we do ; 
we muff now crave leave to declare to your Lordship, that 
things being rifen here to this height, threatning not only the 
shaking of the Government,but the lofs of the Kingdom,as the 
Supplies of men, Arms and more Treafure,are of great neceffity 
to be haftned away hither ; foisit alfo needful that we enjoy 
your Lordships prefence here, forthecondudin your own 
perfon of the great and important affairs of this State,as well in 
the Martial as in the Civil Government, which do neceflarily 
require it in this time of great imminent danger wherein fo far 
as we may be able to contribute any afliftance with you, we 
shall be ready to difcharge our duties therein, with that loyalty 
and uprightnefs of heart which we owe to his Majefty, and the 
particular refped due from us to your Lordshi p 5 but we hope 
you will bring that ftrength with you, which may befit the 
greatnefs of the King our Maffer to fend with his Lieutenant 
againft fo numerous enemies as thefe Rebels are become,as well 
for the honour of his Majefty,as for the terrour of thofe Rebels. 

By what we have heretofore and now humbly reprefented to 
your Lordship,you may in part fee the greatnefs of the publick 
danger wherein this Kingdom now ftands,and particularly this 
City and Caftle, the principal place thereof, that if thofe be 
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loft (which we now again aflure your Lordship, were never in 
fo great peril to be loft fince the firft Conqueftof this Kingdom 
by the Crown of England') the whole Kingdom muft quickly 
follow, that the danger which muft thereupon arife to the 
Kingdom of England , is very great in many refpe&s. There is 
no poftibility to prevent thofe evils with honour and fafety to 
Englandbux. by Succours from thence or Scotland ,or both,and 
that if thofe Succours come not fpeedily,it cannot be avoided, 
but the Kingdom muft be loft. And if notwithftanding all this 
fo often and truly made known by us to your Lordship , we 
shall perish for want of Supplies, we shall carry this comfort 
with us to our graves or any'other burial we shall have, that 
your Lordship can witnefs for us to the Royal Majefty and to 
all the world that we have difcharged our duties to God, to his 
Majefty, to that Nation, and to this, in humbly reprefenting to 
his Majefty by yourLordship.the chief Governour of theKing- 
dom, the extremities and dangers wherein his Kingdom and 
peopleftand, and theneceflity ofhaftningSupplies hither, by 
all poflible means for prefervation of both, fo as whatever be¬ 
come of our perfons,our memory cannotbejuftly ftained with 
fo wretched a breach offaith and loyalty to the King our Ma¬ 
tter, as to forbear reprefenting thither the extremities wherein 

we are, whether we have the credit to be believed orno ^ and 

that we write truth, and moft needful truth, will be found true, 
when perhaps we shall perish,and which is more confiderable, 
the Kingdom alfo for want of being believed and fuccoured in 
time. Andfo we remain 

Your Lordships to be commanded, 
William Tarfons. Jo. Burlace. 

Ormond Offory. R. TTillon. Char. Eambart. 

Ad Loftus. John Temple. Charles Coot. 

Francis Willoughby. R. Meredith. 

From hisMajefties Caftle of ^Dublin , 
ic^December 1641. ^ ^ 


















*74 


The Irish Rebellion. 


b: 


Poftfcript. 

T Tour Letters to your Lordship of the 11 o/N ovember, We did dejire to be 
informedfrom thence, whether the Parliament here being once Prorogued , 
may not again be prorogued by Proclamation before they fit,or whether it be ofne- 
cejfity that they muftfit again , and the Parliament to be Prorogued the Houfifit¬ 
ting. And now that this Rebellion hath over-Jpreadthe whole Kingdom , and that 
many members of both Houfes are involved therein , Jo as the Parliament cannot 
Jit. We humbly defire to know his Majefiies pleajure therein , and if his Adajejly 
shall thinkjit to Prorogue it, which in prefent we held expedient, that then we 
may receive his commandment for Prorogation , and that the doubt concerning ■ 
that be cleared ; for to ajfemble at that time cannot be with fifety. 

Our Letters of the third ^/December, have been hitherto with-held on this 
fide by contrary winds. 

In this mod miferable condition, the Lords Jufi ices and Council conti¬ 
nued shut up within the City of Dublin , ftrugling with all their power for a 
shdrt prefervation from thofe difmal calamities which had generally over- 
fpread the whole Kingdom: Their care,travel,and endeavours, had hitherto 
in fomemeafure extended to the mod remote parts; how they might af- 
fwage the fwelling diftempers, or yield lome relief to the lamentable com¬ 
plaints and bitter out-cryes daily brought up unto them. But now the evils 
abroad were grown paft their cure, and their own dangers (o multiplyed as 
they were enforced to fpend their time almoftin a perpetual confultation, 
never at reft,fometimesraifed in the night by fudden advertifements,alwayes 
in conftant perplexity and trouble, defperately threatned on every fide, fo as 
what through treachery within or from without, they had jult reafon to 
apprehend the lofs of theCity andCaftle wherein they had enclofed thernfel- 
ves,andfoconfequently the mine and deftrudtion of all theBrittishandPro- 
teftants throughout all other parts of the Kingdom. And thus they conti¬ 
nued until the mod happy and welcome arrival of that truly valiant Gentle- 
The arrival man ar *d gallant Commander Sir SimonHarcourt , who being defigned Go- 
ofsir sinwt vernouroftheCity of Dublin, was difpatched away by fpecial Order of Par- 
wUh Forces ^ ament with his Regiment for the prefervation of that place, and landed here 
outof&g- on the laft of December,\ 6 cpx.to thegreat joy and comfort of all hisMajefties 
Proteftants,and well affedted Subjects,and to the terrour of thole Rebels now 
in Armes, who had made themfelves believe that no Succours would be 
fent out of England towards thefupprelfingof their notorious Rebellion. 

And now my intentions were to have proceeded further on in fetting 
down what hath fallen out within the next four Months, and then to have 
added a brief account of all fuch particular paflages as have been a died during 
the fpace of thofe fixMonths within all the feveral C ounties of thisKingdom, 
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and fo having recolle&ed and prefcntedasit were at one view the publick 
calamities and miferable defolations of all the four Provinces there, to have 
fatdown and made the firft period of this Story. 

But I muft here take up being unexpectedly called away •> I refolve there¬ 
fore patiently to attend the reftoringof this Kingdom and the refettlement of 
our affairs, and then if I find not this work undertaken and perfected by 
fom.e more skilful hand, I shall hope to get the reft of my tailing together , 
and make fuch further provi Conor all other materials as may enable me to 
go through with the fame. 

In the mean time it will not be amifs to take notice, that the Rebels within 
very few Months after their firft breaking out, had fo ordered their affairs, 
as that by their fudden ftirprifes, their sharp and bloudy executions, their 
barbarous ftripping, and defpoiling of all forts that fell into their hands, they 
had cleared the Inland Counties of all the British Inhabitants: And except 
fomefew Caftles and other places of ftrength which they held feverally be- 
fieged, and had mod of them fuddenly after furrendred for want of relief, 
they had in a manner made themfelves abfolute Mafters in all thole Parts of 
the Kingdom. And for the Maritime places, there were only fome of the 
chief Cities which were held out againft them, befides fomefew other Forts 
and places of no great importance: As in the province of Lemfler, the City of 
Dublin; and in the Province of Mun(ler> the Cities of Cork/foughall^ and Kin~ 
file; in Vlfrer, London-Derry, Colraine and Caregfergus : And all thefe they 
held either befieged,much diftreffed,or they were otherways fo overpeftred 
with the multitudes of poor ftripped people fled to them for fafety, as they 
were confident they could not long hold out, but that either open force y 
treachery , famine, or ficknefs would within a short time inevitably put 
them into their hands. 

Thus it pleafed God to humble his own people in this Land, and for their 
fins to give them up into the power of their cruel Enemies, who began now 
to facrificeto their own nets,to celebrate the memory oftheirVi£tories:And 
upon theprofperity of their undertakings and late fuccefs,they were become 
fo confident of prevailing even to the total extirpation of all the British and 
Proteftants out of this Kingdom, as they proceeded to fet down a certain 
form of Government, nominated the perfons whom they intended to en- 
truft with the management of their affairs , what Laws they would have re¬ 
yoked , what Statutes newly enaCted: And in the mean time they ereCted 
aCouncil which they ftiled the Supreme Counci!,which they invefted with 
abfolute Power and A uthoriry, to order and govern the whole Kingdom. 
Thisconfifted of certain Noblemen.Gentlemen,three or four Lawyeis,ana 
one Phyfitian, who being elected unto this charge , had the place of t leir 
residence appointed unto them at Ku^nHj , a v itv in the Province oi Lem- 
fier y where they fat ordinarily for the dilpatch of all the great and wei^ ty 
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affairs of their State : They there erefted feveral Courts of Judicature, 
they made a new broad Seal, appointed feveral great officers of State, 
eoyned mony , fettled an excife upon all kind of commodities, and per¬ 
formed many other acts of regal power. 

Now how they proceeded on in the ordering thefe their great affairs, 
what Councils they took , what means they ufed to enable themfelvcs to 
makeoppofitionagainft the Forces fent over by the Parliament of England 
into all the four Provinces of Ireland , I shall here forbear to fpeak of Thefe 
particulars muft be referved for the enfuing part of this Story, where they 
will moft properly fall in to be related: And where likewife, we shall find 
fo ftrange a turn, fuch a remarkable declination of their power , their 
hearts failing them for fear, their Councils infatuated, their defigns blafted, 
their Forces routed, their fieges raifed, fuch a general defaillance and in- 
profperity in all their undertakings , as we muft needs give glory to our 
Maker, and acknowledge that God hath moft wonderfully wrought for 
the deliverance of the poor fmall remnant of his people, which were here 
shut tip attd defigned to the {laughter. 

For after a confiderable number of Horfe as well as Foot fent over by the 
Parliament of England arrived at Dublin, and had in fome petty encounters 
thereabouts tried the metta! of the Rebels , and found their fpirit of a poor 
and bafe allay, they began extreamely todifvalue them, and would be no 
longer abufed with the fabulous reports of their great ftrength or numbers 
which with much advantage they had long madeufeof: Therefore now 
they began to feek them out in all places, and wherefoever they came to meet 
with them, they always prevailed even with fmall numbers very often 
againft great multitudes of them, fparing not many times to purlue them 
into the midft of their greateft faftndfes, and made the very bogs and woods 
unfafe receptacles for their broken Troops. And with fo great fuccefs, was 
the war profecuted by the English from the firft landing of their Forces out 
of England until the Treaty of that moft unhappy CeiTation concluded in 
Sept. 164$. as thatin all the incounters they had with the Rebels during that 
time, they never received any fcorn or defeats, but went on Vidiorioufly, 
beating them down in all Parts of the Kingdom : And fo they carried on 
their work before them without any affiftance either from the meer Irish or 
the English Irish : For I can not my felf remember any Gentleman of quality 
throughout the whole Kingdom that was there born and bred up a Papift 
that put himfelfinto that fervice , or delired to be lifted as a member of the 
English Army. It is true, fome of the common Souldiers there, were of the 
English Irish that came in , and though they were not confiderable for their 
number, yet they did good fervice and ftill with much fury and sharpnefs 
followed on upon the execution. 
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